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The proper Qualiſica- UT. The moral obligation 
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F HE viſible degeneracy in Religion, 
I thegreat Contempt of Church-Or- 
der, and a practical Diſregard tu 
the Ordinances of Chriſt, have, fox 
years, been a general Compl. ut among 
us. One would naturally imagine au 
honeſt Eſſay to Remedy this growing 
evil, would meet with acceptance from 

every good man, rather than necd au 
Apology : But it ſo awnhappily falls 
.Y out, that (men being / pit mto parties ) 
one cannot treat on any religious [ub- 
Jett, without giving offence to ſome; and 
they immediately accuſe the writer of un- 
: Charitableneſs. 'Tis not to be queſtion! a 
' was airy virtuous Gentleman to Recom- 
mend temperance and ſobriety in the 
moſi Pathetic terms, and in a clear 
manner prove the ſin, danger, and ruin 
£4 the contrary pratiice, but the Lovers 
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of flrong drink would be very much | 


diſpleaſed, and accuſe the good-natured 
undertaker of uncharitableneſs. This is 
the caſe with the Author in treating 
upon Baptiſm as the neceſſary and in- 
diſpenſible duty of Believers only. In 
proving what qualifications muſt fit men 
for this ordinance, and in what manner 
it muſt be performd: In recommending 
ſubmiſſion to this inſtitution inthe ſtrong- 
eſt way he can, and ſhewing the ſin and 
folly of living in aiſobedtence to it, ex- 
preſſing his diſapprobation of the con- 
trary practice, for which he is appre- 
henſive ſome may accuſe him of uncha- 
ritableneſs : He, therefore, begs leave 
to inform the Reader, That He enter- 


| tains a real Good-will and fervent © 


charity towards all men whatſoever, 
daily prays to God for their well-being, 
and always ready to be ſerviceable to 
every one within the compaſs of his 
power. Tet, with Equal frankneſs, he 


acknowledges, His Charity is confined 


within the neceſſary bounds of Truth, 
Ho- 


wnch 


F Holineſs, and Order. To ſpear with any 
1 commendation of that which is an Error, 
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to the READER. 


or ſenful, or contrary to the order of the 
Goſpel, is not the Charity of the Author. 


Tis is 4 complement he cannot pay 70 
4: any HA. Fhilſi an Honeſt ſincerity 79. 
*wards God and Man, lays him under 


a moral obligation to diſapprove of Un- 


triths, Unhulineſs and Diſorders, Cha- 


rity engages him to wiſh well to £5 
Perſons, Reputation, and Intereſt of all 


men, and to abound in every kind of= 
fice to them which he is able to performs 


But if this free declaration of an 


| Univerſal Charity, ſhould be unhappily 
rejected as an inſufficient Apology, the 


Reader is deſired further to conſider, 


The Author has found in the New Teſta- 


ment thoſe two important Expreſſions, 
the Kingdom of God, and the Kingdom 


of Heaven, repeted, on various occa- 


nfined 7 ons, about fourſcore times; which can- 


Truth, 
Ho- 


wot be underſtood in any ſenſe, except the 
Heernal, Evangelical Diſpenſation or 
a 3 Church 
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Church State under the Government of 
Chriſt, as ſupreme Head and King; N 


which Government is exerciſed in the 


miniſtration of his word, the adminiſtra- 
tion of Baptiſm and the Supper, and the 


diſcipline and order he hath appointed, 


ty which means we are made meet far 
the Kingdom of Glory. Let this be du- 
ly attended to, and all that is here ſaid 
of the high importance and neceſſity of 
Baptiſmto Believers, will not be treat- 
ed with Cenſure. Beſides, the Author is 
uot conſciuus of advancing any thing but 
«what is countenanced by the Ecriftures, 
by the reaſon of ihe thing, or what every 
inpartial Chriſtian would ba ve ſaid 


upon the ſubject. And finally, have not 


the oppoſers of Chriſtian Baptiſm ſaid | 


as high things of Infant Baptiſm 9 Have 


they not ſaid much higher things of the 
Lord's Supper ® Why then ſhould the n. 
for the ſame 


Author be condemned 
things which his Judges allow ? 


Hall, Sep. 1. . 2 
1750. | 
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E * be the laudable curioſity, as it is the neceſſary 
e ſaid duty, of every man when any thing of a reli- 
2 of gious kind is advanced, to aſk, with our Lord, 
muy the Jeroiſb Elders, concerning the Beptiſm of ohn, 
treat- Whence is it, from heaven or of men? x 
hoy is By which queſtion, our Saviour diſtributes all 
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religious Claims, to belong to one or other of theſe 
original Cauſes, Heaven or Men. They are ab- 
folutely contrary to each other, they cannot be 
Joint cauſes of one effect, and muſt be for ever di- 
Ringuiſhed ; for what is from heaven is not of men, 
and what is of men is not from heaven. 
4 It is natural to demand, W hether the conſtitu- 
uy and nature of a Chriſtian Church is from hea- 
gen or of men? Whether it be a divine or a hu- 
man Conſtitution? We would anſwer, Moſt cer- 
tainly it is from heaven, directly from Jeſus Chriſt, 
ho is the ſole Author and immediate Inſtitutor of 
For tho? in his perſonal miniſtry he did not 
perfectly finiſh this Evangelic Church ſtate, exclu- 


ave of others, yet he began to build it on himſelf, 


and gave ample commiſſion to his miniſters to act 
Dy his ſupreme authority. Nevertheleſs, the Apo- 
les invented no canons, inſtituted no ordinances, 


a bor enacted any laws: All they did, was either by 
A 
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mediate revelation or expreſs command from 
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their Lord and King, as is evident from their Com- 


| miſſion, Matth. xx viii. 19, 20. where they are poſi- 
ſi rively obliged to teach nothing, more nor leſs, than 
10 what he had commanded them. Now, Jeſus 


0 Chriſt is the Author and Founder of the Church, Se 
becauſe he only has a Right to it, and that for a 


F threeſold reaſon. Ii, The donation of the Fa- 
1 ther, who has given him to be Head over all things 

| [ to the Church, appointed him Heir of all things, 
[| | and he has received all power in heaven and earth. 
| ; Secondly, Becauſe of his own purchaſe, for he hath 7 


purchaſed the Church of God with his own blood. 
By the ſhedding of his atoning blood, he hath ac- 
| quired a right and power to diſpoſe of them into 
5 what order and conſtitution he pleaſes. And, La/tly, 
This Right is founded on his conqueſt, ſor thoſe 


| if 

Fit perſons of whom he has a Right to diſpoſe, were 
Thin once in the power of their enemies, and were ene- 
| j mies to him in their minds by wicked works. But 

| lt he conquered their enemies by the victories of his 


death and reſurrection, and triumphed over princi- 
F alities and powers, as well as he has ſubdued the 
| enmity of their minds, by the omnipotent Efficacy 
of his Word and Spirit. | 

H1s he not a ſovereign Right to diſpoſe of thoſe 
perſons who were given to him of the Father, 
| bought with the price of his blood, and converted 
by his grace, into what form of ſociety he pleaſes? 
And is there not on their part an everlaſting, mo- 
ral obligation, they ſhould comply with his Inſti- 


| tution ? 

k As our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has a Right over the 
{li perſons of his people, to reduce them to that new / 
* Ferm of ſpiritual government he hath choſen, ſo he I the 
0 has all authority in heaven and earth, to preſcribe A; 


1 by what Law or Method they ſnall be initiated into the | 
11 | this Papi 
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A Prefatory Diſcourſe. iii 
this ſociety, what Privileges they ſhall enjoy, and 
That Duties they ſhall be obliged to perform. 

Will not all true Chriſtians readily aſſent to this 


he deſirous to know, What is a Church of Jeſus 
Chriſt, what the idea, what the definition of it:? 
Well, It is, 4 Society of perſons, baptized on the pro- 
jon of their Repentance towards Ged, and their 
ith in Feſus Chriſt, holding the doftrines of the 


To'/pel, and living in a practical ſuljeftion to all its 


recepts and inſtitutions; meeting or aſſembling toge- 
ther in one place, to celebrate every part of atuing 
wor/bip, to bear the Goſpel for their edification, to cæ- 
&rciſe Chriſtian Diſcipline among themſelves, and to 
propagate the Truth as it is in Feſus unto others. 
That this is the unqueſtionable meaning of the 
Word Church, will be evident to every conſiderate 
perſon who ſhall remember that Ezxanaie, Eccleſia, 
Church, is derived into the new Teſtament from the 
Creeks, which in their language fignifies that con- 
tourſe of men, or company of citizens called together 
Into one place, by the command of the Magiſtrate 
of of their own Accord, to give their votes for any 
meaſure of ſtate, to conſult about, or determine 
the affairs of their city and country. 
To know this is the true and certain meaning 
'Of the Greet word, we need only read As xix. 
32, 39, 41. where Ecilefa is uſed three times to 
gnify the heathen, idclatrous, citizens of Epheſas, 
et together in the theatre, to deſend the goddeſs 
Diana from falling into contempt by the preaching 
Paul. Our Tranſlators have rendered it Mem - 
, that is, people met together in one place, and that 


che true meaning of the word Church. 

Agrecable to this idea, it is invatiably uſed in 
We new Teſtament, for a ſociety of profeſied and 
paptized Believers, aſſembled in one place, as ap- 
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pears from theſe texts, 1 Cor. i. 2. The Church of God 4 
which is at Corinth, meaning all avowed Chriſtians, 3 


who lived in or near that city, meeting together in 


one place for the purpoſes of Religion. Rom. xvi. 1, 
5. The Church which is at Cenchrea, i. e. The o- 


bedient Believers united in one ſociety, at that place. 


Aud the Church which is in the houſe of Aquila and | 
Priſcilla, namely, the Chriſtians who aſſembled un- 


der their roof, To the very ſame purpoſe, ſee 
1 Theſſ. i. 1. 1 Pet. v. 13. and the ſecond and 
third Chapters of the Revelations, with other texts 
of the like import. 

According therefore to the real ſenſe of the 
Gree word, and its conſtant uſe in the new Teſta- 
ment, a Chriſtian Church always denotes ſo many 


profeſſed and baptized Chriſtians as did or could 


meet together in ONE PLACE, for the purpoſes of 
divine worſhip, edification and communion. 


_ Nevertheleſs, it ſometimes ſignifies all the people & 


of God, ſcattered over the face of the earth, who 
could not perſonally know one another, and could 
not aſſemble together in one houſe, at one time; 
but were united in Chriſt the Head, by one com- 
mon principle of faith and obedience. In this ſenſe 
is the Apoſtle to be underſtood, in Col. i. 18. Eph. 
v. 25, Sc. The Antients called this the Catholic 
or Univerſal Church. Every particular and inde- 
pendent congregation, which conſtituted the Uni- 
verſal Church, maintained a correſpondence with 
the others, and received each other's members by 
;ecommendatory epiſtles; becauſe they were all of 


the ſame faith and order, having one Faith, one 


Lord, and one Baptiſm. 

But if there were more Chriſtians in one pro- 
vince or country than could, with convenience, meet 
together in one place, and at one time; they are 
called Churcbes, and not Church, as Rom, * + 
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entiles. As ix. 31. Then had the Churches reſt 
throughout all Judea, &c. the ſeparate and indepen- 
dent ſocieties in thoſe countries. 2 Cor. viii. 1. 
The Churches of Macedonia, Many aſſemblies of 
profeſſed Chriſtians in that province. Gal. i. 2. 
The Churches of Galatia, The different congrega- 
Hons of baptized Believers in that territory. And 
2 i. 4. John fo the Churches which are in Aſia. 
hat is, the ſeven diſtinct evangelic ſocieties in 


that region. 


* Hence it appears that the form and conſtitution 
of the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt were particular and 


diſtinct, ſeparate and independent ſocieties of Be- 


lievers, who could meet together in one place, at 
one time, for the ends of religious worſhip; who 
could know each other, converſe together, and diſ- 


charge all the duties of ſocial Religion to one ano- 


ther. Were we then to take our ſentiments of a 
Church from the Scripture, we muſt moſt certainly 
conclude, there can be no ſuch thing as a National, 
rovincial, or Dioceſan Church, of divine original. 
The Scriptures know nothing at all of that un- 
meaning fabrick, called the Hierarchy, or Epiſco- 
- Monarchy. This evil form and ruinous con- 
titution to true Religion, is ſo directly oppoſite to 
the conſtitution of a Church of Chriſt, that no- 
thing more can be ſo. It was introduced in as 
time of a general apoſtacy from ſound Religion, 
and a notorious degeneracy from truth and order. 
It is impoſſible for mortal tongue to deſcribe the 
confuſions and diſorders when the Emperors and Bi- 
4 uſurped a legiſlative power over the Churches. 
In the days of Conftantine and downwards, was 
Dot the Kingdom of Chriſt turned upſide down ? 
Did they not begin about that time to aſſume tlie 
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treaſonable power of making Laws, Canons, and e 4 
Conſtitutions, for the regulation of Ecclefiaſtic Af- Hure 
fairs? Did they not regulate them infinitely for the 
worte? Did they not bring in innumerable Novel- Wi 
tics ? Was not, by this means, the whole of Chri- 
ftianity changed but the name? And might they "mi 
| not as well have altered that too ? A 
j Is it not utterly aſtoniſhing that from the 305th 
Year of the Chriſtian #ra, in which was held the 
fi Council of Eliberis, to the Year 794. when fat the 
Council of Frankfort, were coined 2192 Canons? 
F Belides Decrees in great Abundance, Articles in 
th great Variety, Creeds in great Plenty, and the Ca- i 
| nous of many famous Councils loſt, What pro- 
i phane and vile men were theſe, to imagine Jeſus thoug 
Chriſt ſtood in need of their wiſdom ? What mon- of th 
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| ll ftrous wickedneſs and unheard-of preſumption to made 
110 new- model the Churches, and throw them into a have 
10 : range, a foreign and political Form? From thoſe all ge 
Kit  beauliful Congregations and orderly Aſſemblies of profe 
* conſcientious and avowed Believers, they moulded Himſ 
13 them into the gigantic Forms of National or Pro- A 
13 vincial, Patriarchal or Dioceſan: In order to get @lplit 

|! that Power, Dominion, and Revenues, which the delug 


Lord Jeſus never intended his Miniſters. Hence f th 

the great Biſhops, like temporal Princes, ſent and 2 

i | received Legates, and waged an Eccleſiaſtic war a- 

1 mong themſelves, Curling and Excommunicating Bic 

iN one another. 

3 From thoſe notorious Errors, and glaring Cor- 410. 
| raptions, the profeſſing world is not yet wholly de- Book 

i kvered ; but it is to be hoped the Time approaches #* ol 

| 1 when all men will return to that Evangelic Chuich “ fc 

| ſtate which the Apoſtle argues to be Perfection, k K 


Heb. vii. 11. He vehemently denies that ee ic, 
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| | Perfection or Cenſummation, could be by the Levi- * 
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Aaronical Prieſthood; But is that ſtate of 
urch Order and Form which is eſtabliſhed by 
ſus, our High- Prieſt over the Houſe of God. As 
is Conſtitution of the Churches, framed by Je- 


Js Chriſt and the Apoſtles acting under his Com- 
"Wiſſon, is Perfection: Why ſhould the wiſdom or 
"authority of men be preferred to that of God? 


hy ſhould the Churches be ſhaped after the fan- 
wes of men? or, why turned this or that way as 
mours lead, intereſt prompts, or ambition calls ? 
o. As ſettled by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles it 
perfect; which we in Conſcience are bound to 
ide by or return to. Its that very conſummate 


Fate which the unerring wiſdom of our Lord 


ought fit to preſcribe, and the diligent obedience 
of the Apoſtles erected in all places, where they 
made Converts. Its that perfect Form, which ſhould 
have been preſerved in incorrupted Purity thro? 
generations; and to which every Chriſtian is by 


Fee allegiance bound to return, if he finds 
hi 


mſelf deviated from this originally perſect model. 
Alas! Corruptions in Faith, Manners, and Diſ- 
Eipline, began to creep in very early; but did not 


deluge the world with a general Curſe, untill the end 
ef the third or middle of the fourth Century. For 
2 the Hiſtorian, whoſe works are loſt, except 


me fragments preſerved by Euſebius, gives this 
1 Having related the martyrdom of Simeon 
Biſhop of Feruſalem, which happen'd in the Year 
210. adds this memorable Paragraph, Euſeb. Hiſt. 


Book III. Chap. 29. <* Unto thoſe Times the Church 


„of God remained a pure and uncorrupted virgin: 


for ſuch as endeavoured to corrupt the perfect 
„Rule, and ſound preaching of the word, (if then 
there were any ſuch) hid themſelves in ſecret and 


e obſcure places: But after the ſacred Company of 
* the Apoſtles was worn out, and come to an end, 
| and 
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« and that generation was extinct, which by ſpecial ' 
% favour heard with their ears the heavenly wiſdom 
« of the Son of God: Then the conſpiracy of 
& deteſtable error, through the deceit of ſuch as de- 
<« liver'd ſtrange doctrines, took root. And becauſe 
© not one of the Apoſtles ſurvived, they publiſhed "Wviii 
« with all poſſible boldneſs the doctrines of fal- 
© ſhood, and oppoſed the open, manifeſt, and 
« known Truth.“ 

So very early as the Year 110, or thereabouts, 4 
when the Apoſtles were called to glory, did pride 
and ambition, avarice and worldly- mindedneſs, hu- 
man policy and carnal wiſdom, perverſeneſs and 
impiety begin to exert their endeavours, to pervert 
that perfect Rule of the Church's formation and or- 
der, and to corrupt the ſimplicity of the Faith. 
Hence what are we to expect in all the ages down- Te 
wards? Greater corruptions and more notorious de- Fall 
viations from the perfect Rule. Is it poſſible for int 
any ſincere Chriſtian, then, to take his Religion the 
from the degenerating Fathers? or make their ſen- I 


timents a Rule? No. Our buſineſs is with the = C 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament, the undoubted s th 


Writings of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. Are we ra 
not to learn our Religion from theſe lively Oracles ? & ar 
To form our Churches according to that perfect « of 
1. and to return to that pure and incoirupted an 

irginity, in which as Hegeſippus ſays, the Apoſtles V 
left them? | ca 


As we have now ſeen what an Evangelic Church 
is, namely, a ſingle and independent ſociety of per- 
ſons, baptized on the Profeſſion of Repe:.tance and 


Faith, holding the doctrines of the Goſpel, and p u 
living in a practical ſubjection to all its precepts and 

inſtitutions, who are able to meet together in one . 
place, and at one time, for the ends of Religion: It ! 
Will 


by ſpecial | 


7 wiſdom 


piracy of 
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in be proper and convenient to ſhew, how the 
Smbers are to be admitted into this Community. 
In this great and important point, we are amply 
ructed by the Scriptures. Principally from the 
mmiſſion our Lord gave the Apoſtles in Matth. 
viii. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
M, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all 
ings whatſoever I have commanded you: and lo, &c. 
very little reflection will convince every honeſt 
mind, that this is the proper meaning of theſe words: 
Go teach all nations, make no difference of na- 
tions. Regard not the Jews before the Gentiles. 
& Prefer not the Roman to the Barbarian. The 
„% Greek to the Scythian. The Free before the 
&« Slave. The Citizens before the Country People. 
& Teach them all without diſcrimination. Make 
«all my diſciples by inſtruction and information 
& into the doctrines of my Religion. Propoſe to 
& them the firſt elements of Chriſtianity : To wit, 
& The knowledge of the true God and of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, the only Saviour and one Mediator, with 
& the knowledge of the Holy Ghoſt, the Regene- 
& rator and SanCtifier. Convince them by every 
« argument taken from themſelves and the Goſpel, 
& of the abſolute neceſſity of Repentance for fin, 
and of Faith in me for the pardon thereof. 
& When you have obſerved in them theſe qualifi- 
b cations, of Knowledge, of Repentance, and of 
Faith, baptize them in the name of Father, Son, 
© and Holy Ghoſt. Into the name and by the 
„authority of the Trinity of Perſons, the one 
God, dip or plunge, immerſe or put their Bodies 
* wholly under Water ; in order to initiate them in- 
© to the Church, and to ſhew the perpetual obliga- 
4 tion they are under of dying unto fin and living 
in newneſs of life.“ : 


; EO 


x: A Prefatory Diſcourſe. 


It is the eaſieſt thing in the world, to obſerve in ¶ Thi: 
thoſe words, the foundation or beginning of a Chriſti- Nan ot 
an Church: for miniſters are hereby commiſſioned all ! 
to teach men the firſt principles of the doctrine of Ws: 1 
Chriſt; when they have learned theſe rudiments, pd pe! 
they are, according to the Greet language, to be Montra! 
baptized, that is in plain Eng liſb to be dipt: If there Mitnef 
be a ſufhcient number of baptized Converts in one Weery : 
place, they are conſtituted a Church: If this Church, Wen a 
under the ſtated inſtructions of their Biſhop, El- Rep vu 
der, or Miniſter, ſhall continue to obſerve all things, ende 
doctrines and duties, inſtitutions and orders, whatſo- Witt! 
ever Chriſt has commanded : Behold, he is with 
them in every time and through every age, to the 
conſummation of the world, 

The Apoſtles well and truly underſtood their 
Commiſſion, and their practice was exactly hone!t 1 
according to its individual intention. From this 
their incorrupt integrity and punctual uprightneſs, 
it is come to paſs there is not a ſingle inſtance in al! | 
the new Teſtament, of any one perſon baptized A 
and received to Church-memberſhip, but were in- 
ſtructed into the firſt principles of Religion, profeſ- 
ſed their Repentance towards God, or made Con- Js, 
feſſion of their own proper Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
See As ii. 41. Then they that gladly received the 
word were baptized, and the ſame day there were 
added unto the Church about three thouſand fouls, Let 
any one compare this practice of the Apoſtles with 
their Commiſſion, and the one anſwers to the other | 
without the leaſt variation. It is needleſs to quote | 
any more texts on this head, becauſe they are every | 
one minutely conformable to the original command, iF 
and one ought not be preſumed to tranſgreſs any 
rules of modeſty, to challenge all the men on earth 
to produce one to the contrary, _ 

his 


yerve in 
 Chriſti- 
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This alſo muſt neceſſarily be known by every 
an of reading and ſenſe to have been the practice 


niſſioned all the Churches of God for about two Centu- 
trine of s: In moſt places (Africa excepted) the reaſonable 
ments, d perfect Rule, ſome ages lower down; and the 
e, to be Montrary, fooliſh, abſurd and ridiculous cuſtom, 


If there itneſſed againſt by men of eminence and piety in 
in one Pery age to the preſent, Beſides there have always 
Church, en and now are, many in ſeveral nations, who 
op, El- feep up the Churches in their Congregational Inde- 
| things, ęendence, and perſevere in the Evangelic method of 
whatſo- Witiating members by Immerſion, in the name of 


is with 


od their 
7 honeſt 
om this 
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ce in all 
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e Trinity, on the Perſonal profeſſion of Faith. 
Thoſe who are convinced of fin, and defirous 
Fo be ſaved, were by the Antient Churches made 
Tatechumens, that is, catechized, inſtructed per- 
ns. They were either publickly or privately 
Eught the firſt principles of Chriſtianity, and when 
I the judgment of charity they had given ſome 
proof of proficience in Chriſtian knowledge, and 
he reality of their Converſion, were baptized or 
ipt in water. 

XZ Immediately after their Baptiſm or within a few 
ys, the Apoſtles, or Biſhops, or Preſbyters, or 
Miniſters, who baptized them, laid their Hands on 
heir heads and prayed, that God would ſurther il- 
Wminate their minds, that Jeſus Chriſt would more 
Ind more ſtrengthen them with his Grace, and the 
oly Ghoſt would carry on their ſanctification to 
ternal life; ſo were received to the Communion 
f the Faithful. See Heb. vi. 1, 2. where the Apo- 
alical uſage of laying on of hands upon the bapti- 
Wed is declared to be one of the principles of the 
fHoctrine of Chriſt, that is, one of the beginning, 
the introductory or initiatory doctrines into the 
Church of Chriſt. 72 


Now,; 
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Nov, whatſoever Church is not conſtituted o pri 
the footing of a Congregational Independence, can» 
not be accounted a true Evangelic Church of Chriſt 
but an human political Church, a ſociety or com4 
bination from the authority of men and not from 
heaven. And whoever comes into the Church by 
any other way than Immerſion after a perſonal Pro. ri 
ſeſſion of his proper Faith, cannot be looked on a; 
a truly qualified and orderly received member, be- 
cauſe it is contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt. 
Indeed, tis confeſſed, That every Church which? 
is of men, may baptize and receive their members ai 
they pleaſe: They may make what Canons or Di- 
rectories they ſhall think fit; but the Churches of M1 
God muſt continue to obſerve the injunctions of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and cannot allow themſelves to de- 
viate from the perfect Rule in any point. Ppperl 
Was the Primitive order of Catechumens to be 
revived, it would probably have happy effects. 
That is, the youth, and unbaptized, ſhould be per- 
ſuaded to attend a courſe of catechetical lectures, 
wherein the firſt and introductory principles of Re- 
ligion ought to be treated on, in a plain and con- 
ciſe, familiar and inſtructive manner, in order to Js 
prepare and diſpoſe them to demand Baptiſm, and 
to qualify them for Church-memberſhip. It is moſt 
certain theſe youth from 14. or 16. to 20 years of 
age and upwards, are, the Nuri & Hadi of 
ſome Antient writers; called ſo, not from their days 
or years; but from their folly or want of Religious | 
wiſdom; and from their /evity or want of Chriſtian | 
gravity z and no more, in their ſenſe, ſignifies babes 
or infants of leſs than a month or year old, than 
the ſame word means infants of that age in 1 Cor, 8 
ili. 1. and Feb. v. 13. 4 
Nothing is more eaſy to demonſtrate than that the 
Baptiſm of infants, or to ſpeak with all the truth, 
pro- þ 
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ſtituted oyghpriety, and exactneſo, which this modern and 
ence, can-Wightened age demands, the ſprinkling of Babes; 
of Chriſt t is, ſuch who neither have nor can be taught, 
y or com o have no capacity to know, repent, or believe, 


not fron d to pour, aſperſe, or perfuſe, half an handful of 
Church byhater upon their faces, taken out of a baſon, de- 
onal Pro. ring them Regenerate, or Chriſtians, or Mem- 
zked on a Urs of a National, a Particular, or Univerſal 
mber, be- Wurch, is, I ſay, from beginning to the end, con- 
riſt, ry to every ſentiment in the new Teſtament ; 


ch whit) 


Wery text in the Book of God; entirely unknown 
nembers a; 


the pure Primitive Churches; a practice in itſelf 


ns or Di. ſupported by any ſhew of ſolid reaſon, and wholly 

hurches of Without meaning, uſe or advantage. Would it not 

Ctions of zzle a very learned man, to find out why it is 

es to de-*@@ntinued to this hour, with ſo much Zeal and 
_ Wperſtition ? 

NS to be 


effects. To proceed. Chriſtian Baptiſm is a Poſitive and 
d be per- Divine Inſtitution in our holy religion, ordained by 
lectures, Thriſt himſelf, which he requires to be ſubmitted to 
es of Re- Jy all his Diſciples, without which Commandment 
and con- We ſhould not have been obliged to obſerve it: But 
order to qs he has thought fit to «ppoint this Poſitive duty 
ſm, and with moral ends, and annexed promiſes and mani- 
t is moſt fold advantages to attend its worthy Receivers, it 
years of muſt become our duty and intereſt to fulfil it, in the 
uSiz of very preciſe manner he has ordained, 
heir days As Chriſtian Baptiſm is the Effect of his infinite 
Religious wiſdom, and the Command of his ſupreme will: 
-briſtian As the promiſes annexed to the right performance of 
es babes Mt, are full of neceſſary mercies to us, and the ac- 
d, than compliſhment of them ſecured by his Veracity and 
1 1 Cor, Power; we are laid under the moſt binding obliga- 
tions to perform it untill his ſecond Coming ſuper- 
that the ſede this duty, and with it finiſh the whole Chriſtian 


e truth, XUiconomy. 


pro- 3 
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That this Baptiſm as inſtituted by our Lord 
who has all power in heaven and earth, all authey 
rity, dominion, and government, in both worldiy 
is to continue in his Churches to the en receiv 
of the world, will be evident from the Con under 
miſſion in Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. before citcdWr of th 
It is natural to remark, our Lord reduces the miniſteM Or, it 
rial office to three heads. The firſt pwaSnrtv;a]yult be 
Teach them, What? The ſirſt principles of thainciple 
doctrine of Chriſt. When they know theſe things, Mend th 
ſecondly, Baiser, Dip them, in the name oft mman 
the Father, &c. And when they are ſo taught and(Þptiſm 
baptized, thirdly, ArSaoxovres, T:iculcate on the bindit 
Baptized- Church- Members the neceſſity of obſerv· Nas juſt 
ing all things ele what/cever, or beſides I have com · iniſtry 
manded you. ® all w 

To theſe three acts of the epiſcopal or miniſte. \þ th or 
rial duty, and to theſe three things in the Receivers is Hhurch 
the promiſe annexed, Lo, I am with you always to the handed 
end of the world, Not to one of them excluſive of Mor 
the other two, nor to two of them excluſive of Wptiſn 
one; but inſeparably and conjointly to all three. Wan R 

Hence, i it may be argued, that if thoſe who ſtile @ples c 
themſelves the miniſters of Chriſt think themſelves, | und 
by this Commiſhon, obliged to teach (and no other e La 
they have) the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity ; 1 juſt e 
they are by the ſame Commiſſion under obligation nd al 
to baptize all who are made Chriſt's diſciples by un 
teaching. If they apprehend it is their duty to in · iſhec 
culcate upon Church- members the obſervation of ¶hriſt 
all things elſe Chriſt has commanded, thoſe mem- Iffere 
bers muſt have been initiated by immerſion in wa- g or 
ter after teaching, or it is plain this part of the mi- Is 1 
niſterial function belongs not to them. The per- e C 
petual obligation miniſters are under to teach, muſt Fen | 
be derived from this Commiſſion : And is not the M th 
Baptiſm of all that are taught, or do believe, as ex-. 
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fly and perpetually enjoined as the other ? If one 
ur. LoriWof perpetual duration, ſo is the other: They be- 
l autho@h and end, they ſtand and fall together. If men 
h world capable to receive the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
the en receive it, according to this Law of God, they 
ne Con under obligation to be baptized after the man- 
Tre CitcdWr of the Inſtitution, | 
2 miniſteM Or, if it is juſtly concluded from this text, there 
M7v;2|uſt be a ſtanding miniſtry to teach men the firſt 
es of thyinciples of Chriſtianity, and, ſecondly, to recom- 
ſe things, Mend the practice of all other things the Lord has 
name i mmanded: It is equally reaſonable to conclude 
wght andÞptiſm to be a ſtanding ordinance, and perpetual- 
on thelſf binding upon all that are taught of God; or it 
f obſerv-Was juſt to conclude it is an inſeparable part of that 
ve Com-MWiniſtry, and to be without exceptions adminiſtred 
© all who are made diſciples by teaching (not by 
miniſte· Arth or proxy) in order to bring them into the 
ce ivers is; ghurch, to practiſe all things elſe Chriſt has com- 
Jays to the handed. | 
dluſive of Moreover, is it not undoubtedly certain, that the 
luſive of Wptiſm of Believers was once a part of the Chri- 
three. Wan Religion, received univerſally by all the diſ- 
who ſtile @ples of Jeſus, and omitted by none, becauſe they 
2mſelves, Sund their conſciences tied down to obedience by 
no other e Law of Chriſt: Then this part of Religion 
ſtianity ; Puſt continue in force to the end of the world, 
bligation hd all Relievers muſt be under obligation to fulfil 
Ciples by , unleſs it is diſanulled by the authority that eſta- 
ty to in- Wiſhed it: But it never yet was abrogated by Jeſus 
vation of hriſt, never yet ſuperſeded, never yet became in- 


ſe mem- [@iterent, uſeleſs or invalid, conſequently, it is bind- 


n in wa- pg on the conſciences of thoſe that believe. 

f the mi- Is not the reaſon of this clear? The authority of 
The per- he Chriſtian Legiſlator is the ſame now as ſeven- 
ch, muſt en hundred years ago, and the Law of Baptiſm 


not the the book of heaven the ſame now as then: 


e, as ex- W here- 


preſly | 
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' Wherefore the obligation to obedience in the de 
figned and proper ſubjects, is the ſame as eve 
onſequently every Chriſtian who neglects thi 
Law, rebels againſt the authority of Jeſus Chriſ 
diſobeys his Sovereign will, is a deſpiſer of his in 
 Hnite Wiſdom, and a rejecter of his gracious pri 
miſe of Remiſſion. 
That Baptiſm, in the manner inſtituted by oy 
Lord, muſt bind all believers to obedience, in : 
ages of time, and Equally in every Country, | 
ou from the common and known nature « 
aws: For when a Power, who has an undoubtel 
Right to our obedience, enaQs a Reaſonable Lav 
and requires our ſubmiſſion ; from this Law ariſe 
an indiſpenſible obligation to obedience in all per 
ſons, who are the ſubjects of that Power, and c 
pable of a Law. Now, has not Chriſt a ſovereig/# 
and righteous power over us? Are there any Chr 
ſtians ſo mad or fooliſh, to diſpute his Authority 
Don't they all know, He requires nothing, bu 
What is fit and becoming, neceſſary and uſeful 
Wherefore having expreſly enjoin'd Baptiſm upon 
all who are made Diſciples by teaching, they mul 
abſolutely be under obligation to yield obedience 2 
appointed; not in their own ſenſe, but in his ſen 
of the Law, or they Rebel againſt the Chriſt ia 
Lawgiver, 
It ought, alſo, to be conſidered, That Laws mad 
without Limitations of time, continue in force, 
and univerſally bind the ſubject, till repealed bil 
the Power which made them. Even — ate a 
Laws never Loſe their force or obligation, untiſhis, t 
the period arrive for their Expiration, expreſly fix ew 
ed by the Legiſlature. Now, does not the feeble! | 9, 40 
Capacity perceive, that the Law of Baptiſm is gif od o 
ven in General terms, without Limitations ofÞ'Ven, 
time, or place? It muſt then be in full force in « 
time. 
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in the det, and bind all believers, the ſubjects of it, in e- 
> as eve”) Place. 5 6 
glects i Perhaps it may be ſaid, There is a Limiting 
ſus ChridMauſe in the Law of Baptiſm, namely, the End 
of his in the world. Let it be anſwered, This Period, 
cious pro henever it is, or whatever it be, puts an end to 
aching as well as Baptiſm. It finiſhes teaching in 
ed by oth its ſenſes, and diſſolves the Church ſtate, as 


ice, in ell as this ordinance ; T. Subſiſt and Ceaſe 
ountry, Neether. This we muſt Certainly believe, will 
nature i at the End of the world, when every part of 
undoubteWe Chriſtian Miniſtry, the Evangelic Church, Eve- 
able Lay thing peculiar to this ſtate, as well as Baptiſm, 
Law arise hill end at once. 

in all per} For it ought to be obſerved, that the End of the 
r, and c Horld in this Law of Baptiſm, means the final Diſ- 
ſovereigiſplution of it, and the Commencement of the ge- 
any Chrifral Reſurrection and Judgment. The Engli/b 
vuthority ferſion is not ſo full as the original : Behold 7 am 


thing, bul ith you, through all days, or through every age, or 
d uſeful MW: every time to the Conſummation of the world. So 
tiſm upoiſng therefore, as there are days, ages, or time in 
they muſWhich men exiſt upon Earth, there ſhall be teach- 
xedience g: Diſciples ſhall be made in every day, age or 
in his ſen@FIme ; Conſequently there ſhall be Baptiſm in eve- 
Chriſtiaa h day, age and time. So long is this ordinance to 
Wdure, to bind the Conſciences of all believers, and 

aws mad de obligatory on their practice. 
in force But, that the End of the world ſignifies the diſ- 
epealed by@lution of the Earth and the End of the preſent 
— ate and order of ſublunary things, appears from 
ion, untilfÞis, that this Phraſe is no where Elſe found in the 
preſly fix New Teſtament, word for word, but in Mat. xiii. 
the feeblel 
Ntiſm is gi 
itations oven, it ſhould not have the ſame meaning in 
force in 4 
ti mei 
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9, 40, 49. where it indiſputably ſignifies the Pe- 
od of mortality and time. What reaſon can be 


| both. 
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was immediately given the Apoſtles, and muſt Cea{ 


namely, ſo many Baptized Believers as can mee fe 
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both texts, ſeeing there is no occaſion at all to und 
derſtand them in a different one ? | 
Some may farther object, That this Commilſſiag 


with the Apoſtolic Age. If there can be any trut 
in. ſo frivolous a ſuppoſition, then, for the ſam 


reaſon, the commiſſion for teaching ſhould hay De 
ceaſed alſo. Nay, the obſervation of all ChriſtizWeſpel o 
duties, the belief of all Chriſtian doctrines, an the C 
the whole of the Chriftian revelation, ſhould har try p 
terminated then, as well as Baptiſm ; for they wer Habſure 
immediately and in the firſt place given the Apoſtlc;WMeo ba 
and they delivered them pure and uncorrupred s no 
the firſt Churches. See 1 Cor. xi. r, 2, 1 Cor. x\Mthe I 
r, 2, 3. But they are all dead, ſo that if that ob Hand t 
jection has any ſemblance of truth, there is nothinWgain! 
in the Chriſtian Revelation obligatory on us of the ſo. 
Eighteenth Century, nor on them of the ſecon!Y Ye 
We have no Churches, no miniſters, no Faith, n(\Werted 
Baptiſm, no Salvation. God forbid. Haſlent 

Don't it now appear to the ſatisfaction of everyjſEVery 
honeſt mind? Is not every unbiaſſed perſon Com- ion, 
vinced, that the Commiſſion our Lord gave the fulfill 
Apoſtles to baptize all Believers in water, is yet ii Volun 
force and univerſally obligatory upon all who aro for 
made his Diſciples by teaching? Is it not paſt alWhe m 
doubt from the New Teſtament, that Teaching nem 
univerſally and without exception to preceed Bap Prom 
tiſm? And is it not a moſt evident truth, that //Wunit) 


taught of God, ſhould be baptized according to th: 0d 
Inſtitution. Wiuty | 


Having ſhewn, what is a Chriſtian Church 


together in one place, for the purpoſes of Religion 
as well as conſidered the true and proper, and ont 
divine method of initiating members into this ſo- 
Ciet! j 


; 
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ciety; and Thirdly, proved the Perpetuity of this 
divine method, and the binding obligation it has 
upon all the Diſciples of Jeſus: We will now po- 
ceed to ſhew that it is really the duty of all Belie- 


Il to und 


mmiſſiog 
1ſt Ceal 


any trutWvers to join themſelves to ſome Church of Chriſt, 
the ſamMin. the very individual manner he has preſcribed. 
zuld har Don't it contradict every principle in the Go- 
ChriſtizWſpel of God, to imagine any man is a member of 
ines, ang the Church of Chriſt, becauſe he is born in a Coun- 
ould hat Itry profeſſing Chriſtianity ? Is it not the groſleit 
they wen abſurdity to take a Child in its Infancy, to pretend 
Apoſtle: ¶ co baptize it, and receive it a member of the Church? 
rrupted s not this the moſt glaring and direct violation of 
Cor. x1 the Law of Chriſt ? Don't this prevent all Choice 


that ob- 
is nothing 
us of the | 
1e ſecon! Yet with equal truth and Juſtice it may be aſ- 
Faith, nu ſerted, and every man of reaſon and religion will 
Haſſent to it: That it is the indiſpenſible duty of 


nd tie down millions to the moſt fatal prejudices 


againſt the truth itſelf? Thoſe things ought not to 
be ſo, 


1 of everjMEvery Believer, who is really Careful of his Salva- 
rſon Con- ion, and deſirous to approve himſelf to God, by 
gave the ful filling every part of Religion: I fay, 'tis his duty, 
r, is yet u Poluntarily and of his own Choice, to join himſelf 
| who an go ſome particular Church of Chriſt, according to 
ot paſt abe method he has ordained, for the initiation of 
*eaching Fnembers. ; This he ought to do, as a means to 
ceed Bap Promote his own Edification, and to have Oppor- 


h, that unity to perform every part of ſocial religion to 
ling to th Cod and men. This, undoubtedly, is the neceſſary 

Wiuty of every Believer in Jeſus, who confeſſes him 
he ſupreme head over all Things to the Church, 
nd is willing to be own'd one of his Diſciples. For, 
ccording to the Goſpel, men are to be made Diſ- 
ples by teaching, then baptized, ſo added to the 
-hurch z and in the ſtate of Church Members, are 


0 be taught, and to practice all things Elſe our 
b Loi 


1 Church 
s Can mee 
Religion 

„ and One 
to this 108 
ciet” 4 


"4 
wy 


* — 4 EE 


- — 
— — — — 
0 * -”. 


: ” 
13! 
l #75 
\ 
I 
1 
18 
N 
= 
4 
4 
. ö 
3 
** 
. 
11 
i: 
. 
1 
l 
[1 = 
i 1 
4 4 
- 
4 
1 
#4 
= 


5 
Ys 
: 
w 


xx A Prefatory Diſcourſe. 


Lord has commanded. Or, in other words, the 
Goſpel requires men, firſt to repent and believe, . I. 
then to be baptized, and ſo added to the Church: Fen 
Hence the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. viii. 5. They fit felze 
gave their ownſelves to the Lord and unto us by the R th 
Hill of God. | Thur 
Perhaps ſome may be inclined to aſk, Is it the He P. 
duty of thoſe who are not made diſciples by teach- mem 
ing, who have no faith, who either do not or are Le {al 
not capable to profeſs any, to be join'd to a Church? Fon, 
Moſt certainly it is not their duty. However, tho 
whilft they abide in this incapable condition and df du 
unconverted ſtate, were they to offer themſelves, ton 
or others to bring them, 'tis the the duty of every End 
Church of Chriſt to deny them Baptiſm, and Ad- V atb 


2 


mittance to Communion. It is the Church's part, anſcri 


to ſtay till they are Inſtructed, and to wait till their $ £90! 
Converſion. But all Perſons who profeſs their own ſolly, 
Faith in Jeſus; who take due Care of their Edifi- . 

cation unto Salvation; who fix their minds on the Sof 
fruition of God, the Chief Good; who ſeriouſly jelic | 
conſider the means appointed to theſe Ends; and Pund⸗ 
who Conſcientiouſly apply themſelves to obſerve Pur) 
a things whatſoever the Lord has commanded ; tis Han a 
their indifpenſible duty to foin themſelves to ſome ? ty to 
Evangelic Church, in the manner Jeſus has ordained. hriſt 
It is not what others may do for them: Tis im- On 
poſſible to have it done by Parents or Proxies: It De R. 
cannot be done without Choice and Conſent. They Kater 


muſt do it themſelves in a way of Choice, and Ben jc 
in a Senſe of duty: As an obediential act reſpect- de] 
If 


ing the Command of the Lord; as a ſubjection of 
Conſcience to his ſupreme authority; with a pure truth 
Faith in his promiſes, and out of a regard to the Phable 
awful judgment day, when every man ſhall be NT Pal 
judged: by the Goſpel, according as he hath, or i the 
hath not done in Conformity to that Rule. I OPP 


There. 


71 
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xelieve, M. Therefore, to Compel men into their commu- 
urch: Pion by force and violence, as the Papiſts do: To 
% firſt eise upon new - born infants, and ſprinkle their faces 
; by the ith a Little water, as the Church of Rome, the 

Phurch of England, the Church of Scotland, and 
$ it the be Pædobaptiſt diſſenters do; thereby making them 
 teach-f embers of their reſpeclive Churches, or the Uni- 
- or atv erſal Church 3 without Grace, without Conver- 
urch? ion, without Inſtruction, without Repentance, 
owvever, ithout Faith, without Choice, Conſent, or Senſe 
jon and f duty; is ſo diametrically contrary to the inſti- 
mlelves, Bvtion of Baptiſm, ſo unworthy of the Order and 
of every End of Church Society, as Erected by our Lord; 
and Ad- P arbitrary, ſo tyrannical, fo unreaſonable, and ſo 
h's part, Þ n{criptural ; that it is a wonder of wonders, every 
"till their ædobaptiſt Community, don't ſee this notoricus 
hols mon Jolly, and among themſelves reform this greſs Carrip— 
ir Edifi- % 


Js on the So far as this Erroneous perſuaſion and anti evan- 
ſeriouſly telic practice goes, it is deſtructive of the principal 
ads; and dundation, the External being and order of a r 
\ oblerve purch : Becauſe it is ſupported by nothing but hu+ 
ded ; "tis Pan authority and pray, what has human autho=- 
to ſome fit to doin the Ordinances and Churches of Jcſus 
ordained, hriſt ? Nothing at all. 

Tis im- On the contrary, That men ſhould firſt be taught 
oxies : It Ne Rudiments of Chriſtianity ; be immerſed in 
at. They ater in the name of the adorable Trinity, and 


oice, and Pen joined to a Church; all which, as an act of 


t refpect- Nee Choice, voluntary deed, and pure ſubjection of 
jeftion of onſcience to the Authority of Chriſt ; is ſo ſacred 
ich a pur truth, ſo clear from the Scripture, fo wiſe and rea- 
and to thel pnable in itſelf, ſo agreeable to the principles of 
\ ſhall be ar nature, and a practice ſo univerſally ſupported 
hath, o. the order of the firſt Churches: That it deſpiſes 
Us. n oppoſition, and the ſuppoſed illiterature of its 
There: |; 2 ir iends, 
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Lord has commanded. Or, in other words, the 
Goſpel requires men, firſt to repent and believe, 
then to be baptized, and ſo added to the Church: Pon 
Hence the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. viii. 5. They firft felze 
gave their ownſebves to the Lord and unto us by the Vith 
Hill of God. tur 

Perhaps ſome may be inclined to aſk, Is it the the P 
duty of thoſe who are not made diſciples by teach- nem 
ing, who have no faith, who either do not or are Terſa 
not capable to profeſs any, to be join'd to a Church? on, 
Moſt certainly it is not their duty. However, the 
whilſt they abide in this incapable condition and pf du 
unconverted ſtate, were they to offer themſelves, utter 
or others to bring them, *tis the the duty of every nd 
Church of Chriſt to deny them Baptiſm, and Ad- PO 4b 


mittance to Communion. It is the Church's part, Þ2{cri 


to ſtay till they are Inſtructed, and to wait till their 
Converſion. But all Perſons who profeſs their os olly, 
Faith in Jeſus; who take due Care of their Edifi- %% 
cation unto Salvation; who fix their minds on the S0 
fruition of God, the Chief Good; who ſeriouſſy felic | 
conſider the means appointed to theſe Ends; and ound, 
who Conſcientiouſly apply themſelves to obſerve ; Pure 
zUthings whatſoever the Lord has commanded ; lis Dan? 
their indiſpenſible duty to join themſelves to ſome . (0 
Evangelic Church, in the manner Jeſus has ordained, hriſt 
It is not what others may do for them: Tis im- On 
poſlible to have it done by Parents or Proxies: It De R 
cannot be done without Choice and Conſent. They 
muſt do it themſelves in a way of Choice, and 
in a Senſe of duty: As an obediential act reſpect- 
ing the Command of the Lord; as a ſubjeCtion of 
Conſcience to his ſupreme authority; with a pure truth 
Faith in his promiſes, and out of a regard to the Pnable 
awful judgment day, when every man ſhall be u na 
judged by the Goſpel, according as he hath, ot the 
hath not done in Conformity to that — pf 
| ere 


* 
14 
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believe, | Therefore, to Compel men into their commu- 
*hurch: Pion by force and violence, as the Papiſts do: To 
bey firſt Peize upon new - born infants, and ſprinkle their faces 
5 by the 3 ith a Little water, as the Church of Rome, the 
Church of England, the Church of Scotland, and 

« it the! e Pædobaptiſt diflenters do; thereby making them 
/ teach⸗ embers of their reſpeclive Churches, or the Uni- 
"tor are erſal Church ; without Grace, without Conver- 
Dnurch? Fon, without Inſtruction, without Repentance, 
without Faith, without Choice, Conſent, or Senſe 


owever, e g n | 

tion and pf duty; is fo diametrically contrary to the inſti- 
mſelves, lution of Baptiſm, fo unworthy of the Order and 
of every End of Church Society, as Erected by our Lord; 
and Ad- © abitrary, ſo tyrannical, fo unreaſonable, and ſo 
ch's part, unſcriptural ; that it is a wonder of wonders, every 


- till their dobaptiſt Community, don't ſee this nototious 
weir own © olly, and among themſelves reform this groſs Cor ri p- 
Von 


ei ii⸗ Fc : | 

8 2 me 80 far as this Erroneous perſuaſion and anti- evan- 
ſeriouſſy elie practice goes, it is deſtructive of the principal 
nds; and dundation, the External being and order of a !rve 
o obſerve purch : Becauſe it is ſupported by nothing but hu- 
ded ; "tis Pan authority; and pray, What has human autho- 
3 to ſome fit) to doin the Ordinances and Churches of Jcſus 
ordained. | hriſt ? Nothing at all. 


Tis im- On the contrary, I hat men ſhould firſt be taught 
roxies: It De Rudiments of Chriſtianity ; be immerſed in 
nt. They Pater in the name of the adorable Trinity, and 
dice, and Pen Joined to a Church ; all which, as an a& of 
ct reſpect- Nes Choice, voluntary deed, and pure ſubjection of 
bijection of | onſcience to the Authority of Chriſt ; is ſo ſacred 


ich a pure truth, ſo clear from the Scripture, ſo wiſe and rea- 
gard to thef prable in itſelf, ſo agreeable to the principles of 
n ſhall be" nature, and a practice ſo univerſally ſupported 
bath, o. the order of the firſt Churches: That it deſpiſes 
hs. n oppoſition, and the ſuppoſed illiterature of its 
There? d 2 ſriends, 
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3 triumphs over all the Learning and Inge. Whe 

ty of its Enemies: Leaving them ſelf- condemned. 

ow, that it is the neceſſary and indiſpenſible 
duty of every diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, high or 0 
rich or poor, male or female, young or old, in Cr 0 
der to his Edification and Salvation, voluntary 
and of his own Choice, to join himſelf, in the me- y. 


thod preſcribed by Chriſt, unto ſome particular He 
Church, will appear from the following reaſons. * Io 

I, Becauſe the Foundation and Reaſon of this Cod, 
Duty, is Laid in the Law of nature. Laws 


s it not Confeſſed that man cannot exerciſe fr Fu 
h Reaſoning Powers, with which he is created, II hat 
without a ſocial ſtate? But is it not the ultimate 1 Ybeir 
End of his Creation to glorify God? How then $24 h 
can he in every ſenſe glorify his Maker, without he 
conſent to worſhip him in Conjunction and Com- $® the 


munion with his fellow-men? For is it not the ons h 
chief end of the Almighty in creating our Reaſon- $'t r. 
able Powers, that we ſhould honour him by that Rules 
worſhip and obedience which thoſe Powers are fitted $20w. 
to perform? Is it not unworthy to imagine, the ſe * 


veral rational abilities, capacities and diſpoſitions of 3 


man, were created for no other end, than to ſerve P te 
himſelf? Nay, ſurely to Honour his Creator alſo, andi 
But can theſe reaſonable faculties be diſplayed to the mb 
Honour of God without ſocial worſhip, or a reli-2<y 
gious Community? No. Then the foundation of $'971dl 
Conjunct Worſhip is plainly laid, originally in the . 1 


Nature of man. | Wis « 

W herefore let us enquire. Don't the light of} ? A 
Nature teach us, we are made for the worſhip ani orſhi 
1ervice of God, and our natures are fitted to that | 
End'? Docs not nature dictate we are framed for? 
fociety, and that without it we cannot exerciſe al 
our faculties > Does not reaſon tell us, the powe? 


to act a ſocial Part, is principally, chiefly, and i 
the 


1 
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nd Inge- 1 he firſt place deſign'd, for the ſocial worſhip of the 
demned, Ureat Author of our Powers? Does not the light 
iſpenſi>': pf nature Convince, that without the worſhip of 


Vor lou, dd in ſociety, there would be a total failure of 
d, in ©. pne chief end of our Creation, and no glory ariſe to 
luntariy Him, whoſe ſupreme wiſdom fitted nature for a 
the me. Community? 


particular Hence the original of Churches, or the devout 

eaſons. \ fſociations of Religious perſons for the worſhip of 

n of this Pod, may, in ſome ſenſe, be {etched from the 
Laws, Powers, and Inclinations of nature, 

-erciſe all I. Furthermore, then, don't it appear to Reaſon, 
That thoſe who ſo unite, are become ſenſible of 


| 3 heir duty to their divine original and benefactor, 
Tow then ind have recovered the knowledge of the End of 
ithout he #Þ*ir creation and exiſtence ? Or does it not prove 
nd Com. J the ſatisfaction of Reaſon, theſe aſſociated Per- 
t not the ſons base received the knowledge of the Neceſſity of 
- Reaſon. hat religious worſhip and ſervice the Almighty re- 
m by that uires, and they are bound to perform? F or was this 
z are fitted Ano ledge of God, expreſſed by worſhip, totally 


oſt, the whole world would be real Atheiſts: 


« Mradye But when *tis only corrupted, mankind, not able 
n to ſerve P. 7<nounce the impreſſions of reaſon, com- 
eator alſo, Handing Social Wor ſhip, agree in ſome idolatrous 
yed to the ombinations, and practiſe fooliſh ſuperſtitions, as 

or a reli. HCA or fear, pride or humour, ignorance or 


orldly intereſt dictates. 

Moreover, doth not Reaſon point out, that Socie- 
s formed for divine worſhip ſhould be fitted to that 
nd ? Should be proper to expreſs and exerciſe the 
orſhip of God in them, and not ſuch whoſe 
ame and conſtitution deſtroy the End for which 
ey are Eſtabliſhed ? Therefore reaſon preſcribes 
ie natural bounds of Churches in all ages and 
aces. So, according to the light of nature and the 
alon of the thing, there can be no ſuch thing as a 
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_ reaſonable nature that all things in thoſe divine {6 


xxiv A_Prefatory Diſcourſe. 


National, a Provincial, or Dioceſan Church: Be.“ 


cauſe the whole people of a Nation, Province or Dio bot 
ceſe cannot aſſemble together in one place, in : ¶ natu 


ſocial way, ſor divine worſhip. Ul ceiv; 
Hence, thoſe kind of Churches, whether Epic: als 
pal or Presbyterian, Calviniſtic or Lutheran, Romiſi\? 


or Grecian, are no more founded on Reaſon than they 8 


are on the Scriptures; for they both uniformly teach, 


that every Church ſhould be only ſo large as all? N 
the members may meet together at one time, it Jon?! 
one place for the ſocial worſhip of God. Reaſon? Law 
ſays, a Church wherein all its members canno Foy 
worſhip God together, is a manifeſt impropriety in Will 
words and ſenſe, in Je 


Again, Is it not one of the prime diQates of ou bapti 


cieties ſhould be done decently and in order? Tha +8 


nothing unreaſonable, and ridiculous, unbecomin!? 


and nonſenfical, ſhould be there tranſacted ? i 
And finally, Do not reaſon and nature, ſtrong... 8 


ly, plainly, and univerſally teach, That men ſhoud 
be extremely ready and cordially willing, 2 receim 
the divine Revelations, or the intimations of the tui : 
of the Supreme Being they meet to worſhip ® Name : 
ly, Is it not reaſonable they ſhould ſubmit to th 

Particular manner of worſhip he ſhall preſcribe; 
and the Particular duties they ſhall perform in thi 
worſhip as parts thereof? Is it not a moſt certait? 

principle in nature, that men ſhould regulate ever] 
branch of their obedience by the ſovereign wiſdon 
and righteous will of the God of nature? And it 
it not a clear article of natural Religion, that w 
ſhould chearfully obey the Laws he ſhall publiſh 
with the obſervation of which he is beſt pleaſed? 
For reaſon at once aſſents, That God beft knows l 
own mind, and what duties are moſt acceptable 
$imfelf, Well then, Is he not at liberty to 2 


ept. 


either 
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rch: —5 his mind to men? And cannot he find out ways to 
— on * have communion with them? And does not their 
ce, : 


natural relation to him oblige the conſcience to re- 
„ A ceive the intimations of his pleaſure, for they are 
er Spe always good? And to obey the Laws of his Will, 
„ Nen for they are eternally righteous and ſalutary? If 
than they, theſe are not principles in the reaſonable nature, 
nly teach, pray what are ſo? If reaſon and nature teach me 


rge as 20 f 0 worſhip God, who is wiſe, juſt and good, 

4 * don't the ſame reaſon teach me to receive all his 
KY Laws as wiſe, juſt and good ? 

TS CAanno! 


„e . Now, it is evident beyond all contradiction, the 
Opriety 1 Win or Law of God is that men ſhould have Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould openly profeſs it, ſhould be 


ates of ou baptized, and then be admitted into Communion 


4 with a Church: Then reaſon itſelf commands all 
er? II Belie vers to be baptized according to God's inſtit u- 
1 Aion, and be added to a Church. As God, who 


ſtrone“ Alone is the object of worſhip, reaſon being judge, 
ey 8 pas communicated his mind to the world, That all 
nen mou men who are taught the firſt principles of Religion, 


l Kein Pho repent of ſin and believe in Chriſt Ball bz bap- 
of the vu Piz an Joined te a Church: So the Lawgiver 
- _ Peing infinitely wiſe, juſt and gcod, the Law par- 


akes of the ſame wiſdom, juſtice and goodneſs : 
onſequently, there is no reaton any Believer 
ould withhold his obedience to ſo ſalutary a Pre- 

ept. But if a diſciple. of Jeſus Chriſt reſuſe obe- 
late evel\Wience to this manifeſt Will of God, who from 
gn wiſdon either Ignorance or want of examination; who 
e? Andi from prepoſſeſſion or prejudice, indifference or aver- 


preſcribe; 
rm in thi 
oft certall 


„ that Wilton. denies ſubjeQion to this Law of heaven, rea- 
all om on declares he lives in contradiction to the Law of 
ſt m_ ature, and groſly diſobedient to the will of the 
# knows Pod of nature, whom nature commands to wor- 
cceptable ip by obedience, in that Particular manner he has 
Y to mT dreſcribed, 


1 b 4 Let 
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Let no perſon think this is bold and extravagant; 
becauſe we generally explane the ordinances of Bap 
tiſm, the Lord's Supper, and the External State of 
the Churches, as things of a pr2tye and not of a a 
moral kind: But with ſubmiſſion, may it not with 
great Truth be aſſerted, That whatever is com- 
manded in the New Teſtament is either moral in its 
nature, or moral by adoption. Thus Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper are not moral from any natural 
neceſſity in the nature of things, yet are moral as 
to the obligation they lay on the conſcience of the 
Believer to obedience ; becavſe they are the Laws 


of Jeſus, which do bind as long as the Sun and 


Moon endure. To all Chriſtians theſe Laws are 
all one in reſpect of duty 2s any moral Law what- ? 
ſoever, and to them there is no difference in the 
event of things; for promiſes of bleſſings are an- 
nexed to the politive precepts, as well as the moral 
ones, and threatnings denounced on diſobedience to 
theſe inſtitutions, as well as the moral inſtitutions : 


Conſequently the obligation to obedience on Be- | 


hievers is the ſame in both, ſeeing there is the ſame 
event in both, Mar xvi. 16. He that believeth and 
is baptized all be ſaved; but he that believeth not 
Hill be damned. [See p. 7. and 17.] 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
As ii. 38, 39, 40. Luke vii, 29, 30. Heb. x. 
25, to 31. I 

Whete there is no Law we may do as we pleaſe; 
but Chriſtians are tied up to rules and meaſures, © 
they are under the Laws of Chriſt, and every one 
of his Laws morally binds the conſcience, We 
have no Legiſlator in Religion but God, and in 
theſe laſt times he hath ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
who is the ſupreme Head of the Church, by whom 
alme we can be ſaved, and by whoſe word alone 
we muſt be governed. Hath he not clearly taught 
us all his Father's Will? Muſt we not, therefore, 


vagant; 
of Bap- 
State of 
not of a 
not with 
2 are given to encourage univerſal. obedience, 
= thteatnings are denounced to deter us from omiſ- 
1m and 


ig com- 
-al in its 


natural 
moral as 


he moral 
dience to 
itutions: 


the ſame 


vet h and 
ieveth nat 
ef. iii. 21. 


Heb. x. 
exacts obedience in the very individual manner ſet 
re pleaſe; 
meaſures, © 
very one 
ce. We to ſome Chriſtian Community, in ths very way 
„ and in A 
his Son, 
by whom 
'ord alone 
ly taught 
therefore, 
in 


Z rent. 
2 obedience or diſobedience to Poſitive Laws is equal- 
f ly ſafe. 
2 on Be- is equally ſecure to fulfill them according to the in- 
3 te:tron of the Legiſlator, or, in a different way. 
No. For Poſitive Precepts are thoſe things in which 
God will make he prof of our obedience: They 


are things in which he will be perfectly obeyed, in 
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in obedience bring our underſtandings and wills, 
powers and practice unto him? He is our Guide, 
and we muſt be guided by him in all our ways and 
duties. His Laws muſt be the meaſure of our ac- 
tions and the ſtandard of our lives. His promiſes 
His 


ſions, and every irregularity in the eſſays of duty. 


Should we not, are we not under a moral obliga- 
tion then, preciſely and minutely to obſerve the 
ce of the 
he Laws 
Sun and 
aws are 
WWhat- 
e in the 
are an- 


method of his grace, as the only and unqueſtion- 
able way to everlaſting glory? 

Beſides, Chriſtians, you are to conſider, that the 
Pofitive Laws of the new Teſtament have that 
moral obligation, or binding reaſon in them, as no 
power of men, no authority of angels, can diſpenſe 
with them, ſet them aſide, or render them indiffe- 
No reafonings of men can make it appear, 


Nor no man on earth can prove, that it 


which he will not be diſputed with, but morally 


down. Therefore it follows, that in the nature 
and reaſon of things, no man can prove himſelf a 
true worſhipper of God without he join himſelf 


and exact form, he has publiſhed to be his Ordi- 
nance and Law to the end of the world. 

II. It will appear to be the duty of every Be- 
liever to join himfelf to a true Church of Chriſt, 
in the ordained manner, if we conſider that the 
Evangelic Churches, or diſtin& ſocieties of the 
5 b 5 Faithful, 
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ONE, UNIVERSAL and UNDIVIDED. It is the 
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Faithful, were typified by the Law of Maſes, and ii (e jo 
foretold by the Prophets, but were and are aCtual-WW © w 
ly erected by Jeſus Chriſt under the New Teſta· ¶ man 
mcnt. | | tion 

As this is an undeniable and allowed truth, then T 
every reaſon that can be brought to induce men toi thre: 
believe, That Jeſus is the Meſſiab, one commiſ- of pt 
ſidned from heaven, to be the Teacher of the di-M of ti 
vine will; one who came to be the Saviour of ſin- ¶ uncc 
ners, the Redeemer of his Church, the Mediator repe! 
between God and man, and the Judge at the laſt MF tanc 
day; muſt have equal force to perſuade you to yield F conc 
abedience-to his inſtitution of a Church, and to A regu 
that reaſonable and particular manner he has obliged of g 
his ſubjects to be admitted to the privileges thereof. ¶ Chu 
If one thing is believed of him, why not all? 1 thei 
you, in conſcience, obey one of his Laws, why not ful, 
all of them? For there can be no mixtures of wiſ- and. 
dom and folly in him, who contains all the trea- FF Thi 
fures of wiſdom and knowledge. Is one inſtitution 3 
good and another evil? No. For all his Laws are 
good and proper. Has he authority to command 
the conſcience to obedience in one inſtance, and no 
authority in another? Does not every Chriſtian at 
once ſee the abſurdity of this in reaſon? But un- uſe . 
happily, how many aſſent to it in practiee? They and 
are willing to obey in a few things, but not in all. wh: 
In ſome inſtances they acknowledge the authority ner, 
of Jeſus, in others they ſay, ** He has No power,  ſpel 
the thing is indifferent, it may or may not be pair 
done.“ Is not this treating the moſt bleſſed Sa- dan 


- viour, the Almighty and infinitely wiſe La wgiver, and 


with great Contempt, prophane neglect and abuſe? i fin, 
But whatever be the opinions, or practices of par- 
tial men, the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt remains 


fame in this precept, ** Thou ſhalt be bophinen and q 
Boy joined 
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ct joined to the Church,” as in this, Thou ſhalt. 
& worſhip God.” He that commanded one, com- 
manded the other: The authority and moral obliga- 
tion to obedience is the ſame in both. 

This will alſo appear from the promiſes and 
threatnings in the Goſpel. Are there not two kinds 
of promiſes, diſtinguiſhed by the different conditions 


Ioſes, and 
re aCtual-| 


w I eſta-} 


uh, then! 
e men to 
commiſ- 


f the di · of thoſe to whom they are made? The firſt is to 


ur of ſin- unconverted ſinners, in order to encourage them to 
Mediator repent of their ſins, promiſing pardon and accep- 
t the laſt F tance; and to believe in Jeſus for remiſſion and re- 
u to yield AF conciliation. On their Repentance and Faith in the 
, and to regular order of things, or in the eſtabliſhed method 
as obliged of grace, they are to be baptized and added to the 
s thereof. Church. Baptiſm being the outward fign to them 
Qt all? II their fins are remitted, and Society with the Faith- 
why not ful, of their being heirs of the heavenly inheritance, 
s of wil. and joint heirs with Chriſt of the glory to be revealed. 
the trea - Thus being, as Penitents and Believers, baptized and 
nſtitution joined to a Church; then, ſecondly, all thoſe promi- 
Laws are ſes, aſſuring God's preſence, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
ommand ; comfort, preſervation, growth in grace, victory 
e, and no over temptations, perſeverance and falvation, be- 
riſtian at long to them, that they may be encouraged in the 
But un- uſe of Means, be diligent in the ways of the Lord, 
e? They andexcited as Church-members to obſerve all things 
10t in all. whatſoever Chriſt has commanded. In like man- 
authority ner, there are two kinds of threatnings in the Go- 
o power, ſpel, the one denounces the wrath of God and the 
not be A pains of hell, the unquenchable fire and endleſs 
lefled Sa- damnation upon the impenitent, the unbelieving 
awgiver, and diſobedient, to convince them of the danger in 
1d abuſe? i fin, and awaken them to Repentance. The other 
es of par- kind of threatnings declare the anger and diſpleaſure 
| remains of the Lord againſt all who have made profeſſion 
It is the of Religion and turn away into errors or vice: 
tized and Theſe are announced againſt all Back ſliders and 
joined | Apo- 
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Apoſtates, Who live unworthy of the Faith, of 
their Baptiſm and Union with the Faithful. 


- Now, what greater motives can poſſibly be urg- 
ed, to induce every ſerious and thinking mind, to 
give himſelf to the Lord and to his Church, ac- 
cording to his will, than ſuch aſſuring promiſes of 
pardon and ſuch terrible threatnings of condemna- 
tion? Would the infinitely wiſe, holy, and good 
God have been ſo liberal of his promiſes, or ſo aw- 
ful in his threatnings, if Baptiſm and joining to 


the Church had not been the neceſſary, the moral- 
ly obligatory duty upon his diſciples ? If it was not 
their indiſpenſible duty, profitable to their fouls, 
and highly conducive to their endleſs intereſts, what 
occaſion to allure them by promiſes to obedience, 
or deter them by threatnings from diſobedience ? It 
it was not abſolutely neceſſary and incumbent upon 
all profeſſed, baptized Believers to hold faſt their 
Principles, and continue in the Communion of a 
Chriſtian Church; why does he lay ſuch gracious 
promiſes before them, or terrify them with dread- 
ful menaces from breaking down the fences of his 
inſtituted Societies, and renouncing the obligations 
acknowledged in their Baptiſm ? 


the 
II. That it is the duty of all Believers, to be 


baptized and initiated into a Church, will be evi- 
dent from this, That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 
given to his Churches the Means of edification and 
ſalvation. $855 

Which Means are, the preaching of the word, 
and expoſition of the ſcriptures: The adminiſtra- 


tion of the ordinances, the exerciſe of diſcipline, Þ: 


and the ſolemnities of public N and praiſe. 
'T heſe are the external means of growth in grace, 
the ordained ways to be edified in the Faith, and 


'the appointed inſtruments of promoting knowledge, 


holineſs, and comfort. In the uſe of thefe means, 


the 
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e Lord has promiſed his preſence and bleſling, as 
ell as he will concur with the ſacred inſtruments 
Fo effect the promiſed end. Now where is his hleſ- 


* 


14 


; 
Ing to be expected, but in the full and pious enjoy- 
nent of his inſtituted means? Where ſhall he be 
} et with, but in his own appointments ? 
But if there be any of Chriſt's diſciples who ne- 
FleCt thoſe means, who live in a dull careleſſneſs of 
Iheir duties, or don't attend them according to the 
nind of the Lord: Is not this to deſpiſe the Lord ? 
To diſregard his love? To reject his authority? 
And to Tight his wiſdom which contrived theſe as 
Ihe moſt fit and proper means to procure their ſpi- 
Fitual and eternal happineſs? Can any man deny, 
put that every conſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
proceed from unerring wiſdom? Every ordinance 
uſt flow from boundleſs goodneſs to man? What 


Obligation is this, then, to obedience ! How ſtrong, 
ow loud is the call to a dutiful ſubmiſſion to ſuch 
wiſe and good appointments ! EX 

Our improvement in the ſpiritual life, and the 
Sttainment of immortal joys are the ends of all reli- 
gious means. If therefore there is a moral obligation 
upon us to obtain the end: Is there not a moral 
obligation upon us to uſe the means to accompliſh 
that end? It. is the greateſt abſurdity in the world, 
to expect an end, and deſpiſe the means proper for 


yet neglect the means of ſalvation? Therefore to 
arrive at ſalvation, our Lord has appointed Repen- 
tance, Faith, Baptiſm, and Communion with his 
Church, as means to obtain ſpiritual things, and be 
the nouriſhment of the divine life born in our ſouls, 
What weakneſs, what folly, what infatuation, to 
deſire the end, yet neglect the means! Conſequently, 
is it not evident, that every perſon who takes due 
care of his ſalvation, is moſt certainly under a ma 
ra 


— —— —— 


_ 
* nn —rPPPmm p — — 
— — 


that end. What abſurdity to hope for ſalvation, 
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ral obligation to uſe al! the means of ſalvation, a Piſciples, 
the Lord hath appointed? elves di 

IV. This will appear further from hence, That ho' lo 
there are ſome duties of Chriſtianity which cannd 5s due in 


be truly performed, without being joined to ”J ures of 


Congregation of the Faithful. Ithe wa) 
The Law of nature ſuggeſts, and the ſcriptur comma! 
' plainly require, The worſhip of God ſhould be the mer 
public as well as private; ſocial as well as ſing|. | mediate 
How can public worſhip be celebrated without ſo- For, 
ciety ? And how can ſpiritual ſocieties be formel in love, 
without a profeſſed ſubjection of conſcience to tie doubtfu 
authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſeeking admittance! which 
in the manner he has preſcribed? Wherefore, it the tro 
morally binding upon all Believers to unite them. Here |c 
ſelves, in Evangelic bands to ſuch a ſociety, or brother 
they don't worſhip God as they ſhould. niUes \ 
Are not the due and right adminiſtration of the 4 knowl 
ordinances of Chriſt, a part of public, ſocial wor- the 
ſhip? How can you worſhip God by this part off} that al 
obedience without you ſubmit to thoſe ordinances? 3 evil ſp 
Is it not your neceſſary duty to join in this and e ©© 
every part of public worſhip? Is it not the rei tber,“ 
duty of oroey to unite with the Church in| theſe f 
this ſolemn Communion ? dens, 
Has not Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted Churches, that] fietio. 
all his diſciples may be edified, and be mutually aſ- ly lov 
fiſting to one another for good? How ſhall they] in this 
partake of theſe ends, without they are initiated? |} Can tl 
Can they expect his bleſſing, or increaſe in know- diſcha 
ledge and faith, in love and hope, in comfort, or Chriſ 
be brought to conformity to himſelf; unleſs they q will 
comply with the means conducive to ſuch noble Wil 
ends ? perſo 


Is it not our Lord's new and great command- dello 
ment, That his diſciples ſhould love one another?! ©! 
How is it poſlible to exerciſe this duty to others as | 

dil. 
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| 


tion, Piſciples, without they publickly acknowledge them- 

elves diſciples in the manner he has appointed? 
e, Tha Tho' love is the fulfilling of the moral Law, and 
1 cannoi Is due in benevolence to all mankind ; yet the mea- 
to ſom: Iſures of this love, the motives to its exerciſe, and 

Ithe way in which it ſhall be diſcharged, is a new 
cripturs commandment: And the profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt, 
ould be the members of his Church, are the firſt and im- 


s ſingl. mediate objects of it. 
hout lo, For, in the Church it is, that we are to receive 
formel Jin love, him that is weak in the Faith, and forbear 
e to the doubtful diſputation, Here we exerciſe that love 
nittance which judges not our brother. In theſe ſocieties 
ore, it h; the ſtrong are io bear the infirmities of the weak. 
them · Here love moves us not to pleaſe ourſelves, but our 
iety, o, brother for his edification, In theſe holy commu- 
Inities we are to be full of goodneſs, filled with 
| of the knowledge, and in charity to admoniſh one another 
al wor-“ in the Lord. It is in thoſe Chriſtian affociations, 
part off that all bitterneſs and wrath, anger and clamour, 
1ances? A evil ſpeaking and malice, are put away. And we 
his and are to be kind, tender-hearted, forgiving one ano- 
he real tber, as God for Chriſt's fake forgiveth us. In 
urch in! theſe fellowſhips we are to bear one another's bur- 
dens, know each other's conditions, wants, and af- 
s, that! flictions, and pray in fervency of ſpirit and brother- 
ally af. 1y love one for another. How is it poſlible to live 
U they] in this exalted friendſhip and divine charity? How 
tiated? can thoſe noble acts and glorious offices of love be 
know- diſcharged, but to the avowed diſciples of Jeſus 
fort, or Chriſt? And where ſhall you ſeek them, or where 
s they Vill you find them but as members of his Churches? 
noble! Will it not hence follow, it is the real duty of all 
23 perſons, who believe with their hearts, to make con- 
mand- feſſion unto ſalvation, and be baptized into the 
other?! community of the Faithful, in order to diſcharge 


hers as the 
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the above-mentioned duties, which an alienated, ot 
a ſingle ſtate never can do. | 

Hath not Jeſus Chriſt appointed his Churches to 
be the pillar and ground of Truth, namely, That N 


ordinance, ſhould, as a means, be preſerved in their 
purity, perfection, and truth? How ſhall this end 
be attained? How ſhall this obligation on Chriſti. 
ans be diſcharged to the Lord, but in the way of 


by theſe ſocieties, every doctrine, command, 2 


ſociety ? Whence, then, thoſe who are zealous for- 


the name and authority, the truths and religion of 
the Lord Jeſus, ſhould not remain without; but 
be initiated into a Church, that with the brethren, - 
they maintain the purity of the doctrine, and 


oſpel. 

Has not 
to be preſerved in the obedience of his people, in 
their beauty and holineſs? But if there be no 
Churches, and if men are at liberty to refuſe join 


ing with them, where is there room for exhorta- 
1 TITS powers 
tion, admonition, or reproof, to thoſe who offend 


againſt truth and virtue? How ſhall we have power 


to remark the converſation of our brother but in 's my 


community? For of thoſe things done without, 
the Church has no cognizance ; but of the beha- 


a power to try and judge. 
ſhall admoni 
give an open and authoritative teſtimony of their 
zeal againſt vice, and of their adherence to putity 
and goodneſs ? nd a 


Now, none of thoſe neceſlary, thoſe incumbent |A,.y1;.,. 


duties, ever can be exerciſed in perfection by the | 


diſciples of Chriſt without ſociety. Whence, it is Hanne 


abundantly evident, that it muſt be the neceſſary | 


and 


ma | 
uphold bh uncorruptneſs of the ordinances of the 


Chriſt required all his commandment F 
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viour of the members, the Lord has given the reſt | ighteo 
Without ſociety, who Chriſt 
in love an unhappy offender ? Who |? 


ſhall eſlay to reclaim the wandering? or, Who can 
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nd real duty of all Believers to join themſelves to 


Church, in order to fulfill this part of their obli- 
ations: But if they do not, they live entirely be- 
cath the honourable, the perfectly ſocial character, 
zur Lord deſigned his followers to have. 
V. Another reaſon why all Believers ſhould join 
themſelves to the Church, according to the inſti- 
ation is, That this is the way our Lord bath cho- 
n to render his kingdom of truth and peace, of 
ighteouſneſs and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, visiBLE 

PN EARTH. 

It is in thoſe ſpiritual ſocieties, his mediatory 
Dower and authority is made conſpicuous and ma- 
ifeſt to the world. He ereCted thoſe communities 


ſo be a viſible oppoſition to the kingdom of Satan, 


monty ind to apppear as a different form to all the king- 


ple, in 


loms of the world. He never intended his Churches 
10uld encroach upon any powers of earthly king- 
loms, or injure the civil rights of any people; but 
o be in ſubjection in all temporal things to the 
powers that be, and pray for their proſperity, I 
ay, therefore, thoſe Churches are the viſible th 
pom of God upon earth. By ſome, this is called 
is myſtical or ſpiritual kingdom; but we may call 
t his vile Fingdom, conſiſting in truth and peace, 
$izhteouſneſs and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Now doth he declare himſelf a ſubject of Jeſus 
briſt, who will not or does not, in the required 

anner, ſolemnly engage himſelf in his ways? No, 
ie is look'd on as an alien to the common-wealth 
of Mael, not a fellow-cilizen with the ſaints, nor 
f the houſhold of Gdd. | 

Would he not be accounted a ſuſpected or a re- 
pellious perſon, . who refules to expreſs his alle- 


Piance to his Majeſty King GeoRGE, in the very 


Fnanner appointed by the laws? who refules to take 
the caths, or denies the authority or juriſdiction of 
| thoſe 
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thoſe courts which fit by the Royal Commiſſion? 
In the courts of judicature, the King's power i} 
acted openly and viſibly ; he therefore who proteſt} 
againſt their authority, or withholds his appearance 
and civil homage there, on legal ſummons: What 
will the law call him but contumacious, a rebel, N 
2 traitor ? | 1 
Now, the Churches where-ever ſituated, are all 
parts of the Univerſal Church, and viſible parts of}: 
the viſible kingdom of Chriſt. The multitude of 
thoſe Churches go to make up one Body where- 
of Chriſt is the Supreme Head and Sovereign King.“ 
Whatever diſciple refuſes to join himſelf to ſome 
Church, which may be called the ſpiritual court of 
the Almighty Redeemer, where religious honours! 
and divine homage are paid him in the manner ap-. 
pointed by his Laws: Is this man to be looked on 
as one of his ſubjects? By no means. Do not the 
Laws of Chriſtianity deem him a rebel, diſobedient| 
or unperſuadable ? If therefore it is the civil duty] 
of all ſubjects to take the oaths to the King when 
required, to acknowledge his perſon and govern- 
ment, to ſupport his throne, kingdom and cauſe: * 
It is much more the religious duty of all Chriſtians, 
to pay public and divine homage to Chriſt, in the ap- 
pointed way, openly to acknowledge themſelves 
the members of his body, and the avowed ſubjects}? 
of his kingdom. 
This undoubted truth, this obligatory duty, is even 


ſo interwoven in the common ſenſe of mankind, |? 
That Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are called the 
A word not uſcd}x 
1 


/ 


conſcience to the authority of Chriſt, and avowed|? 


Sacraments, that is, the Oaths. 
in the New Teſtament, but adopted into the com- 
mon language of Chriſtians. Now he who does 
not from principle and choice, from ſubjection of 


conſent and aſſent of judgment, take theſe Oaths| 
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the manner and form the Laws of Chriſtianity 
eſcribe : Is he to be deemed a viſible member of 
e Church, or a viſible ſubject of the King of 
nts? No, he cannot, becauſe he is not tranſlated 
to the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

VI. It may not be thought, perhaps, a very in- 
dnfiderable reaſon to prove and enforce this duty; 
amely, That in all the writings of. the New Teſta- 
ent, after the viſible kingdom of God was come, 
dere is no mention of any one diſciple with ap- 
obation, but, who was baptized and a member of 
me Church. 

To be convinced of this, it is only needful to 
ad the divine writings with care and attention: 
will appear no perſon is ſpoken of with com- 
endation but what profeſſed his Faith by Baptiſm, 
d became a member of the viſible kingdom. In 
doſe days of pure Chriſtianity, they had not learn- 
I the infamous art, to call things indifferent, which 
e Lord required ; nor little which he inſtituted as 
batters of importance; nor trivial, which he had 
Wade neceſſary: But they obeyed the infinitely wiſe 
Pod without reſerve, and ſubmitted to the in- 
nctions of the righteous Lord with pleaſure and 
dy. Did not the Apoſtles write all their epiſtles to 
e Churches, except thoſe addreſſed to particular 
xrſons. What are Churches, but men and wo- 
men aſſociated together in the bonds of the Goſpel, 
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LVowed | 


Oaths|3 


in 


and baptized on the profeſſion of their own proper 
aith? It was ſuch baptized Believers, aſſembling 
Pgether for all the ends of public Religion, that 
e Apoſtles ſalute as Brethren and Saints; as Be- 
evers and El: of Ged; as the Churches of Chriſt, 
ud heirs of life. It never entred into their minds, to 
Blute the Inpenitent and Unbelievers, the Unbapti- 
ed and Diſobedient, by ſuch glorious and peculiar 


tles, a 
Are 
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Are not theſe ſhining examples to follow? þ 
bright train of excellent worthies to imitate ? Oe 
has no occaſion to be aſhamed in ſuch noble con 
pany, nor be afraid to imbibe their principles or coli 
py their practice. Or will you indulge the una 
countable raſhneſs to deem the Apoſtles and fit 
diſciples fools, and you wiſer than they? As d 
ceived, and you in the right? As impoſed on an 
yourſelves underſtand better? Will their principle 
condemn yours, or yours condemn theirs ? Is the 
practice a reproach to your diſobedience, or you 
way a reproach to theirs? What think you ? Ha 
you not better err with them (if they did err) thai 
perſue a doubtful, humorous path of your own 
which for ought you know, may end in miſery 
and woe? Nay, but they were abſolutely in d 
right, and you moſt certainly in the wrong, Be | 
not therefore flothful, but Followers of them wil 
through Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. | 
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22 is the Conſtant doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and agrees with Univerſal obſervation, 
that there are but ?2vo conditions, which 
all mankind are in: either Regererate 
2 By or Uzregererate: either after the fleſh, 
or after the it. There is no medi- 
In between theſe ſtates, All perſons belong to one or 
e other. Every true 67-07 from the ſtrong to the 
FF uilcd Reed. have the dine life regenerated into them; 
d every Unic/ever from the Poliſhed moraliſt to the 
| oft diſſolute Reprobate, are equally in a ſtate of Death, 
IJ Faith, with many infirmities, puts the Soul into a ſtate 
8 fcllowſhip with the Father, and opens a paſlage for 
Feine Communications from the Son, by the Ho! 
Fhoſt: whilſt unbelief with all its boaſted knowledge 
d garniſhed outſide, leaves the Soul in a Nate of En- 
iy and Condemnition. As this difference, founded 
unqueſtionable fact, divides the human kind, into 
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the former, it is convenient to conſider, that Real, Een. 
tial thing, which cauſes this diſtinction. 

It is the ſecond birth, or being born from above, ab. 
ſolutely required in all, who ſhall be true members of 
the Church of God and inheritors of the Kingdom d 
glory, Jobn iii. 3. Verity, verily, I ſay unto thee, ec 
a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of Gad 
This great truth and bleſſed ſtate, eſſentially neceſſary u 
Church Communion and future happineſs, is ridicule 
by the wiſe and prudent men of this world, as the fan 
cies of a diforder'd brain, and the wild imaginations e 
an Enthuſiaſtic turn. Some with a ſtudied cunning an 
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a4 laboured obſcurity explane it away: others with a ' Ae : 
nnrighteous fury, oppoſe it with all their might, and dei * 1 6 

around Nicknames upon all who ackowledge it; and i 1 5 
mournfully evident, that the greater part of mankind e 8' 
. a f n the So 

are groſly ignorant of the doctrine, being, and power . 7 
of the Spiritual life. | Fe 
Though this fundamental doctrine of experimen A Fog 
and applied Religion, has ſuch a Crowd of Enemie 5 Hie 


without Cauſe; yet it lays upon thoſe who have felt tha 
omnipotent Efficacy of Sovereign grace, to ſtand faſt t 
the truths, they have received in Jeſus. - Let it be th 
unhappy Lot of the unregenerate, to defend their ow 
itate of Enmity to God, and plead for death, untill 


lot a na 
flert, nc 
urdly ſur 
aving ſy 


ſhall pleaſe God to conquer their Enmity by the Crouji Os T 
and renew them by that Power with which he is able fi 558 F 
{ubdue all things to himſelf. 4 TY 
Let, then, ſome texts be pointed out, which ſpeak wars 

the Nature of that ſecond birth, which makes the re: low. ote 
difference among mankind. It is deſcribed as the ima, 8 Fay 
of God reſtored to fallen man; as Cal. iii. 10. And ht arth] A 
ing put en the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, d n 1 72 
ter the image of him that created him, That is, It is i * 
creating again the reaſonable powers and faculties, tene th Fo 
pers and diſpoſitions of ſinful man into the likenels Mies 4 So 
God; which likeneſs of man to his Maker conſiſts pre ay 
knowledge and love, righteouſneſs and true holineſs: f g 2 * 
this was the original perfection of human nature in five Nr 
Perſons of Adem and Eve, from which they fell Me R _ 

; oot 
zranſgreſhon, and tranſmitted the pollution of Nature Lith, kno 
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11 their Poſterity; but ſome are reſtored to that ſtate 
nd recover the divine image by the grace of God. 

It is, alſo, repreſented, as a Participation of qualities, 
eſembling the moral attributes of God, 2 Per. i. 4. 
[hat you might be Partakers of the divine nature. By 


„ Eſſen- 


Ve, ab. 
abers of 
dom of 


Q 2 heſe Communicated Powers of holineſs, ſomething of 
| 4 Jad is in us, by way of Quality; as the members of a 
: Ree ew-born infant correſpond to thoſe of the Parent, in a 


ower perfection. There is a// grace ſeminally or vir- 
ually put into the heart, elſe it would be a defective na- 
re; for Eph. v. g. The fruit of the Spirit is in all Good- 
rſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth. And theſe are the fruits 
ff the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuf- 
ering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. 
Theſe graces are the qualities of the divine nature born 
n the Soul of man, and zhe reoſor it is called by ſuch a 
peculiar name, as well as they are the proper members 
pf the new or inner man. 
Again, this Change is intitled the Image of Chriſt in 
1s. Hence in Ja. Vii. 10. we are called, His Seed. 
(ot a natural Peſferity, which would be blaſphemy to 
ſſert, nor the natural offspring of Believers, as is ab- 
urdly ſuppoſed : But a ſpiritual ſeed to Jeſus Chriſt, by 
aving ſuch qualities planted in us, as anſwer to his ho- 
will and nature. For as the natural or animal life of 
he ſon is the ſame as that of the father; ſo are we pre- 
Hinated to be conformed to the Image of Chriſt, He con- 
ormed himſelf to us by aſſuming our nature. The ſame 
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ch 0 3 mnipotence which formed his human nature, overſha- 
1 * lows our hearts, and forms the divine image, of Christ 
S * 7 0 the hope of glory. We have born the real image of the 
. 1 FY 


arthly Adam; in the ſame real manner, we are to bear 


2eoledge, ihe image of the Second Adam, who is a quickening Spi- 
15, It it. From the firſt Adam, we derive a natural likeneſs 
1 55 n the Form, Complection and Conſtitution of our bo- 

i N lies; from him, deſcend to us vitiated diſpoſitions and 
Nr 6 q iy propenſity to evil in the unregenerate ſtate: But from 


ie ſecond Adem, who is the Lord from heaven, we de- 
we a real, divine nature, a Conſtitution of Soul which is 
he Root of all purity and righteouſneſs, goodneſs and 
alth, knowledge and humility, patience and obedience, 
FS in 
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in fine, all the parts of Sanctification, all the branche 
of Holineſs. | 


Ur 


ate and 


Irit 
This real and happy Change in the Soul of Man, i ke 
effected by the Spirit of God: For we are, John iii. 5,6 notion 
Born of Water and the Spirit, and that which is bern hether 3 
the Spirit is Spirit. The Spiritual life, which is give gands t. 
into us, reliſhes and purſues every thing agreeable to i. Spit 
heavenly original, and avoids the Contrary with Aver elieving 
fion. The Holy Ghoſt is a Spirit of Holineſs and Powe ire your 
Grace and Supplication, Peace and Love. If we pues. C. 
take of theſe effects, ſurely the root of the matter is truth, 
us, and the heavenly lincaments are divinely drawn erning al 
Therefore, In us will be the Spirit of Holingſs, whereb .- you 
we fall perpetually reſiſt the depravity of our natur fight and 
nd ſtrive to overcome the Corruptions of the fleſh ani ling ev 
the world, In us, will be the Spirit of Meekne/s, Goo Again, 
neſs and Love, which wars againſt all the wrathful ar ighteouſ 
1nerv, malicious and envious, turbulent and revenge Vay? D 
paſlions of the fallen Soul. In us, is the Spirit of HunMyontion 
{i'y, which Conſtantly militates againſt all the pride ou as a 
vanities of the world, and avoids their Excitement orality 
In us, is the Spirit of Content, ſubmiſſively reſigned Mndutiful 
obey all things whatſoever Chriſt has commanded, ales the 
ecquieſce in every providence of our heavenly FathaWM:teth? | 
In us, is the Seit &f ſacred Zeal, which regularly mood, bu 
allj our endeavours, dutifully to glorify God and promo. my er 
the Cauſe of our Redeemer, In us, is the Spirit i not le. 
Pact, which arms us againſt all the fiery darts of HHH. 
wicked one, and Diſcouragements in the World, In uf any 01 
is the Shiri of Faith, relving on the promiſes of Gime or 
putting on the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and looking 1Memorſe., 
the glories of the world to come. In us, is the Sir od and 
Grace and Supplitation, which lifts up the Heart to Gomes th 
and inſpirits the Soul with vehement and acceptable alſe educ 
votion. In us, is the Shit off univerſal Obeatence, ¶ Lonſcien 
gerly deſiring and conſtantly endeavouring to keep nd God 
God's Commandments with diligence, and ſubmittingMreature, 
the ordinances of Chriſt without ſcruple and with The 8 
reluQance, This we preſume is, what the Apoſtle rho hay 
gantly calls, A /iving in the Spirit, and a calking ino his im 


Spirit, And we beg leave to ſay, this is the intem 
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ate and real diſpoſitions of every one, regenerated by 
e Spirit and ſavingly believing in Jeſus Chritt. 
Be perſuaded, therefore, not to content yourſelf with 
notion of this truth: But examine your heart, to know 
hether you experience it in fact. Search your Soul, ho 
ſands towards God, what inward authority he has over 
our Spirit, Try whether a holy and meck, humble, 
clieving, and obedient diſpoſition, don't lead you to 
ive yourſelf up to God, as an inſtrument of righteouſ 
eſs. Can you pronounce this language of the P/a/i/7 
truth, P/al. cxix. 128. J eſteem all thy Precepts, con- 
erning all things to be right: And I hate every falſe Way? 
Are you convinced every thing God has commanded is 
ight and fit? You ſhould then ſhow it, by carefully ful- 
ling every injunction of the Chriſtian religion. 
Again, conſiſtently with that image in you, which is 
ighteouſneſs and true holineſs, do you hate every falſe 
evengeli Wy? Do you abhor all the traditions, corruptions, and 
t of HunSWrentions of men, which they impoie and require from 
pride a ou as a religious duty ? Don't you hate all kinds of im- 
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citemenmgorality and fin in every ſhape? Do you not hate all 
eſigned Wndutifulneſs to the ordinances of the Goſpel? Are not 
aded, anWicſc the falſe ways, the divine nature in you abhors and 
ly FathefW:teth? Is there ever a ſoul renewed into the image of 
ly mood, but joins in this pious wiſh? P/al. exix. 5,6. O 
d promt my ways were directed to keep thy Rlatutes! Then ſhall 
Spirit not be aſpamed, when I have reſpef to all thy Command- 
arts of Un. The abſence of a divine temper, or the negle& 
d. Inu If any one duty, by any of the born of God, mult one 
s of Gollime or other recoil upon his Conſcience with uncaſy 
ooking Remorſe. Neither will it palliate the matter with a juſt 
he Spi od and a fincere Conſcience, though the diſobedience 


irt wy mes through ignorance or prejudice, prepoileiton or 
eptable d 


ä Falſe education, popular cuſtoms or worldly temptations, 
atence, e Nonſcience in the free moments of reflection will ſpeak, 
o keep nd God will ever be the Judge of his own Laws and 
bmittingreatures. 


nd 1v 11108 The Subject of this Book is addreſſed to all perſons 
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\ poſdle echo have received the grace of God, or are renewed in- 
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to heaven. Its intention is to call them to a Great duty, 


Chriſtians in theſe times of Lukewarmneſs. Strange 
yet its the firſt outward duty, required by Jeſus Chriſ, 
ef all men, who become his Diſciples. _ 

If any thing is here advanced which correſponds nat 
with the word of God, reje ct it: for it can never be any 
part of the Chriſtian Character, to maintain, recom. 
mend, or practiſe any one thing, as a religious duty, bu 
what is unqueſtionably the mind of Chriſt, expreſly re. 
vealed in his word. But whatſoever is plainly revealed 
and required, you are in Conſcience, morally bound to 
obſerve and obey it, as you ſhall anſwer it another day 
before the righteous Judge, whoſe rule of judgment i Hnoralityv 
his word. As this duty here propoſed, comes atteſtcd|nanifeſti 
with all the Characters of its divine original, and requi-Where no 
red of all believers, by him who has all power in he-Whnd mak 
ven and earth, no man dare affirm, you are at liberty to zorality 
reject it, or be religiouſly content to ſuſpend or omit it ng the ſ 
Can any ſenſible man, eaſily diſregard the word offertainly 
Chriſt, when he knows he muſt be judged by the G0. Elegar 
ipel, according to the decds, done, omitted or commit Hing to 
ted in the body? | W-lves to 

The Great and firſt duty of Public religion, requirdMhng to Je 
of regencrated and awakened fouls, and here recom- yrofeſſio 
mendcd to their confideration, is, Barrisu. You ſhallfs a mor 
not be directed to thoſe many volumes, which have becnMends, an; 
wrote againſt the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, in the man-{Wcience e 
ner his infinite wiſdom thought fit to inſtitute this or-. Indee 
dinance; nor to thoſe, who have vindicated it from abu -· Nauthorit 
ſes and corruptions: But confine your meditations to the ner in w 
Scriptures,and I will lay before you the plain matter of fad ſitive, ce 

The ordinance of Baptiſm, to which all believers at without 
to be ſubject, is founded on thoſe words of Chriſt, aftet ¶deſtitute 
he had received all power in heaven and earth, as Mc-Mees and 
diator between God and man, as King and Lawgiver capable 
Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all n. Way. 
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and wife, a1 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve «lMpear fro 
things whatſoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am wil Chriſt! 
yu, always, even to the end of the world. 5 ſus Chr 

ap- | 


a. 
- - 
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at duty; Baptiſm is commonly called a Poſitive inſtitution, 

many hich entirely depended on the will of the Inſtitutor, 
OE nd has no natural connection with morality. But it 
s Ohrid, 


bught to be conſidered, there is nothing Poſitive in Bap- 
iſm, merely as ſuch, except the outward Characters 
onds notWhereof, For when it is received by a fit ſubject, and 
r be any dminiſtred in a right manner, there is as much of ſpi - 
| Tecom-Bituality, as much of morality, as much of the divine 
luty, bu emper and ſpirit of religion, as much importance, ne- 
reſſy re. eſſity, and reaſonableneſs in it, as in any other duty re- 
revealed Whuircd of man. Is there no morality in loving the ſu- 


bound to preme God, and believing in him, and expreſing this by 
ther day both words and actions? Surcly there is. Is there no 
Wor norality in exerciſing Repentance towards God, and 
atteſted 


anifeſting this by External ſigns? Moſt certainly. Is 
here no morality in having faith in the Lord Jcſvs Chriſt, 
and making Corf7//70n of this unto ſalvation? Is there no 
iberty to zorality in External obedience for Conſcience lake, reſpect - 
" omit n. ing the ſovereign authority of the Lawgiver? Then moſt 
word offertainly there is the pureſt morality in Baptiſm which 
the Go-Bo Elegantly expreſſes all theſe. Is there no morality in 
commun to fin? Riſing to newneſs of life? Yielding our- 
- [Wives to God as thoſe that are alive from the dead? Liv- 
required ing to Jeſus Chriſt, and entring into the required public 
recom. profeſſion of Religion? Surely there is. Then Baptiſm 
You ſhall 


Ws a moral duty, that is, a Poſitive ordinance with moral 
ave becnBends, and is highly moral in its obligation upon the Con- 


the man · ¶ ſcience of all Believers. 
e this or. Indeed, in thoſe little ſubjects of Baptiſm, which the 


rom abu- 
ons to the 
er of fad. 
levers ate 
riſt, after 


d requi· 


r in hea- 


er in which it is performed, renders it very juſtly a po- 
ſitive, ceremonious thing, without meaning in itſelf, and 
without moral ends. For the ſubjects are confeſſedly 
Neſtitute, (even in the act of adminiſtration) of thoſe gra- 


N 
. 
| 


„as Me · ges and diſpoſitions which infer morality, and utterly in- 

Awg1vc capable to reflect upon or improve it in a moral, ſpiritual 

al n-way, But the Baptiſm of Believers is an important and 

and of wife, a reaſonable and neceſſary practice. This will ap- 

2 q pear from q due Conſideration of the Command which 
am uid 


Chrift has given, and upon which its founded, 57s. Je- 
ſus Chriſt orders his Apoſtles to diſperſe themſelves over 


Bap A 4 the 


Wauthority of men receive to that ordinance, and the man- 
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the face of the earth, and preach the Goſpel; That is, Wlthe houſe 
to declare Where ever they came the joyful news he ¶ Ito every 
brought into our world, namely, life, 3 and We he 
ſalvation, procured for ſinners 7 his obedience, death, teach: J 
and reſurrection. They were to preach theſe things, they wer 
through a crucified and riſen Jeſus, to all men, without Goſpel, 

exception of nations or perſons. To preach to Barba. Wthe word 
rians, as well as Greels or Romans, to the ignorant and what is 
unlettered, as well as the learned. To make no excep- ¶ How he 
tion of Conditions, to the poor and the rich, to the no- Mhis Equa 
bility and the vulgar, to citizens and ruſtics, to maſters ought to 
and ſervants, By this, all partiality is removed; yet obeyed t 
who can be ſo abſurd, as to imagine, that our Saviour Nobedienc 
means any but thoſe who are capable of inſtruction? Na. cation, a 
tural fools, idiots, and new- born children, muſt be ex- Mare the 
Cepted, becauſe they cannot be taught. That our Lord Mceſlary t. 
only means perſons capable of inſtruction, is evident Wyerlaſtin 
from Luke xxiv. 47. And that Repentance and Remiſſim working 
ef” ſins, ſoould be preached in his Name Au ALL Na-Wito reper 
T10Ns, beginning at Jeruſalem. That is, theſe doctrines N and fort: 
of Repentance and Remiſſion ſhonld be preached to all N ing, Ee 


perſons, rho could be made ſenſible they had ſinned and doctrine 
ought to repent, and ſtood in need of Remiſſion. This maintail 
mould be the grand ſubject of thei miniſtrations, to pringin 
people of every Rank and Complection, without diſcri- nne, to 
mination of families, Tribes, or Countries. This is christ h 
further confirmed from Mar# xvi. 15. Go ye into all the ¶ theſe m 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. That is, which e 


to every man or woman, who will hear you. If this Theſ 
Commiſſion 1s not to be reſtrained to perſons capable of Þ miniſtr) 
underſtanding, why did not the apoſtles take it in the unpreva 
univerſal ſenſe, abs preach to beaſts, birds, and fiſhes, the on 


for they are God's Creatures? No. By All Nations and Charms 
every Creature, is meant no more than are able to re- 
ceive the truth. Beſides, this is but an enlargement of 
their firſt Commi//on, and one ought to be explaned by 
the other, Matth. x. 1——7. Then they were not to Can a x 
go into the way of the Gentiles, nor enter into the cities {reaſon : 
of the Samaritans: But, now they are to go unto all na- flint int 
tions, Gentiles and Samaritans, only beginning at Feru- mere ſo 
ſalem. Then they were only to go to the loſt ſheep 2 ve mu; 

e | 


Wterly in 
deed m 
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"hat is, the houſe of Jae; now they were to preach the Goſpel 
ews he ¶ to every man and woman, from what race ſoever ſprung. 
ſs, and We have now ſeen what ſort of perſons they were to 
death, teach: Let us, in the next place, conſider what things 
things, they were to be taught, They were to be taught the 
nn Goſpel, The Apoſtles and all ſucceeding miniſters of 
arba. 


the word, were to preach with great planeneſs and power, 
ant and what is done on God's part in the Method of ſalvation. 
 excep- ¶ How he loved the world and accordingly gave or ſent 
the no- nis Equal Son to be the propitiation for bur fins. They 
maſters ought to ſnew, that the Son of God aſſumed our nature, 
ed; yet obeyed the Law, died in our Room; that through his 
Saviour obedience, death and reſurrection, forgiveneſs, ſanctifi- 
n? Na- cation, and eternal life are procured. They ſhould de- 
t be cx- ¶clare the neceſſity of the divine birth, as abſolutely ne- 
ur Lord Fceſlary to Communion with the Church and the Life e- 
evident 5 verlaſting. Diſplay the Almighty Eftcacy of Grace, 
demi working all things new, moulding the ſpirits of men in- 
LL Na- to repentance and faith, meekneſs and hope, patience 
octrines Wand fortitude, charity and goodneſs, joy and long-ſuffer- 
1 to all in ig, c. To exhort with all perſeverance and ſound 
ned and doctrine, that they who believe ſhould be careful to 
; This maintain good works of all forts, and always, as actions 
ions, 10 pringing from life, and obedience following grace. In 
it diſcri- nne, to teach Believers to obſerve all things whatſocver 
This is Chriſt hath commanded. Theſe doctrines and duties, 
o all the Wtheſe matters of faith and obe dience, are the ſubjects 
That 5, which employ the Evangelic miniſtry. 

If this Þ Theſe, I ſay, are the Capital ſubjects of the outward 


pable of miniſtry, yet of themſelves and in themſelves, arc an 
t in the unprevailing means. The trueſt ſermon, beaurified with 
d —_ the ornaments of the ſoundeſt Floquence, with all the 
ions an 


Charms of voice and all the ardour of perſuaſion, is ut- 

e to re- Weerly inſufficient in itſelf to convert one {oul. This in- 

ment of / deed may be a pleaſing ſound in the ear, but there it 
* 


aned by 


ies, without the Spirit of God carry it to the heart. 


> not to Can a public Speaker exhort the heart to grace? Can he 


he cities ¶reaſon a puddle into a pure ſtream? Can he perſuade th 

> all na- flint into ſoftneſs? Can a finner be converted by rhe 

at Feru. mere ſound of words. or ſtrength of reaſoning? Whence, 

heep of we mutt know,. the Holy Ghoſt accompanies the out- 
the | As ward 
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ward teaching by inward Power. So that in the Apo. 
ſtles Commiſſion, there is a twofold ſignification in that 
Teaching; namely, the miniſtry of man, which is ex. 
preſſed : and ſecondly, the efficacy of the Spirit accom- 
panying the other, which is implied. 

That the Teaching of the Spirit is abſolutely neceſla. 
ry to bleſs the other with effect, is evident from 1 Cor. 
Ii. 4, 5. Aud my ſpeech, and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man's wiſdom, 2 in demonſtration of tht 
Spirit and of Power : That your Faith fhould not fland in 
the wiſdom of men, but in the Power of God. To which 
may be added, 1 The/7. 1. 5. Our Goſpel came not unts 
eu in word only, but alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much Aſſurance: And ye became follotvers of 1, 
end of the Lord, having received the word with Foy in the 
Hely Ghoſt, Whatever inſtrument God makes uſe of, it 
matters not; for both the gift and effect are from him, 
that no fleſh, no wiſdom, no labours, no eloquence, nor 
inſtrumentality of men, may glory in his preſence. 

The divine efficacy going along with the external mi 


niſtry, brings to paſs theſe two things as its firſt fruits, 
Namely, 


I. Conviction or Sin. This is the firſt work of 


the Holy Spirit which he periorms in the Recovery of 
finners, Jobn xvi. 2 He ſpall reprove, or convince, 1 


Spirit accompanics ſound preaching, he uſually couvin- 
ces the ſinner, in the firſt place, of ſome outward fin, at 
which he is ſtartled, and for which he is humbled, 
Then the divine power runs, as the candle of the Lord, 
to ſhew him the moſt ſecret fins in thought and temper. 


It was thus with Paul, the divine voice charges him with 
a groſs vice, Saul, Saul, why per/ecuteft thou me: On this 
reproof, perſecution of the ſaints appeared in all its Þ 
dreadful colours and horrid aggravations. But after- Þ 


wards he came to ſee ſeveral hidden fins, which he had 


not perceived. under the cloak of external morality, Tit, 


iii. 3. For we ourſelves alſo roere ſometimes fookſh, ' diſobe- 
dient, dectived, ſerving divers luſis and pleaſures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. Thus 


the divine light of the inward Teaching convinces of 5 


any 
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e Apo- 
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any irregularity of word or deed: Then, by degrees, il- 
luminates the heart to ſee itſelf, that its whole nature lies 
in wickedneſs; and that, The imaginations of the mind 
have been only evil continually. 

The Spirit unmaſks the eyes of the underſtanding, 
enabling ſuch to know their enmity againſt God, his Law 
and Goſpel. They diſcover their hidden impurity and 
vileneſs: their real diſinclination of heart to God, and 
that the fallen nature is a continued diſcaſe from head to 
foot. Then is the mouth ſtopt, and they confeſs guilty 
before the Lawgiver and Judge. 

This inward Revelation of the ſecrets of the heart, 
the corruption of nature, the diſability of the will, the 
impurity of the affections, and the earthlineſs of the 
mind, by the overpowering work of the Spirit of God 
attending the miniſtry, is, Tux TRUE Cavss or RE- 
PENTANCE, of godly ſorrow, of ſincere confeſſion, of 
ſelf· abaſement, deep humiliation and ſelf-condemnation. 
This is, The Repentance wnto life, and the ſorrow after a 
godly fort. In all this Conſcience of guilt, they receive 
damage in nothing; but the foundation of everlaſting 
joy is now laid. The divine diſpoſition of Evangelic 


Penitence is the beginning of the divine life in the ſoul 


of man; and is a neceſſary qualification for Chriſtian 


S Baptiſm. Without perſons are taught by the Word and 
nen the 


Spirit of God to repent of ſin, and do repent, Baptiſm 


belongs not to them; and if they receive it, it avails - 


them nothing, and may be deemed an uſeleſs ceremony. 
Wherefore that Baptiſm which is ſaid to be adminiſtred 
to infants, as its naturally and morally impoſſible they 
ſhould have the grace and diſpoſition of Repentance, it 
muſt be a nullity and invalid. LEE 

Now, that the Goſpel-method of ſalvation requires 
Repentance to go before, and to be profeſſed at Baptiſm, 
by the party baptized, will be undeniably clear from 
the following inſtances. 

It was required and inſiſted on by J, the famous 
meſſenger that came before the Lord Chrilt to prepare his 
ray. He was the greateſt Prophet ever born of a wo- 
man, and whoſe Baptiſm was from heaven and not of 
men; for God gave him a Commiſſion to preach the 

i doctrines 
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12 A Sggious ADDRESS fo 
doctrines of Repentance and Baptiſm in order to the re. 
miſhon of fins, through Faith in the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the fin of the world. I ſay he had a Com- 
miſſion from God to baptize all who made profeſſion of 
Repentance and Faith. Matth. iii. 1, 2, 6,.8. In those 
days came John the Baptiſt, preaching in the wilderneſs if 

udea. What did he preach? Repentance for fin, ſay- 
ing, Reßent ye. Why this doctrine? Becauſe the king. 
dom of God is at hand. Jeſus Chriſt was going to he ma- 
nifeſted, and publiſh a diſpenſation of grace, that all 
Penitents and Believers ſhould be pardoned and accept- 
ed. What elſe did he preach? The doctrine and the 
neceſſity of Baptiſm, or thoſe Penitents could neither 
have known or defired it. What was his ſucceſs? Then 
vent out to him Jeraſalem, and all Judea, and all the 
region reund about Jordan, and were baptized,” or dipt, in 
Jordan, coxFess1NG THEIR Sins. Confeſſion of fin is 
the outward fruit of the inward grace of Repentance: 
The perſons baptized were the ſame, who confeſſed their 
fins, and were accordingly received as the oxLy proper 
ſubjects. | 

But when 7% ſaw the ſelf-righteous Phariſees and 
unbelieving Sadducees come to Baptiſm, he attempts to 
teach them the neceſſary and proper diſpoſitions of mind 
to fit them for that ordinance, and to receive it with be- 
nefit: he refuſed to admit them till he ſaw the divine 
temper of ſincere Penitence expreſſed by them. O ge- 
neration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bring forth fruits meet for Repentance: 
5. J. O ye ſeed of the ſerpent! ye hard-hearted inſen- 
*« fible men! full of your own righteouſneſs, pride, and 
evil opinions! who adviſed you in that dead, ſtupid 
frame, and impenitent diſpolition, to come into the 
Church of the Meſſiah by Baptiſm? Go, ye are not fit 
« for his kingdom. Iwill not admit you, till ye repent 
of your fins, and bring forth fruits demonſtrative of 
„the reality of ſuch a work. Come then, and I will 
« biptize you.” 

The ſame important truth is aſſerted in Mart i. 
John did baptize in the wilderneſs, and preach the Baptiſm 
ef Repentance /or he remiſſion of fins. See alſo Lnke 

Ii. 


UN! 
Iii, 3. A 
in Jorda? 
tion, AL! 

'This d 
notion th 
the Poſte 
God, im 
Baptiſm 
out Repe 
rived at 
Infants i. 
wanted t 
per qual 
men to | 
ham for 
raiſe up ( 
norance, 
among 
knows 1 
that we 

parents? 
their ov 
talk of 
Faith ? 

tion, or 
there ne 
nothing 
obſerva 

Anot 
qualific 
Then / 
every on 
the rem 
Holy G. 
ſäme tl 
viz, A 
awaket 
by the 

have pi 
Jof the 
Jof the! 


1 
Y 


* 


the re. i. z. And the number of Penitents, which he baptized 

d wh in Jordan, were ſo great, they ſeemed to be a whole na- 
Com. tion, ALL. ConNFESSING THEIR Sg. | 
flion of This divine prophet reproved the Jer for an abſurd 

In thi; notion they then entertained, That being the Children, 
rneſs of che Poſterity (not Infants) of Abraham, the friend of 
n. ſay. God, imagined this natural privilege gave a right to 

* ling: Baptiſm-and Admiſſion into the Meſſiah's Church, with- 


be ma. out Repentance and without Faith. They had not ar- 
hat all {M-ived at the groſs abſurdity, of offering to obtrude their 
accept. Hfants into the Meſſiah's Church by Baptiſm; but they 
nd the wanted to thruſt in zbemſelves without teſtifying the pro- 
neither per qualifications, on which alone God has ordained 
> 7h, nen to be received. 7 hink not to ſay, You have Abra-- 
all the ham for your Father, for God is able of theſe tones to 
lipt, in raiſe up Children unto Abraham. Why is this Zerwifþ ig- 
k fin is norance, this pharaſaical pride and prepoſſeſſion retained. 
\tance: among any profeſſors of Jeſus Chriſt? God and man 
d their knows its ſenſeleſs and ſtupid enough, Who can prove 
proper that we derive holineſs, or gracious diſpoſitions from our 
parents? Don't all the ſprinklers of Infants contradict 
25 and Icheir own notions of fœderal holineſs, whenever they 
1pts to talk of Converſion, 'or Regeneration, of Repentance or 
fining Faith? Why are we amuſed with an Infant Regenera- 


.. tion, or imputative Faith, or proxy Repentance, when 


divine chere neither is nor can be any ſuch thing? We know 


O ge- vothing of it from ſcripture, or nature, from reaſon, or 


m the Nobſervation. 


ner: Another text that requires Repentance as a neceſſary 
inſen. qualification in all perſons to be baptized, is Ads ii. 38. 


le, and Then ſaid Peter unto them, REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED 
ſtupid eren ene of you, in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chrift far 
to the de remiſſion of fins, and qe ſhall receive the gift of the 
not fit Holy Gt. In all theſe texts Repentance means the 
repent lame thing, and is the temper of ſoul before deſcribed, 
tive of r. A ſenſe of fin, a godly contrition, a pious concern 


I will 


by the internal Teaching of the Spirit. So here, they 


+ i. 4. have pricking or compunction in their hearts. The ſword 

aptiſm ſl of the Spirit cuts them to the ſoul, at the remembrance 

e et their evil deeds, This did not enrage them with 
ii. : madneſs, 
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awakened in the ſoul under the miniſtry, accompanied. 
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madneſs, nor fill them with deſpair; for neither of thoſe 
tempers are of the Spirit of God; but were impreſſed 
with a pious grief, and rouzed to enquire after a Saviour 
and their duty to him. What "hall toe do? This waz 
the very temper which made them fit ſubjects of Chri. 
ſtian Baptiſm; the end of Peter's ſermon was to bring Ar 
them to this frame; and when he obſerved it was a Copio 
wrought in them, he exhorts them to confeſs it, and ſub. ſMWuftering 
mit to the ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, They complied Ithetic re 
without delay, For at many as gladly received the word and the 
mere baptized; and the ſame day were added unto then don. 1 
about three thouſand ſouls. to Conſid 
It ſhould be obſerved, that ſome of that audience the Spir. 
continued with the ſame inſenſible, unmelted, impeni- making 
tent hearts they brought. They remained hard and un- the 279 
moved; and for that reaſon neither were exhorted nor . II. 1 
admitted to Baptiſm, It was never God's intention to ing the | 
have thoſe received members of his Church, who are Sinners 
deſtitute of his grace. Neither have any men a Power I ſpel, ac 
or Right to admit any, except they profeſs their n appt 
proper Repentance and Faith: And if ſuch Perſons, after cents. 
they are baptized into Church-memberſhip, turn out M > bleſſ 
Hy poerites, vicious or diſorderly, as they were received Power. 
on a candid judgment, the Errors of Apoſtates are no him, in 
ways chargeable on the church, nor the ordinance. believe: 
However; you ſee the Apoſtolic method of initiation, ſeal th 
which is the Rule to all generations: Thoſe who gave a IM 7” each 


. ſerious attention to Peter's ſermon, who heard the word , 47 
with trembling and hope; who in their own hearts re- proof e 
collected their fins, and ſorrowed in a godly manner; Efficac 

who were led to believe in the promiſes of Remiſſion, WM Per pl 
through the blood of Jeſus, Crucified and Riſen; on I Preach 
© their profeſſion, were received into the Church by Only; 
Baptiſm ; ſo that the Church at Feru/alem conſiſted of what 1 
three thoufand one hundred and twenty, at that time. agenc) 
Again, tis for this Reaſon alone, you read in ſeveral 2 1 

4 


texts it is called, The Baptiſm of Repentance, and Th? 
Baptiſm unto Repentance. Becauſe the true God neither 
allows nor uſes any other method, than calling Sinners 
to Repentance, and on their Confeſſion, to baptize om 
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This is the firſt Leſſon or Doctrine the Apoſtles were 
ommiſſioned to teach every where, in their miniſtry: 
o alarm and move all perſons who attended on their 


miniſtry 70 Repent. Move them, I fay, by all the 
arguments, drawn from their deplorable and guilty 
ſtate of nature and praftice. To awaken them by 


a Copious Diſplay of God's Eternal Love, Long- 
ſuffering and Goodneſs. To rouze them by the Pa- 
thetic repreſentations of the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the infinite merit of his blood ſhed for their Par- 
don. They were to urge them to Think, to Compare, 
to Conſider ; which being accompanied by the power of 
the Spirit, produced Repentance, and with their mouths 
making Confeſſion, were baptized, immerſed or dipt, as 
the proper ſubjefts of that ordinance. 

II. The inward Efficacy of the Holy Ghoſt, attend- 
ing the Evangelic miniſtry, teaches and enables Penitent 
Sinners to believe in Chriſt. The miniſtry of the Go- 
ſpe], accompanied with the power of the Spirit, is the 
appointed means to work Faith in the hearts of Peni- 
tents. Every Evangelic ſermon, producing this effect, 
is bleſſed with the demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
Power. Rom. x. 14, 17. How then ſhall they call on 
him, in whom: they have not believed ? And how ſhall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how 
Hall they hear without a Preacher? And how hall they 
preach except they be ſent ? So then Faith cometh by Bear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God, This is a ſufficient 
proof of the neceſſity of a Conſtant miniſtry, and of the 
Efficacy of Spiritual teaching, as well as, (was it a pro- 
per place we might argue at large) that the ſucceſs of 
Preaching depends on the attending Power of the Spirit. 
Only we obſerve, there is no true and ſaving faith, but 
what is wrought in the hearts of Penitents by a divine 
agency; as Jobn vi. 45. I is written in the Prophets, 
And they ſhall be all taught of God. Every man therefore 
that hath heard, and Learned of the father, cometh unto 
me. To come to Chriſt and to believe in him, are terms 
of the ſame meaning. Every Perſon therefore, taught 
of God's holy ſpirit, believeth in Jeſus Chriſt ; and 


every one deſtitute of this teaching, continues with 1 
| ev 25 


9 
1 


P 


— 


- — * 

S — 5 
* by — 
3 — bales too & © 


1 — = STE. 


PP ee — 
= . e 
— i 5 „ 2 


n 
Pr 


— — 


th a. 


UNB 


ar followe! 
tis writte! 


eſus bim. 


16 A Sekious ADpREss to 


evil heart of unbelief, and alienated from the life of 
God, through the ignorance that is in Him. * 
But, when the two great and general topics of Re. 


ligion are preſſed with great p/anene/s and Application, to he orde 
wit, The miſery of man in a ſtate of fin, and the Re- hem diſc 
demption from it, by the grace of God through the blood No be bap! 
of Chriſt : Being, I fay, attended with the demonſtra. ere alre: 
tion of the Spirit, the heart is Ript open, the inward inderſtan 
diſeaſe diſcovered, and every diſguiſe unvailed. Fur. Neliever, 
ther, when miniſters ſhe the ſufficient Remedy, which is ]Welicv eth 
in the blood of the Crucified Lamb; the ſinner's recon- {our Lord 


ciliation by his attonement, and Life by his death: In man © 
whom they may have forgiveneſs and fanCtification, “ them t 
ſtrength and comfort, perſeverance and Life Eternal. “ ſouls, 
Again, when the Word and Spirit diſcover the gracious “ and 71y 
nature of God and his everlaſting love, his infinite wiſ. I“ that ſh; 
dom and power, his righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs mani- “ or dip 
feſted in the progreſs of their Redemption, which Re-“ cordin 
demption is eternally aſſured by the reſurrection, the aſ- WM" be ſay 
cenſion and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, and declared in “ Tidin 
the Promiſes. Theſe things repreſented in their true and {M* of fin 


amiable light, bring the Penitent ſoul to believe in Jeſus, From 
to have an entire confidence in him, as his only Saviour, Nreceſſar 
and to rely upon him for every ſpiritual benefit, in the ted be 
due time and ordained manner. belief; 
Now, according to the tenor of the Goſpel, the inſti- Let 1 
tution of the Founder of our Religion, the examples and Pears, 1 
writings of the Apoſtles, this is the Faith which ſhould the Apt 
preceed Baptiſm, or which ſhould be in every individu- for the 
al who is baptized. J Propoſe 
We will attempt to prove and clear this point from |M* this 
the following texts of the word of God. , cannot 
Firſt, from the Command, or Commiſſion, of our | zed. 
Crucified Redeemer and Riſen Saviour, who having re- belief; 
ceived all power in Heaven and Earth, and going to would 


depart to the world of glory, gave this Laſt order, in he ſho 
Mark xvi. 1 7 16. And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all Who is 
the world and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He that and ac 
believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, But he that believeth ted to 
not, ſhall be damned. In the parallel text, Met. xxviii. 19. luftict 
He Commands them to teach all nations, or Diſciple all feall { 
nations; that is, to make them His diſciples, ſcholars, 
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or followers by teaching and inſtruction. In Fob iv. 1, 2. 
tis written, That Jeſus made and baptized diſciples, though 


Freſus himſelf did not baptize, but his diſciples, That is, 


he order our Lord himſelf appointed was to Make 
hem diſciples by teaching, then he Commanded them 
o be baptized by the hands of his other diſciples, who 
vere already baptized : now that we may ſufficiently 
inderſtand, what a diſciple is, he is called in this text 4 
Believer, or one that believeth, In who? In Jeſus Chriſt. 


Believeth what ? The Goſpel of God. Therefore as if 


pur Lord had ſaid, Go Preach the Goſpel to every 
man and woman who ſhall hear you. Declare to 
« them the remiſſion of fins and the ſalvation of their 
« ſouls, through my death and reſurrection, attonement 
« and righteouſneſs. Among thoſe, towhom you preach, 
that ſhall believe in me, and receive my Goſpel, Baptize, 
« or dip them in water, for he that thus believes and ac- 
« cording to the Confeſhon of his faith is baptized, ſhall 
« be ſaved ; But he that does not receive theſe glad 
« Tidings, nor believeth in my blood for the remiſſion 
« of fins, ſhall be damned.” 


From this text ſome have imagined, Baptiſm is un- 


neceſſary to ſalvation, and may be ſafely enough omit- 
ted ; becauſe damnation is ſolely denounced upon Un- 
belief; to which is not joined the neglect of baptiſm. 
Let it be Conſidered, That, for any thing which ap- 
pears, it never entered into the mind of Jeſus Chriſt, nor 


the Apoſtles, nor the bright train of ſound miniſters, 
for the two firſt Centuries of the Chriſtian Epocha, 79 
8 Propoſe baptiſm to an Unbeliever. And it ſhould be ſo 
Jat this day, that they who have no faith, nor they who 
cannot make profeſſion of faith, ought not to be bapti- 


zed. He therefore that is damned by reaſon of his un- 
belief, is damned for want of baptiſm, becauſe baptiſm 


would have been a neceſſary Conſequence of the faith 


he ſhould have had, and the firſt fruit thereof: And he 
who is not baptized, is, in the Supreme Reaſon of God, 
and 2ccording to the Certain method of grace, interpre- 
ted to want faith, and ſo could not be ſaved. It was 


ſufficient for Jeſus Chriſt to ſay, He that believeth not 
all be damned, Becauſe he neither deſires nor Com- 


mands 
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mands unbelievers, whilſt unbelievers, to be baptized 
But tis juſt and wiſe, to ſay, He that believeth and is bos. 
tized fball be ſaved: becauſe he expects and Command, 
all Believers to ſubmit to baptiſm. And ſurely thoſe Be. 
lievers, who neglect this ordinance, are highly Criminal 
before God and their Conſciences ; they are jullly 
chargeable with want of Love to him, and manifelt dil. 
obedience to their ſovereign Lord, heavenly King and 
final Judge. See Prefatory Diſcourſe, p. 26. 

The next proof that faith preceeds baptiſm, and 
lifies for that ordinance, ſhall be taken from Adds viii. 1 2, 
But when they believed Philip, preaching the things concern- 
ing the Kingdom of God and the name of Jeſus Chriſt, they 
were baptized, both men and women. Philip preached 
Chriſt to the Samaritans, declaring the forgiveneſs of 
fins in his name, and ſalvation by his Croſs. Expound- 
ing what ſort of a ſtate the vifible Kingdom or Church of 
God was, what they were to Believe, what they were 
to practice, how to be initiated by baptiſm, and what 
glorious ends this would iſſue in, »iz. the ſalvation of 
their ſouls, and everlaſting pleaſures in the fruition of 
the Chief Good: They believed the heavenly news. This 
made them Capable Subjects of baptiſm, and were ac- 
cordingly admitted to that Ordinance, both men and wo- 
men. You may pleaſe to note, no Ifants, nor any who 
did not profeſs faith. | 

Another Proof, that faith is to be in and profeſſed by 
the perſon baptized, is to be found in As viii. 36, 37, 
38. And Philip ſaid, If thou Believeſt with all thine heart 
thou mapeſt. And he anſweretand ſaid, I believe that Feſis 
Chriſt is the Son of God. The ſtory is in ſubſtance 
this. Philip being ordered to meet the Treaſurer to Can- 
dace, Queen of Ætbiopia, preached Jeſus to him, that is, 
the forgiveneſs of fins and the ſalvation of the ſoul, by 
faith in his name. As they rode along in the Chariot, 


qua- 


they arrived at a Certain water, on which the Eunuch 
ſaid to him, See, here is water, what hinders me to be bap- 
tied? How came he to ask ſuch a Queſtion ? How did 
he know water baptiſm was an ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt? 
Whence could proceed his deſires to be baptized ? 'T'is 
highly reaſonable to preſume Philip had — to 
| um 
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im, the neceſſity and obligation of Believers baptiſm, 
or tis ſcarce probable he ſhould have thought of, much 


eſs deſired it. But Philip, like a true miniſter of the 


oſpel of the Kingdom, enquires into the diſpoſition of 
his nobleman's heart. J i ben belieueſt with all thine 


heart thou mayeſt be baptized? Believeſt what or in whom? 


Surely in «Jeſus Chriſt, whom he had preached to him 
in a ſermon, from that text in Ja. Iiii. 7. and doubtleſs, 
in the progreſs of this diſcourſe, he had urged the neceſ- 
ſity of faith in Jeſus the ſubject of his text. The Trea- 
ſurer honeſtly anſwered, I believe that Feſus is the Son of 
Cod; g. d. I believe all which thou haſt taught me 
« concerning Chriſt ; that his foul was made an offering 
« for fin; that he bore our iniquities ; that his righteouſ- 
« neſs is our juſtification to Eternal life, and in his Per- 
« ſon he is Equal with God the Father.“ Philip being ſatiſ- 
fied with this glorious Confeſſion of his faith, and well 
he might, baptized, immerſed, or dipt him in water. 
An inconteſtible proof, that faith and the profeſſion of it, 
in one's own proper perſon, ought to preceed Chriſtian 
baptiſm, 
A further inſtance of this is in Paul, as At ix. 18. 
And immediately there fell from his Eyes, as it had been 
ſcales : and be received fight ferthewith, and areſe and was. 
baptized, Though this might be a præternatural blind- 
neſs in his bodily Eyes, and Cured by the interpoſition of 
the divine Power; yet in that ſtate he was an Emblem 
of a dark, ignorant, unbelieving mind. He had not a 
natural incapacity to ſee, but a veil was thrown over the 
organs of viſion. With the enlightning of his bodily 
Eyes, the Rich grace of God, accompanying the inſtruc- 
tions of Ananias, gave him the light and power of faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt who appeared to him; his faith being 
true, ſaving and ative, led him to the firſt external duty 
of Chriſtianity : He aro/e and was baptized. Could he 
be an Unbeliever, who did not Confult with fleſh and 
blood? who did not heſitate to obey the heavenly call ? 
and who-kept the faith to the End ? He ſurely was a be- 
liever, and as ſuch, aroſe and was baptized. 
Moreover, another demonſtration, that faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, ought to be in every Perſon admitted to baptiſm, 
18 


* 


1 
8 * * 22 r - * 1 
A n , 4 | — — * N 8 


— . r Ms HR PTL WII <> ee 
— ——= | . —— 2 — 2 - == 
- - © — 1 : "x77 - „ * 4 + Y 

* CI » of # 8 —— : 1 


Fi 
mon Dy nn ru deg 20) — 
= — — — o o 


— 


wit ie dt: 
— 


1 
Dr 


TR De 


„„ 


- ir 


q as þ . 


20 A Srxious AppR ESS 7 


is taken from Ads x. 47, 48. Can any man forbid water, 
that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have received the Hoh 
Ghoft as well as weP And he commanded them to be bajti. 
zed in the name of the Lord. The Perſons of whom the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, were the Centurion, Cornelius, and his 
friends. Peter preached to them, the Death and Reſur. 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt, and inſiſted, That to him gave all 
the Prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſoccer 
BELIEVETH in him, foall receive remiſſion of ſins. The 
Holy Ghoſt accompanied his ſermon, and poured into 
the ſouls of his audience, his regenerating grace, and add. 
ed too, His Extraordinary gifts, miraculous powers, 
Therefore, the Apoſtle argues, it would be odd and un- 
becoming to deny water baptiſm to theſe Regenerated 
and believing perſons. g. d. Have they not received 
grace? Don't they believe in Jeſus Chriſt, for the re- 
* miſhon of fins, which I have preached to them, and 
brought the Prophets to witneſs to my doctrine? Let 
% no Chriſtian who is a Few by birth, take it ill that theſe 
« firſt fruits of the Gentiles, be baptized and received 
members of the Church of Chriſt and ſubjects of the 
Kingdom of God.” No man could diſpute the reaſon 
and righteouſneſs with which he argued, and according- 
ly they were baptized or dipt in the name of the Lord, 
on whom they believed for the Remiſſion of fins. 

Note. It is antichriſtian and irreligious, to baptize any 
who are known to be deſtitute of faith, or are not Ca- 
pable to make profeſſion of it themſelves. As well az, 
tis antichriſtian and irreligious to forbid any, who in a 
Candid Judgment, have received the renewing grace of 
God, and are willing to declare their faith in Jeſus. 

Loet us proceed to conſider the inſtance of Lydia, as 
another Proof of what we have aſſerted. Acts xvi. 14, 15. 
And a Certain woman named Lydia, a ſeller of Purple, f 
the City of Thyatira, which worſhipped God, uEARD us: 
zohoſe heart the Lord opened, and ſhe attended to the things 
which were ſpoken by Paul: And fhe was baptized and 
her Houſbold. The grace of God enabled her to hear 
the Goſpel, which Paul preached, roith underſtanding, or 
her heart. was opened and enlightened by the Preſence 
of the Lord, that ſhe became EffeQually taught and in- 
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ſtructed into the things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God. She BEL1EvED the things, which ſhe attended 
to; and accordingly was, in a right manner, Received 
2 member of Chriſt's Church by baptiſm. - 

It is to be Remark'd, Her houſhold are ſaid to be bap- 
tized, yet not a word ſpoken of their hearts being open'd, 
of their attending to Paul, or of their believing. From 
whence ſome are very deſirous to conclude, infants may 
be baptized as being a part of an houſhold. But are 
infants a neceſſary and Eſſential Part of every houſhold ? 
Can there be not a family without them ? How many 
thouſand families have no Children at all ? How many 


thouſand Parents live to ſee their Children grown to Ma- 


turity ? But as to the Caſe of Lydia it ought to be obſer- 
ved, her Condition, the Place of her abode and her Trade, 
are Recorded. Her Condition, a certain woman, whe- 
ther maid, wife or widow is not determined. If a wife, 
why had ſhe come ſo far from home and left her 
huſband there? Why muſt ſhe tranfa& buſineſs and not 
him ? The place of her Reſidence, Thyatira ; which was 
a city of Alia, Rev. i. 4. But probably come to ſome 
fair or market at Philippi, which the unlearned reader 1s to 
know, was the capital of Macedonia, a province of Greece 
in Europe. Thyatira and Philippi were at ſome hundreds 
of miles diſtance from each other. If ſhe had had young 
children, would ſhe take them ſo long a Journey, firſt 
by Land, by Sea, and then by Land again ? If ſhe did, 
would ſhe have been a prudent mother ? or would ſhe 
have encumber'd herſelf with them? "Tis not likely. 
Then we have her "Trade, a ſeller of Purple. Moſt 
probably her Houſhold, or Retinue, were proper ſcr- 
vants to drive the Herſes, Camels or Aſſes, which carried 
the merchandize, and to aſſiſt her in the ſale and delivery 
thereof. 

But if her Houſhold muſt be underſtood of her own 
children, where is the abſurdity to underſtand them ſons, 
Partners with the mother,-or mature enough to perform 
the office of ſervants ? They were then capable of con- 
verſion to God, and ſubjects of CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 
But if error muſt ſeek a covering, though never ſo thin 
and imaginary ; and ſuppoſe them to be Infants as young 
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as they baptize, How could ſhe undertake fo long: 
journey ſo ſoon after child-birth, as from Thyatira t, 
Philippi? How could ſhe undergo the toils of trade, 4 
ſoon after lying in? How could ſhe expoſe an Infant 
to all the dangers of different weather ? The Probability 
is ſtrong, her Houſhold were either Servants or Sons, 
aſſiſtants to their mother, or, if you pleaſe, Daughters 
- who might be trained to buſineſs. Beſides this ſuppoſi- 
tion is entirely agreeable to the Analogy of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and the current ſenſe of the New Teſtament; 
that Lydia's Houſhold were perſons capable to hear the 
word and receive inſtruction; were converted by the 
Spirit under the miniſtry of Paul, and Baptized in that 
River, on whoſe Banks they heard him preach. 

Let us attend, in order, to the next proof, that Con. 
verſion and Faith preceed Chriſtian Baptiſm, and ought 
to be in all its ſubjects, and it is in Ads xvi. 31 — 34, 
And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thi 
ſhalt be ſaved and thy houſe ; and they ſpake unto them the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in the houſe, 414 
he took them the ſame hour of the night and waſhed their 
ſtripes, and was Baptized, he and all his traightway. Ani 
rauben he had brought them into his houſe, ſet meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his Houſe, 
The firſt thing to be done to a Convinced Sinner, 1s, to 
direct him to Believe in Jeſus Chriſt ; and the next in 
order, is to Baptize him. In this very manner were the 
jailor and his family treated by Paul and Silas, and, on 


the profeſſion of their Faith, were admitted to that or- 


dinance. For they heard the word, by which they were 
inſtructed into the firſt neceſſary principles of religion; 
they Believed in Jeſus Chriſt. As they were inſtructed, 
they rejoiced in the grace of God, which they were 
fully perſuaded they had received, and they were obe- 
dient to the Command of their Saviour; for they were 
all ftraightway, or immediately Baptized. 

Some again, from hence, have amuſed the world, with 
alledging, that as this man's whole family were baptized, 
there might be Children in it, and ſo lawful to baptize 
Infants. But who told them there were Infants in this 


family? 'Tis certain the Word of God did 1 
them 
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men vrho had not heard of the extraordinary gifts of the 
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tem ſo. Have not multitudes of Parents ſons and 
daughters, children grown up to the years of Diſcre- 


and converſion to God ? But to root up for ever all 
doubts in this caſe, the ſacred Hiſtorian expreſly tells us 


family heard the word of God. They all rejoiced. And they 
all believed. 
and performing theſe duties, let them be Elder or Younger, 
is all that is contended for. But if Infants, by reaſon of 
their tender age cannot be Inſtructed, cannot be Con- 
vinced, cannot Believe, the Goſpel excludes them Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, and requires none ſuch as the ſubjects of 
that ſignifieant Ordinance. 

Again, a further proof, that Faith in the perſon bap- 
tized is an antecedent qualification to Chriſtian Baptiſm, 


1s in As xviii. 8. And Criſpus, the Chief Ruler of the Sy- 


nagegue, Believed on the Lord with all his houſe: And ma- 
ny of the Corinthians, hearing, Believed and were baptized. 
This venerable maſter of the Jeoiſß Congregation, ma- 
ny of his fellow citizens, and his whole family, attend- 
ing to the ſermons of Paul, who preached the doctrines 
of the Remiſſion of Sins and Salvation, by the Death 
and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, Be/jeved, This was 
the qualification the Renowned Preacher deſired to ſee 
wrought in his audience, and to bloom forth in an open 
profeſſion. He had his wiſhes. © They were baptized, 
| becauſe they were Inſtructed, and Believed the report of 
the Goſpel. | 
Finally, this is proved from As xix. 4, 5. Then ſaid 
Paul, Fohn verily baptized with the Baptiſm of Repentance, 
ſaying unto the Perple, That they ſhould Believe on him 
which ſhould come after him; that is, on the Lord Jeſus: 
And when they heard this, they were Baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus. Some have thought there is much 
| difficulty in this Paſſage, imagining thoſe twelve men 


þ baptized by John, were Rebaptized by the order of Paul: 


hut if the words of the fourth and fifth verſes are un- 
derſtood to be ſpoken by Paul, and not by Luke the 
Paul ſays to theſe 


Spirit 


tion and Choice? Are not ſuch capable of inſtruction - 


the whole houſe were exhorted 7o behieve., . The whole 


If they were capable of exerciſing Faith, 
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Spirit, Into what were ye baptized ? They anſwer, In, 
the baptiſm-of Fohn. Continues Paul, Jobn verily bi. 
tized with the baptiſm of Repentance, which required Re. 
pentance as the principal and antecedent qualification, 
ſaying unto the people, that is, the eros who attended upon 
his miniſtry, That they ſhould believe on him who ſþ1ul! 
come after him, that is on Teſus Chriſt. Tohn the Baptif 
preached the neceſſity of Faith in the Lamb of God, 2 
well as Repentance for fin, as the two Eſſential quali. 
cations in the ſubjects of Baptiſm. ben they heard thi, 
proceeds the Apoſtle, ſpeaking ſtill to the twelve men, 
when the eros heard theſe doctrines from John, they 
who Repented and Believed, were, by John, or his bapti. 
zed diſciples, Baptized in the name of the Lord Feſus. Se 
Dr. Gill in Loc. A plain proof, the Baptiſm of 7 
and that which our Lord inſtituted, are one. They 
both required Repentance and Faith in the Baptized, 
Both performed by Immerſion : And Both in the name 
of the Lord. 


Having, now, gone through the principal Examples df 
Baptiſm recorded in Scripture ; which are, we ſuppolz, 
everlaſtingly Regiſtered there, that all men might ſee and 
know what is required of them to be baptized ; name- 
ly, Repentance, whereby they forſake fin; and Faith, 
* whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes made to 
Theſe Examples are writ 
ten with the pen of a Diamond, to be Reproaches in al. 
generations, to all men, who corrupt this foundation, 
or introductory. principle of our holy Religion. I 
abundantly evident, theſe Examples and Inſtances were 
minutely performed, agreeable to the mind of Chhriſt in 
the commiſſion : And 'tis undeniable from hence, it was 
the invariable practice of the firſt miniſters of religion 
to admit none to Baptiſm but ſuch, who profeſſed Re- 
pentance towards God, and Faith in the Lord Jeu 


« them in that Sacrament.” 


Chriſt. 


Having conſidered the teaching which our Saviour 
authorized the Apoſtles to propoſe to their Audiences: 
That it implies the inward agency of the Spirit.co-ope- 
rating wich the outward word; the voice of God grvin' 
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er, In Efficacy to the voice of man, | which together produce 
"iy 64.0 Faith and Repentance: And that theſe are the neteflary 
red Re. qualities to make men and women fit ſubjects· of Chri- 


ficatio ¶ ſtian Baptiſm: We, now, go on to examine the meaning 
ed upaof that Part of the Divine Commiſſion, Barrizk 
o four. Baptize who? Such as are taught. Taught 
Baptii wnat ? Repentance and Faith. How are men taught 
God, a Repentance and Faith? They are ſhewn the Neceſſity 
_ of them to Salvation, by the miniſters of the Goſpel, 
ard tn, 


and Convinced of their want of them, with power by 


ve men, te Spirit, who works them in the heart at the ſame 
mn, they M:ime. What are the Peniterts and Believers to do ncxt ? 
is bapt . ¶ To be Baptized. But Boro, or in what manner, after 
ws. Seer hat mode, are penitent and believing Perſons to be bap- 
f 700, Mized ? By plunging, by immerſion, by dipping, or by 

They waſhing the whole body in water, in the name of the 


aptized, Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ? 

he name To prove this, let it be confider'd : That the true and 
proper meaning of the words, Baplixe and Pin, in 
all authors, ſacred and common, are uſed to convey 

mples of he idea of Dipping or Plunging, Overwhelming or Waſh- 

ſuppole, ng, Immerſion or Covering the whole body or thing in 

t ſec and water; or to Dip or Plunge, to Immerſe or Overwhelm, 

3 name to Cover or Waſh wholly and entirely bodics or things 


nd Faith, Wn water or Liquids, to which the word is applied, or of 


made toBWwhich it is ſpoken. 

are wr. This is the ſtrict and natural, the proper and Eſſentia! 
hes in a eaning of the word, and never ſignihed any thing Elſe, 
indation, 


atill that Uſurping Power, which changed Laws and 
-uſtoms, Doctrines and Ordinances, told the world, 
ces were Bit intended ſprinkling or pouring. aſperſion or perfuſion, 
Chriſt in Wroppiug or ſprinting. But the idea or action of Sprint- 
e, it wg affix'd to the word Baprixe, has no meaning in it at 


. 1 


religiom gl. Or the act of Sprinkling, expreſſed by the word 
fled Re. N. ptixe, is a point - blank contradiction in terms: An 
rd Jeu blurdity in ſenſe: A playing with words: And deſtroy- 

rg their determined meaning. Whether would the 
> arr: nan be the object of Ridicule or Pity, who intended to 
idiences: 


E:preſs the idea of a Mountain ſhould uſe the word Mea- 
t co. cope. ]? Or wanted torexpreſs the idea of a Mer by ſome 
04 ervin! oper word, ſhould gravely uſe the term At? Would 
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not ſuch be thought a little infirm in his intellects, or de. 


firous to impoſe on the world by jumbling ideas and 


words for ever diſtinguiſhed by the common ſenſe 
mankind? Baptiſm and Sprinkling are two EHential) 
different ideas, two different actions, two different words, 
which by common ſenſe will be for ever di/tingui/hed 
The one can never ſignify the other without groſs abſur. 
dity and nonſenſe, Contradiction in Terms and Coufy. 
lion of Language. 

Tis a molt manifeſt confonnding of words, ideas, and 
actions, to ſay to Sprinkle is to Baptize : That Sprink. 
ling is Baptiſm, or that you have been baptized, when 
you were only ſprinkled. Is it not an abſurdity, and 
calling the God of Truth to witneſs to a downright 
lie, to ſay, I baptixe thee in the name of the Father, ani 
of, &c. when you only ſprinkle? Do you believe, 
when a little water is perfuſed upon your face, the whole 
body is waſhed in the ſea, a river or bath? No, Com. 
mon ſenſe, in the common application of words to ac- 
tions, is never guilty of ſuch abſurdities. Common 
ſenſe preſerves the neceſſary diſtinction of things and 
words. Why then ſhould ſprinkling the face of a Babe 
be called Baptiſm, when there is no idea in one action 
which belongs to the other? It will be as eaſy to ſquat 
the Ci:cle, or find out the Longitude, as to demonſtrat 
that Sprinkling is Baptiſm, It is impoſſible that thet 
tvs Eflentially different actions ſhould ever be ore, whill 
Words and Language have any proper uſe : And we ne. 
ver can uſe the one for the other with any manner d 
propriety : If we do, tis an affront to our underſtand- 
ings, a contradiction to the word of God, and abuſing 
the common ſenſe of mankind, aud which, in n9 ht 
tale, could many men be guilty of. | 

But let us produce ſome proofs, that Chriſtian Baptiſn 
is only to be adminiſtred by dipping the whole body i 
water. We ſhall excuſe ourſelves from mentioning tt 
ſentiments of a yaſt number of Learned and Candid men 
who have own d that Dipping is the true way of Bap 
tiſm: Whoſe ſentiments are the more valuable, becaul 
they were in Communion with Churches who had nd 


reformed the Mode of Baptiſm; and confine our r-rool 
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o the Natural and Eaſy Senſe of ſome texts of Scripture | 
rhich ſpeak of Baptiſm. 
The firſt which is to be mentioned, is in Matth. ni. 5, 6. 


„ or de. 
cas and 
enſe of 


ſentialj When went ont, &c. and were baptized of bim in Jordan, 
Words, ning their Sins, The ſame expreſſion is repeted in 
guiſe lart i. 5. Is it not entirely plain, that the words Bap- 
s abſur- 


ized, and in the River of Jordan, explane one another? 
here is no ſenſe at all in ſaying, they were baptized of 
im out of Jordan : Or on the bank of the River Jordan : 


Confu- 


cas, and pr out of a baſon of water fetched from Jordan But, 
Sprink- W11ized in Jordan is ſenſe, and the meaning is proper, 
1, when Watural and intelligible. Suppoſe the words were ren- 
ity, and Hered, „And were ſprinkled of him in Jordan,“ is it 


woright Wot harſh and uncou hi? Had they been ſprinkled, would 
her » ani Wot the Holy Ghoſt have made uſe of another word and 
believe, Miferent forim of ſpeech 2 What is then the proper mean- 
he whole g of being baptized in Jerdun? In plain Erglihh, tis 
>, Com- I be dipt in Jordan ; the body of the baptized is app/ied 
Is to ac- I the water, which is the proper idea of dipping; and 
COMMON vt the water applied to the body, which is the idea of 
ings and rinkling. In baptiſm the water is the Recipient, and 
f a Babi which the adminiſtrator applies the body. In ſprink- 
ne acti ho, the body is the Recipient, and the water is applied; 
to ſquarerefore "tis faid, they were baptized. What? Perſons, 
monltratWhich includes the whole body. And the action was 
that the! Wtting them under the water. | 
ne, hill Let the Example of our bleſſed Saviour be next at- 
id we ne. nded to; Ought it not reaſonably to be expected that 
nanner all Believers, ſhould follow Jeſus in all things as their 
xderftaniWitern? If they do not, is it not palpable Hypocriſy, 
d abulngd playing Faſt and Looſe ? Is there any doctrine more 
2 7.9 9:1 ear, or more frequently inſiſted on by the Preachers of 
ery denomination, than that, © we ſhould imitate our 
Lord in all his imitable ways?“ Why ſkould we not 
ow him in the Exemplary of Baptitm as well as in 


n Bap:iim 
le body h 


toning theher things? Tis true he hud no occaſion to profeſs the 
nd:id me Mepentance of Sins, or Faith for their Remiſſion: But the 
y of VapMotive of his baptiſm was, * to fulfil! all tighteouinels.”* | 
e, becaulntiſm was a part of that righteoutneſs, and for that 
19 had non he was determined to ſubmit to it, ſetting all belie- 
our progs, an eaſy, an imitable example. Yet how mournful is 


Ve !peCacie to behold many deeming themſelves his dil. 


2 Cp, 
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the water. But had this ordinance been performed 
-Sprinkling, they would have deſcribed Circumſtances p 


cut: For who can be ſaid to go into ſprinkling or co 


28 A Seklous ADDRESS 7 xn 
ciples, yet unrighteouſly content to omit baptiſm, 2 


part of obedience to which they are morally bound * 
Our Saviour's Example ſtands thus, Matth. iii, | 2 


And Feſus, when he was baptized, went ſtraighitvay ou 
of the Water. As above, the words baptized, and out 
the water, interpret each other, and fully explane, hy 
baptiſm was performed. In Mart 1. 10. tis ſaid, 4 
Araightway coming up out of the Water. Had hen 
gone into the River, where the adminiſtrator ſtood in 
{ufficient depth of water, where is the Propriety of { 
ing he came ont of it? Had not he been 7mmer/ed 
aip! in water, where is the ſenſe in ſaying he came 254 
of it? No; the Evangeliſts were men of better en 
and under better aſſiſtance, than to write abſurditics! 
words, and contradictions in terms or things. Undouh 
edly they confidered the action they intended to deſeri 
and applied to it the moſt prefer word there was in t 
Language in which they wrote, Hence Saptixe u 
baptiſm being the very ſame in Greet as dip and yi 
is in Exgliſb, every Circumſtance they relate, is prop 
to the principal word, as going into, and comirg up on 
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culiar to that action; as, he wiped his face, and u 
his*vay, and not the abſurd ſaying, he went in, or © 


outiromit? Or who can go into a Baſon of water, or con 
out of it? Was the Ordinance performed by Afſperli 
or Perfuſion, it is ridiculous to Jeſeribe it in theſe pot 
pous circumſtances, as John iii. 23. Aud Feſus came i 


his diſciples into Judea, and there tarried with them and 


tized. And Jahn ndjo was boptizing in Enon, near Sal 5 mo , 
becauſe there were 5 Save rToxne mony waters, a great if © bi, 
of waters there: a7d they came and were baptized. I F A 7 ” 
Sprinkling been the Mode, the Hiſtorian would be . ; 
deſcribed it with its proper Relations; as, he a: ini. * ©* © 
Parlour, in a Bed-Chamber, in an Houſe, with a 8 Irres 88 
f Philip u 


Apen a table, and the like. But as dipping the body . 
water, is the One and Eſſential Mode of the Ordinam aer 8 CC 
the circumſtances and relations, places and actions int 
tioned about it, are proper, beautiful, and natural. 


lan, who 
ccording 


Mo 


0 


dtiſmm, 4: 
ound! 

th. iii. 
Mtevay or 


UxXBAPT1ZED ChaIs TANs, Sc. 29 


Moreover, the Apoſtles followed the Example and 
eyed the inſtitution of their Lord and Maſter, They 
ere more conſiſtent Chriſtians than to infiſt on the ne- 
flity of imitating the Example of Chriſt, yet be de- 


Fer ctire in a capital point. T hey were ſincere, diſinte- 
aid. „ed, and taught religion in its whole purity. They 
ad he ee not Corrupters of any part of the Word of God. 
Rood in hey explicitly taught the doctrines and ordinances of 


e Goſpel, though accounted fools and bablers, ma4- 


et 4 of {1 . 1 * — 
. „Nea and diſturbers They taught the whole counſel cf 
P mmMmeried * 7 * * . 
came 1 od; and, by their mcans, the Chriſtian doftiine and 

w 6 7 . * * . 

It 7 ndividuall r0! 

der = "og een the ſame through all the 
ſurdities ii” 


Wherefore, as they all preached the ſame truths, and 
actiſed the ſame things, we may take the Liberty to 
lert, and no man is able to diſprove it, 7 hat .they bapii- 
1 penitent and believing Perſons, voluntarily making Con- 


Undouh 
to deſcrib 
was in t 


' 12 r bberecf, by dipping the bodies of ſuch in water, 
3g" — A few places of Scripture will prove Baptitin was 
S | , 


2 1% u rformed by Immerſion, as the Apoſtles underſtood and 

formed f-*1!ed it. h 3 = 
ances of The firſt we produce, is in Ad viii. 38. And he 
TH nanded the Chariot to ſtand flill: and they went 
17 or en into the water, Both Philip and the Eunuch, and he 
ing or en Ned, or dipt, him. What unneceſſary trouble was it 
ter or coli $9 deen, both of them, into the tuater, had it not been 
Afperk dip the Perſon who had made Confeſſion of his Faith ? 
He, 2 0 with what propriety of ſenſe, could they 20% be ſaid 
„ came eome 4% out of the water, (ver/e 39.) it the Eunuch 
id not been dipt in it by Philip? If Sprinkling had 


hem and! Y 
f 55 92 en the Mode, the Circumſtances of the action would 
à great Me been ſomething in this way, The Enuch commanded 
br, „ wif of bis fervants to fetch a Biſon of water, and he 


inkled him in the Charict, and when he had wiped his 


would h. In 
r, he went on his way rejoicing. To have wrote in 


he was . ; 

ith P „is manner is proper to the action of JR: But, 
the bodf Philip underſtood the true manner of Executing his 
' Ordinan aſter's commiſhon, he propoſed Baptiſm to this Noble- 


an, who conſented to it without delay or heſitation: 
ccordingly was dipt in water; therefore the Circum- 
| B 3 ſtancys 


{tions m 
1atural. 
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ſtances and Relations are deſcribed as peculiar to th, 
action of Dipping. 

That Immerſion is the Proper and Effential manner 
of this ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, may be made appey 
from Kon. vi. 3, 4, 5. Know ye not that ſe many of us 
were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into li 
death ? Therefore we are buried with him by dipping or 
baptiſm into death : That like as Chriſt was raiſed frm 
the dead ty the glory of the Father, Even we alſo (hull 
walk in newreſs of life, For if we have been plantel 
together in the likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall be alſi i 
the liteneſi of his Reſurrection. See Col. ii. 12. and 
Gal. in. 27. 

Ihe ſpiritual, or, if you like it better, the moral ſig. 
nificution of Chriſtian Baptiſm, denotes the Penitent and 
Believing Perſon is dead to fin, mortified to every evil 
work, and eeaſes to perform them: And after his Bap- 
t.im lives devoted to God, walks in a new manner o 
liſe, and makes the divine Law the meaſure of his ac- 
tiors. The Mode of Baptiſm ſhews this with preat 
Propriety and fipnificance : Namely, you are put in, 
cr under the water, as in the Liquid grave, the Emblem 
of a death unto fin, dying to all Kind of immoralities, 
cen ſing from all the works of the fleth, and giving over 
to live in them. Being raiſed by the hand of the Ad- 
miniftrator, fignres your ReſurreQion to newnels of 
life : That is, to bchave from this ſolemn moment in a 
godly and pious, in a ſober and decent, in a religious 
and reputable manner, in every inſtance of your futur 
conduct, during life. Now, is a man buried, when an 
handful of duſt or ſand is thrown on his face or head? 
No, every one knows the contrary, Is it like being 
raifed out of the grave, when the duſt is wiped off? It 
is ridiculous to imagine it. Is a man baptized when 1 
few drops of water are poured on his face ? No : This 
3s no kind of Baptiſm, much leſs Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
For the One, the True, and Eſſential Manner of Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, is to put Perſons under the water, ſo as 
they are Covered and Surrounded with it, reſembling i 
Death and a Burial, and ftraightway raiſing them up out 
of it, figuring a Reſurrection: The whole in * = 
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ſtriking and folemn, beautiful and proper manner, ſpi- 
ritually ſhewing forth a death unto ſin, and a new birth 
unto righteouſneſs, 

Moreover, that Immerſion is the One, Eſſential 
Mode of Chriſtian. Baptiſm, may be learned from that 
alluſive text in 1 Cr. x. 2. And were all baptized unt 


Moſes in the cloud and in the ſea, That is, when the 
Iſraelites paſſed through the [dumean ſea, under the 
conduct of Moſes on dry ground; the waters were 
clefr aſunder by Almighty God, and were Erected as 
two high walls or Liquid banks, on Each ſide of the 
Palſengers: And the Sk cloud covered, or hang over 
the heads of the whole people. So that with the Erect 
waters on Each band, and the ſuſpended Cloud above, 
they ſeemed, what with one and the other, immer/+:, 
cwerel, buried; or wholly ſurrounded with the Cloud 
and with the Sea, They went down to the bottom of 
the ſea, and ſeemed to- be buried under the Lofty Wa- 
ters and Suſpended Cloud, as they paſſed through. 
Which Hiſtorical Fact the Apoſtle uſes in a figura- 
tive ſenſe, and from which we learn the Eſſential man- 
ner of Chriſtian Baptiſm, which is to be Immerſed or 
Covered with water. 

To be baptized “ unto Me/es,” muſt mean, either 
his Perſon or Doctrine. If his Perſon : Their Paſſing 
through the Midſt of the waters, and under the Covering 
of the Cloud, put them more particularly under his 
miniſtry, conduct and government, as their Prophet and 
Lawgiver, 
direct them, and to lead them in their periprinations 
through the Arabian deſerts: And by this figurative 
baptiſm, with which they are ſaid to be baptized, they 
became under more Particular and Solemn obligations 
to hear and obey him. So baptized believers, by their 
conſcientious {bmiſſion to Chriſt's ordinance, give 
themſelves up to the teachings of their Lord in his 
word: To hear him in all things whatſoever he has ſpo- 
ken, to obey him in all his commandments, and to keep 


his way in all their future lives; and all this out of 


reſpect to him, as Prophet, King, and Supreme Head 
of the Church. . 


B 4 Or, 


Under him, who was ſent to teach them, to 
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Or, if this mean, the J/aclites were baptized unto 
Maſes's Doctrine or Law. Then after their paſſing 
through the waters, and under the hovering dead, they 


were introduced, or initiated into that ſlate, as to be- 
lieve the Law, divine, which God's faithful ſervant de- 


the ſtatutes he gave them, whether Moral or Poſitive, 
whether. Civil or Typical. So does every true believer, 
who is baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, obſerve his doctrines, 
keep his commandments, and walk in all his ways. 


Furthermore, that Immerfion is the One and Eſſen- I. But, t 
tial Mode of Chriſtian Baptiſm, may be proved from tim, A 
another alluſive text in 1 Pet. ü. 21. The like fgure thus, 


whereunto even baptiſm doth alfo now ſave us, (rot the . ting an 
putting away f the filth of the fieſÞ ; but the Anſwer of «a good 
good Conſtience towards God) by the Reſiirreftion of Jeſus which tl 
Chriſt. © Tis more than probable, that the Ark, in which {virtue th 
were Noah and his family, was, by the fountains of the the Faitl 
great Abyſs breaking open, and guſhing with a Rapid Ibis imm. 
force over the dry land: The impetuoſity of that Pre- wards G 
ternatural inun ation, and the rains which poured in conſcien 
immenſe quantities, out of the windows of heaven; 1 how Ba 
ſay, tis more than probable, the Ark was, ſometimes I bimſelf 
immerſed, or plunged in the waters. If a ſhip, made Ie that 
for ſailing every way, and mafzsged by the moſt ſcillul NWority! 
hands, is yet often covered with waves, and is plunged {M'* this 
beneath their lofty heads, from which ſhe riſes as from all thing 
the grave; ſurely the Ark, or Cheſt, made for ſwim- anſwer, 
ming, not failing, muſt be frequently covered with , deli. 
waves? Would not this floating houſe ſometimes ſeem On the 
to fink beneath the enraged billows, and riſe again to Baptiſm 
the ſurface of the waters? This gloriouſly manifeſts iſ Conſcie 
the Almightineſs of God, in giving entire ſafety to thoſe Conſeie 
in the Ark, in the midſt of ſo much danger. mandin 
Now the Apoſtle gives us to underſtand, this their „ng 
temporal ſalvation by the Ark, is a lively figure of“ 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, which is by Immerſion, and the Eter -I cer 
nal Salvation of God's Church, of which this is a type. becier 
The Ark is a type of Baptiſm ; the Perſons preſerved IM **'"z © 
were a type of Chriſt's Church, who enter into the wn ive 


Church by Baptiſm. Therefore, in one ſenſe, Baptiſm WW 
is 
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is the means of ſalvation, as the Ark was the means of 

life to Noah and his family. All that entered not into 

the Ark were drown'd, and involved in the common 

deſtruction; ſo all that are out of Chriſt, will meet 

with a terrible overthrow: But all that are-in Jeſus 

Chriſt will be eternally ſaved, into whoſe doctrine and 

faith, ways and church, they were or are to be initiated 

by Baptiſm. See Gal. iii. 27. and Rom, vi. 3. So that 

Baptiſm is one means, tho? not all the means, of Salva- 
tion. 

But, that perſons ought not to reſt ſatisfied with Bap-. 
tiſm, as the whole of their religion, the Apoſtle ſhews 
thus, „The Virtue or End of Baptiſm is not the put- 
« ting away of the filth of the fleſh, but the Anſwer of a 
„good conſcience towards God.” The water into. 
which the Believer's body is dipt, can have no other 
virtue than an External Cleanſing ; yet the Repentance, 
the Faith, the Obedience of the ſubject manifeſted by 
his immerſion, is the Anſwer of a good conſcience to- 
wards God. Now Baptiſm being the Anſwer of a good 
conſcience towards God, is a Plain and Eaſy Allufion- 
how Baptiſm is conducted. When any perſon propoſes 
himſelf to be baptized, and earneſtly defires to ſubmit 
to that Ordinance out of Reſpect to the Name and Au- 
thority of Jeſus Chriſt : A miniſter will ſay ſomething 
to this Effect; F then believeſt in Feſus Chriſt with 
fl thine heart, thou mayeſt. See At; viii. 37. He will 
anſwer, I believe in Teſs Chr:ſt the Sen of Grd, Or, 
] believe in him ſor Life, and Pardon, and Salvation.“ 
On the profeſſion of fuch Faith he is baptized. So 
Baptiſm is either, firſt, the Potiti2n or Deſire of à gord 
Conſcience. A good, a rightly informed and impartial 
Conſcience, looking to the Authority of God, Com- 
manding, and finding himtelf morally obliged to obey, 
can not but defire Chriltian Baptiſm, Or it is the De- 
ration of a good Conſcience, an evidence of Repen-- 
tance, a mark of Faith, a ſign of Love, a proof of 
Obedience. Or it is the ffifnlation of a good Conſeience, 
being bound, as it were, by Covenant and Obligat'on,, 
to live in all manner of koly Converſation and God- 
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A perſon, who is rightly baptized, declares his Faith 
« in the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt,” for the Remiſſion 
of fins and for his Juſtification unto life, for his Accep- 
tance with God and the Eternal Salvation of his ſou] 
and body. Therefore ſuch, his outward baptiſm, an- 
ſwers to his inward faith, and both his faith and perſon 
are accepted in his baptiſm, by the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt. As the immerſion of the ark in the rowling 
waves, and its riſing again above them, is a figure of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm ; ſo 'tis plain, the Eſſential Mode of 
that divine Ordinance, is that dipping which reſembles 
a Burial and a Reſurrection; a deſcending into and 
aſcending out ; a going down and coming up out of 
the water, ' 

Finafly, that Dipping the Whole Body in water is 
the True and Only Manner of Chriſtian Baptiſm, will 
op from 1 r. xv. 29. Elſe what ſhall they ds, 
which are baptized for the dead, if the dead riſe not at 
all? Why are they then baptized for the dead? In this 
Chapter the Apoltle is proving the Reſurrection of 
mankind at the laſt day: And, among his other argu- 
ments to induce us to believe that glorious and com- 
fortable doctrine, he introduces that of Baptiſm. But 
not to trouble ourſelves with the manifold gueſſes 
which have been invented to unfold this text, the mean- 
ing, in all probability, is one or other of theſe : Either, 
by baptiſm, means /e baptiſin of” blood or death, which 
our Saviour mentions of himſelf, Matth. xx. 22, 23, Cc. 
namely, when he came to his Agony and Crucifixion, 
he ſhould be /arrountded with woes, overwhelm'd in ſuſ- 
ferings, bathed in ſorrows, covered with a crimſon ſweat, 
and immerſed in his own blood, Though metaphorically 
expreſſed, yet was literally true of the ſacrificial victim, 
when be gave himſelf a propitiation for our ſins, If 
therefore by the word Bapiiſuu, the Apoſtle underſtands 
Death, his argument would run thus : “ Why do ve 
« Chriſtians, by adhering to Jeſus Chriſt, make ourſelves 
(liable to be killed all the day long, if the dead riſe 
not? Are we not the greateſt fools to Riſque our Faſe 
and Lives, and plange ourſelves into death ſo often, 
C if there be no Reſurtection? Why do we . 2 
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ec ſelves to a bloody baptiſm, bloody ſufferings and a 
cc violent death, by oppoſing the vices and prophane 
46 religion of the world, and Recommending the doc- 
ce trines and duties of Chriſtianity which we believe 
« and practice, if the dead riſe not? Are we not of 
ec all men the moſt miferable, have no reward for our 
© Labours, nor recompence for the dangers we run, 
«if there be no Reſurrection of the body?“ Now, 
by this ſtrong, ſenfible, and affecting metaphor, he 
plainly alludes to the manner how Chriſtian Baptiſn 
was adminiſtred, namely, by Dipping, Overwhelming, 
or Plunging. | | | 
Or, perhaps, it ought carefully to be Remark'd, That 
the Apoſtle, through the whole of his Reaſoning, con- 
fines himſelf to the Reſurrectien of Believers to life ever- 
laſting. Such perſons were only baptized in his days, 
neither ought any to have that ordinance adminiſtred to 
them but Pelievers. The baptized Perſonally profeſſed 
their Faith in Chriſt, conſequently this ſuppoſed their 
faith and hope in the Reſurrection of the body: For 
Chriſt is the Reſurrection and the Life, Now, it ſeems 
more than probable, he would argue that the baptiſm of 
Believers, is both an Emblem and Proof of the Reſur- 
rection of the body to immortality, This interpreta- 
tion cannot jultly be thought foreign to the purpoſe, if 
with this you compare that in Lule xx. 37, 38. Now 
that the dead are raiſed, Even Mrfes ſhewel at the buſh, 
when he called the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of facob. For he is nit a 
God of the dead, but of the living. Thoſe perſons who 
believed in God accerding to his word, and cdeyed his: 
voice with a ſincere conſcience, were and are maniteſtly 
declared to be in Covenant with God. This Covenant- 
Relation undeniably infers their Reſurrection. Though. 
their bodies ſleep in duſt, yet live in the promiſes of the 
Reſurrection: In the belief of which promiſes they died. 
God is their God : Not of the dead, but of the living, 
eſſuredly to live again. In like manner, the Repentance, 
the Faith, the Love, the Obedience manifeſted by the 
proper ſubjects of Chriſtian Baptiſm, is a Confirmation to 
the perſons baptized, and to the Church already dap- 
15 | | e t zed, 
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tized, That God is the Covenant-God of ſuch Penitent 
Obedient Believers; wherefore They are baptized for the 
deal. That is, by their voluntary ſubmiſſion to the 
Chriſtian Immerſion, they ſhew forth they muſt die, are 
willing to die when their appointed time is come, and 
will chearfully yield their bodies to obey the univerſal 
Law of mortality. By their being buried with Chriſt 
in Baptiſm, they approve his righteous Sentence, and 
make no exceptions to his juſt decree, univerſally ex- 
tended to good and bad, the Believer and Unbeliever, 

Nevertheleſs, on the other hand, they by or in their 
baptiſm, declare their Faith in the promiſes of the Re- 
ſurrection. The certain accompliſhment of which pro- 
miſes is moſt Beantifully and Emphatically repreſented 
by their Eaſy and Speedy riſing out of the water, by the 
hands of the Adminiſtrator. Being put under the wa- 
ter, is a figure of their natural death and burial, and 
being raiſed up again, illuſtriouſly typifies the Reſurrec- 
tion of the body to life everlaſting. 

Behold now ! Baptiſm is a ſhort, a temporary, a tran- 
ſient lying under the water, which figures a Burial : 
And being raifed up out of the water, is a moſt lively 

Emblem to Believers of their Reſurrection to life and 
immortality. So Believers are baptized, dipt, or im- 
merſed in water /or the dead: That is to ſhew the cer- 
tainty of death, and their religious preparation for it, 
gs well as their free ſubmiſſion to the univerſal Law: 
And finally, to figure to themſelves, the Reſurrection, 
With a glory on their bodies, exceeding the ſplendor of 
the ſun and ſtars, 

As this is one of the uſes and ends of Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm, what more ſenſible argument could the Apoſtle 
offer, to induce them to be {tedfaſt in the faith of the 
Reſurrection, than to call back their attention to the ſo- 
ſemnities and manner of their baptiſm ? Is not this as 
firiking a proof of Death and the Reſurrection, as the 
dying and ſpringing of a grain of wheat? 

Let aft thefe ſabltantiaf and unexceptionable prooſs 
of the manner of the Ov E True Buptiſm be laid toge- 
ther, and well conſidered in a well-diſpoſed mind, 
Farching after the truth: Where then is Sprinkling ? 
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Where is the perfuſion of half an handful of water upon 
the face of a Babe, in every ſenſe an nnqualified fub- 


ject? If common ſenſe and the natural reaſon of man- 


kind muſt judge, all that are Sprinkled are Unbaptized : 
They have not received Chriſtian Baptiſm. The 7 — | 
ling of Babes is a practice no where countenanced in all 
God's Word. There is not one text in all God's Bible 
that commands or requires ſuch a practice. There is 
neither precept nor precedent which in any ſenſe favours 
what is called Infant Baptiſm. Infant Baptiſm ! why, 
that is a contradiction in terms. Indeed, were they 
dipt, it would be properly Infant Baptiſm : But as they 
are not, tis an abſurd miſapplication of words, and cal- 
culated to_ impoſe. The Scriptures know nothing at 
all of either Infunts as the ſubjects, or Sprinking as the 
mode of Chriſtian Baptiſm : But it can be goes to be 
the invention of men, it was made neceſſary by their 
authority, and reſts upon their word only. 


Having now endeayoured to inform your Jadgment, 
and enlighten your underſtanding, concerning the nature 
and meaning, the ſubjects and mode of Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm, agreeable to God's Word, we will now addreſs 
ourſelyes to ſuch perſons as know their fallen nature, 
who repent of ſin, who believe in Jeſus Chriſt for Par- 
don, and look for Salvation by his Croſs, We addreſs 
ourſelyes to you, Dear Chriſtians, and attempt to prove, 
a voluntary ſubmiſſion to baptiſm is your neceſſary and 
indiſpenſible, preſent and immediate duty, from the fol- 
lowing conſiderations, viz. 

Do not you know, the New Teſtament contains the 
whole Law of God? Now theſe Laws bind the Conſci- 
ence to obedience by the Rights and Authority of the 
great Legiſlator. So Baptiſm, as one «f theſe Laws, 
binds the Conſcience of the Believer to obedience, and 
«ys him under a moral obligation immediately to ful- 

it. 

Further, doth not every Law of God in the New 
Teſtament bind the under/tanding and the ui? That is, 
becauſe God hath given them, we are, by natural rea- 
lons, bound to think them goed, becauſe he is good - 

| | An 
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And obliged to a willing obedience, becauſe they are {, 
Hence that univerſal rule is neceſſary to be obſerved in 
every Moral and Poſitive Law of Chriſtianity. ; 
23. Whatſcever ye dv, do it heartily, as tot 
not unto men. ix Tung i %,, Dot 
That is, with your underſtanding, will a : 
Chearfully without grudging, and Readily without dila- 
torineſs ; for ye are obliged by the authority of God, 
and not of men, Conſequently every Believer is bound 
to think Baptiſm is good, becauſe the /ypreme Cod in- 
ſtituted it, and to obey that Law, becauſe it is ſo. 
Moreover, is not every divine Law laſting and perpe- 

tual ? They run parallel with the life of every Chriſtian, 
and know no period but the end of time. Moſt cer- 
tainly then they muſt bind every Chriſtian to obedience, 
and be obligatory upon their Conſciences as long as the 
world endures, Muſt not Baptiſm, as one among the 
reſt, have this binding force and moral obligation upon 
all the diſciples of Jeſus, and tie down their Conſciences 
to punctual obedience ? Moſt certainly it muſt, 

- Likewiſe, does not the divine Laws, by the natural 


authority of the ſupreme God, oblige the Conſciences 


of their proper ſubjects, not only to perſonal and ac- 
tive ience, but to readineſt in doing them, and ex- 
actneſi in performing them? Thet authority obliges us 
to ſeek opportunities te diſcharge our duty : To endea- 
vour after punctuality, and convinces us of fin if we 
neglect or pervert them. According to the Reaſonable 
nature of man and his relation to God, it appears an 
Egregious folly and Monſtrous fin, to ſeek for excuſes 
to continue diſobedient to any divine Law, or argue 
ourſelyes into indifference. Do not the Laws of God 
extend to our moſt ſecret thoughts? Yes, How then 
is the authority of God kept up, if men are at liberty to 
think lightly of ths or that Law ? Or may indulge the 
wicked ſentiment, there is Equal ſafety in obedience or 
_ diſobedience, in rightly or wrongly doing their duty? 
But all men ſhould know, the Laws of God inuſt be 
minutely obeyed, becauſe there never can be a reaſonable 
cauſe to break them. There can be no neceſſity to ſin, 
nor any neceſſity to be diſobedient. 
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Beſides, let it be conſider' d, he that deſpiſes the Law 
of God, dies for it, and they who _— obedience 
are accounted deſpiſers of it. The not doing the righte- 
ous, wiſe, and good Laws of God, is a Contempt of 
God; for if the //raelites ( Heb. xii. 25.) Eſcaped not 
puniſhment, who Refuſed to hear bim that ale on 
earth, how ſhall you Eſcape a more terrible puniſh- 
ment, .if you turn away from him who ſpeaketh from 
heaven ? If they who deſpiſed Maſes's Law died with- 
out mercy, how much ſorer ? pony may ne ſhall they be 
thought worthy of, who tread under foot the Laws and 
the Blood of the ſon of God? who negle& the Laws 
of the New Teſtament, and do deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace, convincing them of their duty? For we know 
him that hath ſaid, vengeance is mine, and I will re» 
compence it to the deſpiſers of my Law. | 

Nay again, is it not clear, that even ignorance of the Law 
of God, excuſes not diſobedience in any, becauſe it is ſuf- 
fciently reveal'd to all? Is not every man bound, by his 
natural relation to God to enquire after his will, and take 
pains to know it? Beſides, are not the precepts ſo plain, 
the communication ſo clear, and the duties ſo obvious and 
eaſy, that a little enquiry will do? Wherefore igno- 
rance can excuſe no man. Ignorance of the nature 
and obligations of the divine Laws, is now mere idle- 
neſs, a wilful inattention, or a prophane negligence. 
Are not theſe ſins in themſelves? How can one lin, in 
reaſon, excuſe another ſin ? How can ignorance pro- 
ceeding from theſe cauſes, which is a ſin, excuſe diſo« 
bedience, which is another fin ? 

From theſe juſt and plain conſiderations, doth it 
not appear, that all the divine Laws in the New Teſta- 
ment, lays the Conſciences of all believers under an 
abſolute and indiſpenſible obligation to punctual obedi- 
ence? Now, the two ordinances, Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, called Poſitive Laws, becauſe the Effet 
of the Legiſlator's will, and not from any neceſſity in 
nature; yet, becauſe appointed by his unerring wiſdom, 

are moral by adoption, and for that reaſon are good in 
themſelves, and go in their ends; conſequently muſt 
bind all believers in the ſtrongeſt manner to motions. 
an. 
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Can any deny, that all the virtue and goodneſs of man 
muſt wholly conſiſt in conformity to the will of Chriſt, 
which is the ſovereign rule of all human actions? Do 
not the divine Laws place all human actions, in the Or- 
def of virtues or vices? Then he who is obedient to 
the divine will is virtuous, and the diſobedient are vici- 
ous. This holds in every Law: Then the Unhaptized, 
according to the inſtitution, are vicious or defective in 
virtue, becauſe diſobedient. 

Further, that every believer is, by his relation to 
God, bound in Conſcience to ſubmit to Baptiſm, will 
be clear from hence: That the Laws of Chriſt are to 
be interpreted to the ſenſe of a preſent obedience, ac- 
cording to the order in which they ſtand, and the place 
they occupy in religion. For that which the Lord has 
commanded to be done at one lime, cannot be neglected 
to another time, without fin. The Baptiſm of Belie- 
vers, Was, is, and will be a truth and neceſſary, as long 
as the world endures, therefore Lays them under an 
obligation of Conſcience to Immediate obedience. Are 
not theſe duties for ever binding, and for ever neceſſa- 
ry ? What? To confeſs the glory of God, to love, and 
be ready to ſerve him, If theſe are Eſſential duties of 
religion, why ſhould men think, the way God has appoint- 
ed to expreſ5 them, is indifferent or fooliſh? Why ſhould 
they imagine, they can find a better way to ſhew theſe, 
than his ſupreme wiſdom has decreed ? Wherefore, as 
he has appointed us to expreſs our acknowledgments of 
his glory, power and dominion ; to manifeſt our faith 
in him, and our willingneſs to ſerve him, by onr Bap- 
tiſm, is it not vicious to neglect it, wicked to delay it, 
and immoral to live and die without it ? For what are all 
the Laws of religion, but the moral Laws of God ? 
Moral in their Nature, or moral in their cbligaticn *? 
What is the Chriſtian Inſtitution, but a perfect inſtitu- 
tion of knowledge and life, of faith and manners? 1 
not the Goſpel calculated to make us wiſe, and to make 
us good ? It teaches wifdom, and it teaches righteoul- 
neſs, It makes us prudent and pious, It learns us 


obedience, and the very manner how we are to be obeci- 
ent, If fo, where is the ſincerity and honeſtly, the im- 
partialit/ 
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tiality or conſcience, to demur to any part of this wile 
inſtitution, or withhold obedience from any one of its 
precepts ? He that ſhall break the leaſt of theſe command- 
ments, and teach men to do ff, ſhall be accounted the leaft 
in the kingdom of God, If in human opinion he is the 
greateſt man for Learning, Zeal, and Picty, yet in the 
jadgment of God he is the Leaſt of all. 

Now what place, in this wiſe and holy religion, has 
Baptiſm ? 7t is our public initiation into this new and holy 
life, What Deſen or End has this ordinance in the 
ChriP1an Inſtitution ? It is a public pr-/2//i5n of holi- 
neſs ; the actnow/edgement of our faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and our Oath to keep it. It is a public ſacrament, or 
eoowed reſolution, to live henceſorth according to the 
Commandment of the Lord: For our Baptiſm declares, 
we have taken upon ourſelves the character of his diſ- 
ciples, and are bound to keep all his word, 

What therefore can be clearer, than that it is the ſin 
and guilt of the born of God, to negle& this ſignifi - 
cant and important ordinance ? To delay your Bap- 
iſm, is it not an Fgregious prevarication in ſo plain 
and known a duty? How do yon know but this diſo- 
bedience, will ruin your hopes, as it moſt evidently pro- 
claims your folly ? | 

Can any Chriltian diſpute this point; namely, That 
as foon as you are convinced in judgment and underſtanding, 


jm become obliged in Conſtience to ſubmit to this or that 


ey? Now, is it poſſible to remain for weeks, months, 
and years unconvinced with the New Teſtament before 
you, in your native Language? If you are not Convinced, 
moſt certainly you either don't read, or do not Hint. 
In either caſe, you come under the denomination of the 
deſpiſers of Chriſt's Law. | 

Is it not a clear principle in our nature, that as ſoon 
as age has made you able to uſe your reaſon, you are 
to hear, uſe, and be determined by reaſon? As ſoon as 
you can judge, nature binds you to judge: As ſoon as 
you have ſtrength, nature obliges you to act, to act the 
part of human, reaſonable Beings. For the ſame rea- 
ſons, as ſoon as you believe the doctrine of Chriſt, your 


relation to God, lays you under obligation to * 
* a | 


\ 
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that faith. As ſoon as you know his commandments, 
you are to obey them, Since therefore Baptiſm (as to 
the relation and intention of it) is nothing elſe but 4 
perſonal, a public owning of our undertaking to do thoſe 
things which, in our very nature, and by the univerſal 
laws of God, we are obliged to do; ſo. to refuſe to be 
baptized according to the appointment of God, or heed. 
leſly to defer it, is moſt certainly a refuſing or deferring 
our own natural obligations to the ſupreme will of God, 
It is a denying that it is our duty to live according to 
his wiſe, juſt, and good laws. Conſequently ſuch re- 
fuſal or deferring Baptiſm, is a diſobedience, which ar- 
gues an Evil mind, a ſign of a vicious unwillingneſs to live 
worthily, or a n of a prophane averſeneſ; to 

come under the public ties of Duty and Religion. 
Is it not granted by all, that the moral part of Chrilti- 
- anity, is the Perfection of God's law, called by ſome 
the Law of Nature ? Therefore every precept in the 
New Teſtament, whether good and neceſſary in it,. 
good and neceſſary in its end, or good and neceſſary for 
order, muſt bind the Conſcience of the Believer to punc- 
tual obedience, becauſe tis both the will of God, and 
according to the reaſon of our nature. But becauſe the 
human nature is fallen into degeneracy and fin, into 
enmity to God, and alienation from him, it nnavoid- 
ably comes to paſs, that ſome part of our time Elapſes 
in folly and fin, in — 17 wan and diſobedience ; ne- 
vertheleſs the goodneſs of God, through the meritori- 
ous death of Jeſus Chriſt, calls us to Repentance for 
our ſins, and to believe in the All-ſufficient Saviour for 
Pardon and Acceptance. Wherefore, as ſoon as we re- 
ceive theſe better thoughts, as ſoon as we become peni- 
tently ſenſible of aa, SA condition, and believe in 
Jeſus for Remiſſion and Salvation, according to the in- 
mutable arder of God, and the invariable method of his 
race, at that time, we are to be baptized, and cannot de- 

er it without ſin. 

According to the Law of nature, ſo ſoon as we re- 
ceive the knowledge of Good and Evil, ſo ſoon are 
we under a moral obligation to Love and Chooſe the 
Good, to Hate and Avoid the Evil. But if we * 
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the Evil, and Shun the Good, being become ſubjects of 
the Law, we actually fin and really contract nile By 
the ſame parity of Reaſon, in Chriſtianity, ſo ſoon as 
we know our duty, / /n ſhould we perform it. As 
ſoon as we have received the qualifications for baptiſm, 
ſo ſoon ſhould we be baptized. As ſoon as we are en- 
abled to Repent of our fins, and to believe in Jeſus 
for their remiſſion, at that time, ſhould we ſubmit to 
this ordinance. In this caſe to deferr it, is incurring 
guilt, and practiſing the ſin of notorious diſcbedience to tlie 
known will of God. | 

ONCE AGAIN, Every duty of mankind towards God 
and one another is contained in that ſyſtem of our Re- 
ligion our Lord Jeſus Chrilt inſtituted. Theſe laws are 
in tke New Teſtament, and, beſides theſe, no other body. 
of laws have any power or authority in divine things. 
Now, in this Divine Code, we are given to underſtand, 
we have but OxE LoRD, therefore but one Lowgiver. 
OxE FalT R, therefore but ane meaſure of religion, 
And ONE BapTisM, therefore but one way of pro- 
feſſing our faith in, and our adherence to our one Lord 
and Lawgiver. Of conſequence, if no man can poſ- 
ſibly deny, but that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a perfect 
and powerful, an allwiſe and moſt righteous Lawgiver, 
then his Laws muſt be the Ons SovEREIGN RULE 
of our duty, the one preciſe meaſure of our obedience, 
which muſt be obeyed according to the will of the Le- 
giſſatar, and not neglected through ſloth, nor Evaded 
by Craft. But if he is an imperfef Lawgiver ; where 
ſhall you go to underſtand the will of God? To the 
Decrees of Popes ? To the Cannons of Councils ? To 
the Directories of General Aſſemblies ? To the Creeds 
and Catechiſms of human form ? No, in theſe you will 
find endleſs Contradictions and Extravagances, and all 
upon their own authority. But the will of God, re- 
vealed by his ſon, is One; the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, 
are the ONE UN1FORM tranſcript of the divine mind, 


Therefore may ſay with Peter, Whither ſhall we go ? 


That is the queſtion. But unto thee, for thou hoſt the 

Wor Ds of eternal life. This is the anſwer. The que- 

ſtion and anſwer make a perfect demonſtration, that he 
Sg W 
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will of God, in the word of Chriſt, is our Rule, and 
the things he hath appointed, are the only means to ob- 
tain Eternal Life. For if we can attain to Eternal 
Life by adhering to the Words of Chriſt, then they de- 
liver the whole will of God, What is to be inferred 
hence ? That to obſerve in Faith, and for Conſcience 
ſake, the Laws and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, in their true 
nature and manner, in their place and order, and for the 
ends and pur paſes ordained, is the certain and infallible 
means to Eternal Life. What a cogent obligation lies 
upon all perſons, who would enter into life, to obey 
Chriſt's words in their nature and form, in their order 
and place? How ſtrongly does this forbid that prophane 
imagination, that that is indierent which he hath com- 
manded ? Or that may be deſerred which he hath appoint- 
ed to begin our religious profeſſion of his holy name? 
From theſe general conſiderations we have attempted to 
prove, it is the duty of Believers to ſubmit to Baptiſm, 
and there is an indiſpenſible moral obligation, ariſing 
from the authority of the Legiſlator and the nature of 
his Laws, laid on their Coaſciences to ſubmit to this 
great and important ordinance, See Prefatory Diſ+ 
courſe p. 22. 

We will now endeavour to perſuade you, Believers, 
to think of your duty, and engage you to fulfill it with- 
out delay, az you ſhall anſwer it before the fearful face 
of the righteous judge at the tribunal of the great day, 
Theſe following motives are therefore earneſſly recom- 
mended to your ſerious and repeted conſideration. 


T. You ought to ſubmit to Chriſtian Baptiſm, as be- 
fore deſcribed out of the Scriptures, becauſe it is a part 
of that obedience you owe to Jeſus, the Prophet of his 
people, and the Apoſtle of your profeſſion. 

Be intreated to conſider the force and meaning of theſe 
words in As iii. 22, 23. For Moſes truly ſaid unto the 
Fathers, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unte 
you, of your Brethren, like unto me, HiM SHALL YE 
HEAR IN ALL THINGS, WHATSOEVER HE SHALL 
SAY UNTO YOU. And it ſhall come to paſi that EVERY 
SOUL which ſhall not hear that Prophet, ſhall be p E- 
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$TROYED from among the People. This great Prophet 


whoſe Coming Hoſes foretold, is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


and he fulſilled this office in a twofold manner. He has 
given the world a Clear and Sufficient Revelation of the 


will of God, contained in the Scriptures. He has ma- 
nifeſted the name and nature, the perfections and coun- 
ſels of God, and ſhewed all things neceſſary for us to 
know, believe, and do. And then, ſecondly, he diſ- 
charges the Prophetic office, in every age, by his mi- 
niſtry and ſpirit, that our minds being informed, we may 
receive his doctrines and do his precepts, 

Has God ſpoken to your ſouls by Jeſus Chriſt ? Are you 
informed what is his mind and what your duty ? Have 
you fulfilled this word, Him ſhall you hear in all things 
whatſoever he ſhall ſay to you ? Have you heard this 
ORDER, that you ought tobe T Do not you know 
he preached this doctrine ? Anſtituted this ordinance ? 
and requires your obedience? Why then do you not 
hear this great Prophet ? Why not regard his word ? Is 
it not ſaid, Him ſhall ye hear in all things whatſhever ? 
Him ye ought to obey in all things he commandeth you. 
But you have not obeyed him in Baptiſm : You have 
not ſubmitted to this inſtitution. Why ſhould you 
think *tis a ſmall matter to diſobey him ? | 

Him ſhall ye hear, not another. Not any man, not 
any body of men; but him o Doth any perſuade 
you to neglect Chriſt in this point? Believe them not, 
for they are falſe teachers. But hear Chriſt, obey this 
great Prophet, and it ſhall be well with you. © 

It will be a ſorry excuſe in the dreadful day of judg- 
ment, when Jeſus ſhall ſay, Depart from me ye Workers 
of Iniquity, to plead, ** Did we not call thee Lord, 

Lord? Did we not preach in thy Name? Or do many 
r wonderful and laudable works? But he will anſwer, 
« Ye did not do the will, nor obey the commandments 
© of my father which is in heaven, Ye did your own 
© will. Ye did the will of men, but not my wil. 
© Ye did not hear me in all things whatſoever I ſaid 
4% unto you. Ye did not ſubmit to my. ordinances, 
in the manner I inſtituted them, Ye thought them 
« Unworthy of you; ye are now Unworthy of * 
* CE 
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© Ye would not ſtoop to them, I will not now receive 
„ou. Ye ſhall be deſtroyed from among my people.” 

Well then, Him ſhould you hear in all things what- 
ſoever. All doctrines — duties, without exception 
and without partiality, All commands are to be obey. 
ed, not one diſputed. All of them honoured by obedi- 
ence, not one deſpiſed by diſobedience. All of them lived 
in, not one of them negle&ed. A judgment of diſcretion 
is allowed all men, to try whether ſuch or ſuch things be 
the will of Chriſt : But when you ſee any thing poſitively 
required in the Scriptures, (as moſt certainly Baptiſm is) 
it becomes your {in to diſpute it, and your guilt to live 
in difobedience. The Liberty and Virtue of your 
Choice, is to prove the holy, good, and acceptable will 
of God, by your immediate conformity thereto. 

Further, are you one of Chriſt's Sheep? Then how 
comes it you do not hear his voice, and follow him, as 
his own do? Why ſhould you follow a ſtranger who 
ſpeaks not the mind of Chriſt? Who leads you to 

ings he ſpake nothing about ? But artend to the voice 
of the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls : Let the 
duties he requires you to follow him in, be never ſo 
ſeemingly difficult, you mult obey Him. Let the Com- 
miſhon be never ſo tempting, you muſt forſake it, or 
the Omiſſion never ſo ſpecious, you mult avoid it, or 
you have no part in him, Pleaſe to remember the 
word of God, Deut. xviii. 18, 19. Wh:ſcever ſhall not 
hearken unto my words, which he ſhall ſpeak in my name, 
I WILL REQUIRE IT OF HIM. Whoſoever will not 
hearken to the ordinances of God ſpoken by Chriit, 
miniſters or people, rich or poor, r or unlear ned, Goc 
the judge of all will require that diſobedience at their 
hands. Do not you ſee the word of God is againſt 
you? Why do you not amend ? Why do you tarry ? 
Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away your ſins, calling uf! 
the name of the Lord. | 

Hath he opened your mind to underſtand the Sci ip: 
tures and enlightened your heart, as Ly./ia's, to attend 
to the things ſpoken in the Goſpel ? 

Behold it is then your duty to be baptized ! Has he 
put his Laws in your heart and written them in your 
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mind? It ſhould now be your firſt concern to honour 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, by yielding a preſent obe- 
dience to all his Laws, Would it not be very decent 
and neceſſary to follow the Example of Paul the Con- 
vert? Lord what wouldſt thou have me to de? Go into 
the City and it ſhall be told thee, As ſoon as his Eyes 
were opened, and he was told of his duty, He aroſe and 
was baptized, He knew the authority Jeſvs the great 
Prophet had to each and require ; He knew the moral 
obligation that authority laid him under to obedience: 
He aroſe and was baptized, 

Take care, dear Soul, of ſinning againft the light of 
God's Word, and the judgment ot Conſcience, which 
is, or ought to be form'd upon it. If God will avenge 
himſelf of the Heathen, who diſobey the light of nature, 
and in all their religion hearken not to the dictates of 
reaſon : How much ſorer puniſhment will you de- 
ſerve, who diſobey the clearer light of divine Reve- 
lation, the ſentiments of conſcience, and the diftates of 
reaſon too, which teaches you to ſerve the Supreme God 
in the manner he preſcribes ? If one conſider the cor- 
ruption of nature, and the tyranny of cuſtom, we may 
not greatly wonder at the idolatry and diſobedience of 
the Pagan nations, But if you continue diſobedient 
with the Bible in your hands, you are wholly inex- 
cuſable. If they are everlaſting monuments of ven- 
geance, for their diſobedience to reaſon alone, it will 
be much more intolerable to you, in the day of judg- 
ment, who diſregard Scripture and Reaſon too. 

Jeſus Chriſt has given you the plaineſt inſtructions. 
What he has taught you, is in the greateſt ſimplicity, It 
is intelligible to every capacity. It is a beaten path laid 
open to every Eye, that you need not be miſtaken in 
any part of the way. Then how wicked, how perverſe, 
if you will not look into your Bible, and reſolve not 
to be convinced? How ſtrange will it appear before 
Men and Angels, if you either did not, or would not 
know your duty? What an awful conſideration, to go 
on for years in a manifeſt diſobedience, to grow old in 
undutifulneſs, and fink into the grave without hearken - 
ing to the voice of Jeſus Chrilt ! 8 
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Was Jeſus Chriſt anointed to preach glad tidi 
the meek ? To bind up the er £-4568 gym, th Was it 


proclaim liberty to the captives? Surely you ha you the n 
r this joyful news, if you refaſe to be apt you 
or the Remiſhon of ſins. Were you throughly affectel . 
with his grace, and the pains he took for your ſaly taught yt 
tion, you would refuſe him no one inſtance of obedience dict his t 
Flath he taught his Churches, as one having RP ns 
rity, to require punctual obedience to every Precept 528 
and to Tagen every neglect and omiſſion? How do ke. adv 
deſpiſe his anthority, and offend the majeſty of his ire. he bath (: 
mendous name, by either diſputing or delaying your duty! oil delt 


Doth he gather the Lambs in his arms, an 

lead the heavy laden? Doth he deſign to — — 

his fold, and invite you into his Church? What an odd «rh 
temper is that, which {truggles to get away from him? T 
which delights to go aſtray, and Refuſes his Paſtoral to 
Care? Come wien come chearfully, and he will not 2 
upbraid you. He will receive you graciouſſy: His Rod, 2 2 
ſhall guide, and his Staff will perpetually . — you Aang 

Hath he not ſaid, All things which he hath heard "rn; 8 
of the father he hath made known to you?“ Is not thi 22 I 
true? Hath he not deelared the whole Counſel of Co, 317 
and kept back nothing that is proſitable for you? vet "a =; 
ſuffer me to be free, there is one thing ye have not yet 5 * 
believed, received, or ſubmitted to, and that is Baptilin 2 
Is this like thoſe who ſincerely hope to be ſaved? How wy pur 
does this look in the Eyes of God? or in the Eyes ol * 
a ſincere Conſcience ? judge ye. He has made known _ * 
all things he heard of the Father: Bapt/ in cne of thil me 4 
things. Have you heard him, have you obeyed Liu lied = 
in this thing? No. Then why don't you? For ſure- - —4 
iy he god ohm to Teach and Command. He l are 

ower and Authorit ad 

5 Pani Author F the obedient, 2:9 « bro 
| Conſider ye are men, Both related and ſubjected i0 3 
the great God. Cannot the wiſe and good _ 90 3 wg. 
with you as he pleaſes? But has he not dealt with voa ＋ by 
in the moſt merciful manner? He has. Wheretore be - T > 
ſent his ſon. To whom? To you. To do whit: copia he 
To teach you the acceptable manner of obeying 1" Waway = 


Lord, and to die for your Remiſſion and Salvation: 
| \\ 8 
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Was it the firſt part of the Meſſiah's Errand to ſhew 
you the manner how God would be obeyed ? To let you 
know what things he requires ? How they are to be 
done; and when performed? Among the reſt, has he 
taught you to be baptized? Why then do you contra- 
dict his teaching, and refuſe to walk in the way he has 
appointed ? This is not to receive him, as the Prophct 
which the Lord your God hath raiſed up unto you. But 
ſee that you hear and obey him in all things whatſoever 
he hath ſaid to you; or, in the ſearſul day of judgment, 
it will be required at your hands, and God in that day 
will deſtroy you from among his people. 


II. To engage your ſubmiſſion to Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
conſider Jeſus Chrill as the dying ſacrifice for the Sins 
of his people, and the Riſen Lord for their Juſtification 
to Eternal Life. 

Is it not declared, Heb. ix. 11—14. That Ci le. 
ing come an High Prieſt of good things to come, by 2 
greater and more perfect tabernucle, not maie with hands, 
that is to ſay, not of this building ; neither by the blogd 
of g:ats and calves, but by his 9wn blosd he entered in once 
mts the holy place, having obtaine Eternal ReJemption 


far us, For if the Blond of Bulls and of Goats, and the 


Aſhes of an Heifer ſprinkling the uncleun, ſuntfifieth to 
the purifying of the fleſh ; hu much more ſhull the lad 
of Chriſt, who through the Eternal Spirit offered himſelf 
without ſoot to G, purge your eonſciences from deud 
works to ſerve the living God ? You believe all this, let 
me then ask you in the fear of the I. ord, Hath Chriſt 
lied his blood for the Remiſſion of fins? for your re- 
conciliation to God? for the redemption of your ſoul 
and body? for the juſtiſication of your perſons ? Does 
be ever live to make interceſſion for us? Is not this 
your faith and your hope? Ves. Then why do you 
got immediately ariſe from dead works, from uncom- 
manded practices, from the dead ordinances of men, 
to ſerve the living God? Hath he ſhed his blood for 
you ? Why will you not be baptized for him, and at 
his command? Has he offered himſelf a ſacritice to take 
way your fins; and will you not offtt yourſelves to 
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him in Baptiſm, as living ſacrifices, holy and acceptable, 
which is your reaſonable ſervice ? 

When our Lord was foretelling his ſufferings and 
death for the ſalvation of ſinners, he uſes this Remark. 
able expreſſion, Luke xii. 50. But I have a Baptiſn 1 
be —_— with, and how am I ſtraitened till it be ac. 
compliſhed ! By Baptiſm he means the bloody death he 
was to undergo, to wit, His ſoul would be overwhelmed 
in amazement, plunged in ſorrows, bathed in grief, 
ſurrounded with afflictions, and his body 7zmmer/cl in 


blood and tears. Well, was it ſo with your dear $4- 


viour ? Was he baptized in afflictions and in his own 
blood for your Remiſſion and Salvation? Was he ce. 
irous to have it accompliſhed ? Pained untill it was fi 
niſhed ? What is your duty think you? Surely that 
ve be deſirous to be baptized in his name, and ere 
{ng to have it accompliſhed, not in blood, nor in fire, 
nor ir. ſorrows; but in water, according to his Com- 
mandment. Conſider the difference: He was baptized 
in blood; yours is to be in water, an Element mild 
and harmleſs, innocent and beneficial. Doth not thoſe 
affecting thoughts of the Redeemer's ſufferings for you, 
vehemently move you to take up the profeſſion of his 
religion, and have your names written among the faith- 
tu) ? 

When Chriſt came to be haptized in blood, he did not 
fear, he did not heſitate, he longed to fulfil it for your 
benefit, He bravely ſurmounted every difficulty. He 
reſolutely purſued the glorious intention, the Salvation 
of your ſouls. He endured the croſs. He deſpiſed the 
ſhame. He feared not the face of man. He diſregard: 
ed every wanton tongue. Has he, my friends, done ſo 
much for you, in ſo noble a manner? why is it von 
are unwilling to do this thing for him ? Do you love 
him ? why then do you delay to obey him ? Do you 
believe in him? why ſhould you be timorous to bear: 
public teſtimony to that name, from whom is all you! 


Was he baptized in his own blood, which flowed 
from cvery pore and oy wound? Amazing! let 
0 


you are terrified at paſſing for the leaſt ſpace of time in. 
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ceptable, Mo the water for him. Hath he promiſed, that if you 
aſs through the fire of Martyrdom he will be with you? 


ngs and FWaurely he will not forſake you in the waters of Bap- ' 


Remark- 
apti/m to 
it be gc- 
death he 


im. Why then do you not conſider this firlt and ne- 
ſary duty? Come, learn your obligations to Jeſus 
hriſt, Come, make a return of obedience for all his 
ove and all his ſufferings, : 


helmet When our Saviour was on the croſs, the People 
n griefs, Naughed at him. They flouted the ſcorn ful lip. They 
ner/cd inWxalted the poiſoned Tongue. They wagged their 
dear Sa- heads. The grave Rulers, the Reverend Prieſts and 
his own earned ſcribes join'd in the vulgar deriſion. Yet your 
is he Je-Mhleſſed Redeemer deſpiſed the ſhame : He bore it with 


it was hi-Wnmoved fortitnde and virtuous contempt. Why? 
rely that What he might bring you to God. Why then ſhould 
| earne/tyMWou be aſhamed to own Chriſt in Baptiſm, before a crook- 
Ir in fire, Id and perverſe generation? What reaſonable mind 
ais Com- ill regard the jeſts of ſuch as fancy themſelves witty 
; baptized deriding Evangelic duties? If this mean fear hinder 
ent mildFov, Beware leſt ſome root of bitterneſs is in you. 
not tholeKFWonſider, if you are aſhamed of Chriſt before men, he 
for you, Will diſown you before God, Angels, and the whole aſl. 
on of hisFmbled world at the Laſt Dy. 

the faith · ¶ Moreover, have you received the grace of God? Is 
not ſaid, Bleſſed is the man whole tr anſpreſſims are 
given, and whoſe ſins are covers? Have you had free 
nd full pardon through the Redemption in Chriſt's 
lood, according to the riches of his grace? What can 
ou do leſs than embrace the Son, leit he be angry and 


he did not 
' for your 
alty. He 
Salvation 


eſpiſed theWou periſh from his way? What can you do lefs than 


diſregard ſubmit unto Baptiim, to manifeſt yovr Repentance 
s, done loif fin for which he bled, and your Faith in him for 
is it vouße Remiſſion thereof? 
you love Did God fend forth his Son, made under the Law, 
Do po redeem them that were under the Law, that you 
to bear Might receive the adoption of ſons ? Are ven received 


s all yours Children of God? Are your hearts divinely melted 
ith a ſenſe of his grace and favour ? Doth it affect 
our fouls with joy and wonder, that he ſhould love 
ou in fo aſtoniſhing and bencficial a manner? Welt. 
kink, are you not in ſome meaſure ungrateful and diſ- 
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obedient Children, in neglecting to be baptized ? 1; 
this omiſſion conſiſtent with the ſtate of Children? vit 
the grace of adoption? Is it not undutiful ? Contrar 
to the privileges and 3 beſtows upon you ? 
Is it not written, Behold what manner F love is thi 


UN 


he has ſul 
live, H 
und earth 
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which the Father hath beſtoued upon us, that we /beuld i At the 
called the Sons of Cd? Amazing mercy indeed! Chi envincir 
dren of wrath called to be the Sons and Daughters o udgment 
God! Heirs of Hell, made jointheirs with Chriſt of HMeaks to 

lory to be revealed? How ſhort are your views? Ho 7 L 
dim your fight to know theſe things, yet neither u Fall find 
4130 nor enJeavour to fulfil the firſt ordinance of He it 
Chriſtian Religion? Examine your own hearts, an oke in B 
learn to purſue the doctrine of Salvation to its remote King 
conſequences. Prove the truth of your faith by EV mech 
gelic obedience. 5 the 
Are you duly affected with your deliverance fro 8 in hi 
the bondage of fin by the blood of. the Lamb? Noy be = 


What a ſtrange thing is it to negle& obedience to th 
Captain of your Salvation? It is certainly true, Th; 
Chriſt being made perfect through Sufferings, became th 
aut har f Saloation to ali that obey him. Are you nott 
obey bim in Baptiſm as well as the other things whi 
accompany Salvation ? 

If, therefore, there is any love to Jeſus Chriſt, wh 
infinitely loved you: If any faith in his blood whic 
was ſhed for you: If any real dependence on his rig 
teouſneſs which was brought in for your juſtification t 
Eternal Life; you will feel this divine love and fait 
working mightily in you, to the pulling down of va 
imaginations, to the overthrowing of all antiſcriptur 
teaſonings, leading you to be in ſubjection to feſ 
Chrilt, and to ſubmit unto holy Baptiſm, among the 7: 
of his wife aud good Laws. 
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III. To induce you to ſubmit to Chriſtian Baptiſm: 
Jeſus Chriſt appointed, conſider He is King of {ain 
and fupreme head of the Church. 

Our Lord had, has now, and elways will have a peopl 
in the world, and they are diſtinguiſhed from the rel 
dy their willing obedience in the day of his power. 
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he has ſubjects , fo he has Lows, according to which they 
live, He requires by that authority he has in heaven 


zed ? I 
en? wit 


1 ind earth, a ſtrict conformity to the Laws of his will, 
iT ;; % ad the Rules of his kingdom, 
Hen At the time he appears graciouſly to the ſouls of men, 


onvincing them, by his fpirit, of ſin, righteouſneſs, and 


mare? 
d ! Chil udgment, effectually converting them to God: He 


ghters 0 . R 

by of Peaks to them in this Language, Tate my Yoke upon 
„8 Hon and Learn of me, for I am meet and Inwly, and ye 
either = find reſt unto yur fouls ; for my yole is Eaſy, and my 


rden is Light, Have you, dear Souls, taken up his 
oke in Baptiſm ? Have you learned ſubmiſſion to him 
our King, and obedience of him your Pattern? Are 
du meek and lowly in heart? No, unleſs you re- 
tive the ingrafted word, take up his ordinance, and 


ce of thi 
arts, an 
3 remote 
by Evan 


nee falk in his wav. Why ſhould you refuſe his yoke ? 
b Nov iſpute his will? or throw off his Eaſy burden? Can 


is be called Meekneſs or Lowlineſs of mind, the cha- 


h 20 
ace to. Water of Chrilt's Subjects ? Is it not rather to be car- 


ms ed — Hogg tke Rudiments of the world, and not 
. er Chriſt * | 

Ap _ Pleaſe to Remember, the Laws of King Jeſus are all. 
© 


ritten in the New Teſtament, If you do not what is 
med and inſtituted there, can you be called his ſub- 


my es? You call him Lord, but how improper is this, 
ode oil 41 you do all things whatſoever he commandeth 
eie bu 2 IF you do a thing which he has not commanded, 
e and full are ſubjects of ſome other King, ſome other Law: 
n of wlad ſhould you do this as a religious duty, would he 


dt ſay, „Who required this at your hands? Who 
bid you do it? I did not require it. I never knew 
it. It was no ordinance, of mine. It was ſome 
bodies Elſe. Go to them. Expect a reward at their 
hands; for I reward no obedience but to my own 
Commandments.” 
Would you be a thorough Chriſtian, blameleſs and 
reprovable in the ſight of God, you mult impartially 
ceive every Law of Chriſt, In ſubjection to his Laws 
du muſt. bring every ſentiment of the heart and every 
ion of the life. Then to whom do you yield obe- 
nce ? To the traditions of men, or to the inſtitn- 
Fe C 3 don. 
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tion of Chriſt ? To the old cuſtoms of the degenerate Laſt D: 
Church, or the much older inſtitution of Jeſus ? Which mult yo 
do you obey ? Surely your conſcience and reaſon vil to your 
give the Prefereuce to Chriſt, If you therefore approve commiſ] 
the inſtitution in your Judgment, why do you not obeyſiſh nitely ! 
it? If you delay, is not this ſelf-condemnarion ? Should; 


Or, do you divide Chriſt? You are willing to beliere with jo 
in him as an atonement for ſin, and deſirous of par-ſ your co 
don and falvation through faith in his blood: In this tion of 
you do well. But to obey him as ſupreme head and Be in 
ſovereign King of his people in all things what/cever he the exp 
hath commanded you, is what you don't think of, or whereby 
perhaps what you cannot endure : Now, is not this diff © That 
viding Chriſt ? Is not this groſs Hypocriſy to own hin © ever | 
in one, and diſown him in another of his characters conform 
Is not this affronting the divine Majeſty, and Egregi ciplethip 
ouſly to trifle and trim in the ſolemn matters of relief} v 
gion ? ciples. 

Doth not Chriſt deem it mockery, and threatens i his follo 

uniſh it with righteous ſeverity; namely, that when with Re: 
in your Prayers or Diſcourſe, you call him Lox D off n wilful 
Kixs, yet de nt the things he has commanded ag] to be Ch 
Lord and King? Why call you him Lord, when it i doubt, b 
plain there is /nething wherein you will not have hi Morec 
to reign over you? Is it poſlible rationally to exped real thir 
ſalvation by him as a Saviour, when you make ſo lia; you al/ / 
of his authority as a King? How dare your Conſcience you ariſe 
diſobey his expreſs inſtitution, or, by cunning artifices of obedi 
explane away your own obedience to it ? in the R. 

Why, dear Souls, is it, you are ſo inſubmiſſive to hiſ bis grace 
requirements? So diſobedient to the ſtanding orders off the diſch 
bis family? So unmindfal of the economy of his houſe Y of hig lc 
So negligent of the Church of God? Why don't yo God, wit 
ſeriouſly conſider Jeſus Chriſt is the on/y King in Sto all his 
That you owe direct homage and preſent obedience i Have 
him as loyal ſubjects ſhould do? I beſeech you there and fince 
fore rebel] not againſt his authority, leſt in the greafſÞractice ? 
day of trial, you be found guilty of treaſon, and pu doctrine. 

niſhed as traitors to his government. ſtitution 

I pray you to reflect, that this glorious, gracious, an tber bs u 

ever Pe | 


all- powerful King, is judge of the quick and dead at ti 
1: ö 
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generate Laſt Day. Before the glory and terror of his tribunal 
Which muſt you appear, where you ſhall be judged according 
\ſon wil to your deeds, 7. e. of the omiſſions of duty to him, or 
approveſſſ commiſſions of fin againſt him, Will it-not be infi- 
not obey] nitely better that no omiſſion is laid to your charge? 
1 ? Should you not be extreme deſirous to give an account 


o believe with joy? How can you ju/t/y hope to do this, when 
of par-. your conſciences tell you, ye lived in the wilful omiſ- 
: In this fion of his inſtitutions, and out of his Church? 

head andi Be intreated to Remember, that our Lord hath given 
foever h the expreſs Character of his own people: The ſign 
k of, or whereby his ſubjects are infallibly known 5 namely, 
t this di © That if you are his Diſciples, you will do whatſo- 
own him © ever he has commanded you.” It is your duty to 


aracters ¶ conform to this deſcription. To ſee that this mark of diſ- 
Egregi / cipleſhip is in you. But if you will not, if yon do not 
s of relief} whats v n he hath commanded you, you are not his dig 

ciples, You want the Eſſential Mark and Character of 
eatens this followers. He is not your maſter, neither can you 
at when with Reaſon expect bleſſings from him, whilſt you live 


Lox of in wilful diſobedience, Is it poſſible you ſhould think 


to be Chrilt's ſervants in Jeſt ? He that is, will, without 
doubt, be damned in Earneſt, 
Moreover, are not Peace, Pardon, and Eternal Life 
to expe real things? Does not God freely and ſincerely give 
e fo liulq you all things neceſſary to ſalvation ? Why then don't 
onſcienceſi you ariſe and be baptized ? Why do you withholda part 
r artifices of obedience from him ? Why are you not as Ready 
in the Returns of obedience, as he is Free in giving of 
ſive to hi his grace? Why are you not as free and impartial in 
orders off the diſcharge of all duties, as he is in the manifeſtations 
nis houſeYof hig love. Can you be ſincere and honeſt towards 
don't you God, without you have Reſpect, in ug t aud practice, 
in Sin to all his commandments ? 
edience ii Have you not, from many Pulpits, heard univerſal 
you thereſÞand fincere obedience earneſtly recommended to your 
the greafſ£pratice ? Yet you remain an exception to this ſalutary 
„ and pu doctrine. You are unbaptized, I& you neglect this in- 
ſtitution as Chriſt appointed, your obedience can nei- 
ther be univerſal nor ſincere. To ds all things what/5- 
ever he hath commande, and as commanded, is univer/al 
C 4 n. l 
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en ſincere 2belience. What you approve in opiν⁰jꝭ ſeq 
that you put in practice. If you believe that univerſal 
and ſincere obedience is what God requires and you 
ſhould do, let your practice agree to your ſentiments, 
or you are a Hypocrite and Heretic, ſelf- condemned, 
and out of your own month ſhall you be judged. 

Is it not the frequent ſubje& of ſermons, which you 
hear and read in every place, to amend and reform 
your lives? With what eloquent and juſt importunity 
are you urged to this? How happy were you to be 
perſuaded by this doctrine ? To reform from every Er- 
ror and amend from all undutifulneſs, and give up your- 
ſelves to the Lord in holy Baptifm | What can * do 
more honourable to God, and more worthy of your- 
ſelves, as Reaſonable Creatures and born from above, 
than generouſly renounce both the ecrors of opinion 
and undutifulneſs of practice herein ? 7 han fairly to 
begin with the true ways of Chriſt ; and continue in 
bis ordinances ſo long as you live? | 

Remember, therefore, jeſus Chriſt is King of the 
Church, and has all power in Heaven and Earth, He 
is God All-{afficient, Almighty and molt merciful, who 
will own, protect and reward every one, who does what. 
ſoever he hath commanded. Remember he is King, 
with all power, juſtice, and vengeance, to execute jugs 
ment on all who diſobey his righteous Law; who will 
pour out his fiery indignation, and wrath vpon all who 
_— his ſalutary Goſpel, or negle& the ordinances 
thercot. 


IV. To intreat you to a dutiful ſubmiſſion to holy 
Baptiſm, as Jeſus hath ordained, conſider this your o- 
bedience will make you conſiſtent with yourſelves, and 
with the Chriſtian Religion, 

Without you ſubmit to Baptifm as Penitents and Be- 
lievers, it is impoſſible your religious Profeſſion ſhoul!l 


be all of a Piece. Are you zealous for the doctrine of 


ſalvation by the grace of God, through the mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? Theſe things you willingly profeſs to 
de your faith. Then how comes it you do not receiit 
him as King and Lawgiver in his Churches? Do * 

e. 
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believe him the $2vizur? Why not the Lowgiver too ? 
Yes, you do believe him the Lawgiver, Well then, as 
Lawgiver he inſtituted Baptiſm : Yet you remain un- 


baptized, - Are you not therefore inconſiſtent with your- 


ſelves, and with Chriſtianity ? Yon own him a Law- 
wer, yet diſo | 
feling im a Saviour, yet not believing in him. 

Do you make the Scriptures of God, the Bible, he 
Bible alone, the Rule of your Faith and Manners ? 
It is what you ſhould do, Then why do not you re- 
ceive Baptiſm according to the authority of that Book, 
you ſo Jultly contend for? Why do you not practiſe 
this ordinance as that fovereign Rule preſcribes? For, 
pleaſe to open your Eyes and Read the Scriptures, and 
yon will fee every verſe, where Baptiſm is mentioned, 
is either expreſly, or by juſtinference, againſt the omiſſion 
of this holy ordinance which you live in, Without 
you receive the doctrine of Baptiſm both in opinion and 
practice, you cannot at all truly be ſaid to make the 
Scriptures the ſole Rule of Faith and Duty. Is not this 
an inconſiſtence, to ſay it is a Rule and yet not a Rule? 
To make it a Rule in ſome, and no Rule in other 
things ? | | 

Have you repented, becauſe the Word and Spirit of 
God have convinced you of Sin? Have you been hum- 
bled and brought to a ſenſe of your offences againſt a 
holy, juſt, and good God? Yet Baptiſin has not fol- 
lowed your Repentance, You have not brought forth 
this fruit meet for ſuch a work. Hetcin are you again. 
inconſiſtent with the profeſſion of genuine Chriſtianity, 
decauſe the Scriptures ſhew that all Penitent Singers 
were baptized. 

Do you believe in the Lord Jeſus Chritt for the Par- 
don of your ſins, the Juſtification of your perſons, and 
the Salvation of your ſouls ? Yet you are unbaptized 
Believers. Now our Saviour commanded all that be- 
lieved in him to be baptized in the name of the Father, 
of the Son and Holy Ghoſt : Your believing therefore 
without being baptized, is a defect. It is not coming 
into that method our Lord propoſed. It is not com- 
plying with at Order and !Vay he Eſtzblifhed for ever; 

Ce: I» 


bey his Law, which is the ſame, as con- 
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It is then inconſiſtent with the Goſpel, the only foun. 
tain of Chriſtianity. | | 
Would you receive the ordinance of the Lord's Sup- 
per? Are you deſirous to Remember and ſhew forth 
the Death and Sufferings, the Merits and Righteouſneſs 
of Jefus Chrilt ? Or do you receive it among thoſe 
n e who are unbaptized, who were not bap- 
tized according to the Goſpel? This is extremely irre- 
gular and diſorderty. It never was read of in the 
Scriptures, nor among the Primitive Chriſtians, that any 
Perlons could be members of a Church without Bap- 
tim. 
Do you for Conſcience ſake, from an inward and 
avowed principle, obſerve the Laws of Morality ? Do 
you for Conſcience fake receive, or would receive, the 
Lord's Supper, as a Poſitive Inſtitution of Jefus Chriſt? 
Where is the impartiality of Conſcience, or the ſince- 
rity of a religious mind to reject or omit Chriſtian 
Baptiſm as the Lord appointed ? For if Baptiſm is done 
with a moral regard to the ſupreme authority of Chrill 
requiring it, and preceded by the divine Graces of Re- 
pentance and Faith, it is the anſwer of a good Conſci- 
ence towards God, and onght not to be left undone, 
If from religious principle and conſcience you behave 
well in your ſtation and relations of life, this is called 
Morality, becauſe it flows from a juſt regard to the 
{overeign authority of God requiring it. | 
Well then, if from Principle and Conſcience, you 
are baptized into the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, is not this moral? Is not this holy? Is it 
nat acceptable, and approved by him who appointed 


it? But if you obey in one thing, and diſobey in ano- 


ther, where is your Principle or Conſcience? At bell it 
is a miſtaken, 2 miſinformed, or deceived Conſcience. 
Take car& you do not deceive yourſelves. Be cautious 
| Teſt yon impoſe upon your Confciences, by thinking 
there is little or nothing in thoſe things, in which there 


is great nportance. 


Woulch yon therefore have your profeſſion of religion 
ehtire, uniform, and conſiſtent? Suffer yourſelves to be 
daptized, Suffer it to be fo now, for it is fit Gre. 
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ceſſary to fulfill all righteouſneſs. * If you leave undone 
this firſt and important duty of the religion of Chriſt, 

our profeſſion muſt be deemed broken, disjointed, and 
imperfect. If you permit it not to be ſo now, your 
obedience cannot be univerſal, neither can it appear 
you have amended and reformed your lives from Errors 
and undutifulneſs. Tf you ſubmit not to Chriſt's or- 
dinance, your Conſciences are not ſincere and upright. 
Wherefore, if there be any love of harmony ; if any 
deſire of order; any delight in the beauty of conſiſtence; 
any wiſhes for univerſal and impartial obedience ; any 
endeavours after the Reformation of life, or any inten- 
tions of walking blameleſs and irreprovable in the fight 
of God, why do you tarry ? Ariſe, and be baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


V. To perſuade you to ariſe, and yield obedience to 
this high and ſolemn ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, conſi- 
der it will be a means to promote your own Comforts. 

If you will devote yourſelves to the Lord in this 
reaſonable ſervice, it will ſhew God has given you Re- 
pentance unto life, and Faith in his ſon for the remiſ- 
ton of ſins. Now, is a demonſtration of the truth of 
Repentance ? Is a ſign of the Reality of Faith, a ſmall 
Comfort? Certainly it is a great and conſiderable one, 
and fo will you look on it, if you have any experience 
to diſcern ſpiritual things. Are not Repentance to- 
wards God and Faith in our Lord jeſus Chriſt, to go 
before Baptiſm ? Baptiſm is to be the firſt fruit of tlicfe 
graces. Where then there is living fruit, there is a 
living root. By their fruits ye fhall kninw them, Theres 


fore Repentance, Faith, and Baptiſm, are intended mu- 


tually to prove each other in the fame perſon. 

If you will give yourſelves to the great Redeemer in 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, it will evidently ſhew your love to 
God, Now Love is the Leading Principle of obedi- 
ence. Mam de ive, we obey, If there is a willing 
obedience, ſurely there is Love its only principle. If 


you are obedient, vou may rightly infer the Love of 


Cod towards you, which draws you to fellowſhip and 


Go A Sextous AppREs fo 
duty. On the other hand, your obedience proves your 


own love to him: For herein, or in this way only, i; 
your love to God manifeſted, that you keep bis commandments, 

If you ſay you love God, yet keep not his command- 

ments, tis a lie, a contradiction in fact: But if you keep 
his commandments, this proves your love to God. And 
as you love God, you may infer his love to you. Now 

is nat this a conſolation earneſtly to be ſought by an uni- 
verſa; abedience, and obedience to Baptiſm, as the known 
and neceſſary duty of all Believers. 

It you ſubmit to Baptiſm, with Faith in the Lord je- 
{us Chriſt, and in the manner he preſcribed, it will 
fhew you have put off the old man with his corrupt 
c2eds, and riſen unto newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 4. There. 
Fore. we are buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm into death, that 
like as he was raiſed from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
chen fo we aljo ſpould walk in newneſs of life. ls it not a 
conſolatory joy to all who deſire to be ſaved, to have a 
Chriſtian Evidence, they are dead to fin and commenced 
a new life? Baptiſm is the outward fign of. this; for in 
this ordinance you leave your former fins ; here you take 
upon you the life of the new man; a Chriſtian ; an heir 
of glory. | 

If you dedicate yousſelves to Jeſus Chriſt in the Bap. 
tiim he ordained, as your reaſonable ſervice, it will be 
to his hogour, and thereby promote your own comfort. 
Has he not moſt certainly ordained it for you? If you 
do as he hath ordain'd, you in Fact, action, and truth, as 
well as in word, approve his authority as ſovereign and 
wiſe, righteous and good: But if you neglect it, you in 
tact and reality condemn his Power as unrighteous and 
evil. Muſt it not be a moſt comfortable reflection, to 
- Every wile and ſerious perſon, to be able, in their degree, 

to glorify on Earth, and confeſs the authority of the 

Redeemer, as it is own'd in Heaven ? | 
If you, through principle and for Conſcience ſake, 
{affer. yourſelves to be baptized in a Chriſtian manner, 
A will be a moſt affecting and ſignificant Emblem of the 
glory of your 5ogjes at the Reſurrection to immortal hap- 
ineſs. We are baptized for the dead, i. e. Like as our 
Ladies are put under the water, which may be compared 
| to 
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to a grave: This repreſents the natural death of the body. 
And as our bodies are raiſed up out of the water: This 
figures our Reſurrection from the grave: So we are bap- 
tized for the dead, to be an Emblem of our natural 
death, and of our glorious Reſurrection. See p. 34. 
If, 8 your repentance for ſin, and your faith 
in Jeſus for their Remiſſon, be ſincere and lively: If you 
would manifeſt your love to God : If you would ſhew 
our death unto fin, and new birth unto righteouſneſs: 
f you would approve the authority of your Lawgiver, 
and glorify your Redeemer : If you would have a lively 
Emblem of the glory of a Reſurrection to immortality at 
the laſt day, Why do you tarry? Ariſe and be baptized, and 
waſh away your Sins, calling upon the name of the Lord. 


VI. To urge your Speedy and Early ſubmiſſion to 


_ Chriſtian Baptiſm, conſider what ſtrong and binding 


obligations Charity lays you under. 

It is the vehement deſire of all perſons, who have the 
life of God renewed into them, That all men might be 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth and be faved. 
This is Love, this is Charity which never will fail, either 
on Earth or in Heaven. | 

Have you, Converted Souls, this holy Zeal, this fer- 
vent Charity, theſe bowels. of Mercy? How muſt 
ſhew it? How can you diſcover the heavenly fire which 
animates your hearts ? In giving a Public Teſtimony to 


the truths and duties of your holy religion by your own - 


Example. Shew, therefore, to all your neighbours, that 
religion in you does not confilt in allatioeneſs and inactive 
ſpeculation ; but a vital Power, a living Principle, which 
neceſſarily leads you to all manner of obedience, as 

Chriſt appointed. | 
When others ſee your good works, when they obſerve 
our regular profeſſion and exact obedience, they pro- 
bly will be moved to glorify your heavenly Fat er, 
by imitating you. Your Charitable Example will na- 
turally tend to ſtir them up to think about and inquire 
after thoſe diſpoſitions, or tempers of ſoul, which they 
muſt ſuppoſe induced you to obey ſuch an ordinance. 
Who 
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ample, that others may, if poſſible, be induce 
well of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of his pure, undefiled, 


ordinances o 
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Who knows, but becauſe of your Example of Charity, 


God may take occaſion to direct their inquiries, in due 
time Convert them, and they become obedient to the 


Faith? Will not this add a Luſtre to your character and 


your future glory ? 

Where is your love to your neighbour, whom you 
ſhould love as yourſelves ? Where is your charity to all 
men, if, when you are converted, you will not ſtrengthen 


your brethren ? Will notencourage your fellow-creatures, 


your kindred ſouls, by your Example ? Perhaps God has 
not thought fit to give you the talents of Knowledge and 
Utterance, as to preach the word : But whoever you be, 


-you have it in your power to recommend your religion 


your Example. I ſay, therefore, this is the way to 
ſhew your love to men; To exerciſe that Charity which 
Edifieth. How can Charity Edify, but by your Ex- 
1 to think 


and conſiſtent religion ? 
Come, dear Chriltians, trace the Path which Jeſus 


rode, He was baptized. Why was he baptized ? He 


had no fins to confeſs, no fins to have pardoned, H. 
was baptized out of Charity alone ; to fulfill all righteouſ- 
neſs; to ſet you an Example of obedience; to ſhew 
you how — and how Practicable is ſubmiſſion to the 
God. Would to God you would follow, 
and let the ſame mind be in you, as was in him ! 
Come, chearfully lead the way in your Redeemer's 
divine ordinance, or rather follow others, and others 
may perhaps follow the benevolence and worthineſs of 
your Chriſtian Pattern. Why will you not purchaſe to 
yourſelves the glorious bleſſing and honour of giving 
occaſion to others te confider ? And may they be bleſſed 
in having hearts given them to attend to your good Ex- 


VI. To move you to ſubmit to this voluntary duty 
of Chriſt's holy religion, conſider your Infant Baptiim 
(if you have received any) is a mere Nothing in itſelf. 
LI I crave your pardon and clemency, whilſt I am ſuggeſt- 
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ing briefly ſome things proper to be conſidered in this 
article. ' | 

Conſider, therefore, Reaſon tells us there is neither 
good nor evil in that thing to which you neither conſent- 
ed, nor diſſented, nor had any knowledge of. Every man, 
who thinks at all, muſt agree, (and in every thing, ex- 
cept in Infant Baptiſm, they do agree to it) That ever 


action of the Civil Life, of Morality, and of Chriſtianity, 


is conſtituted an action, by our Conſent and Approbation, or 
by our Diſſent and Diſapproving of it. We never can con- 
tract guilt, without we chooſe to do an ill thing, conſent 


to or approve it. Neither can there be any moral good 


in an action, without we will it or approve it. Actions, 
therefore, wherein there is no preſence of Will, Choice, 
Conſent, or Approbation, or their Contraries, muſt to 
us be null and void, without moral good or moral ill. 


Wherefore, that which is called Baptiſm (if there is 


propriety in word and thought in that term) in Infancy, 
is, in the judgment of reaſon, no Baptiſm at all. Why 
ſo? Becauſe it wanted your Knowledge and Conſent, 
your Choice and 2 You will readily con- 
feſs you knew nothing of it: You did not chooſe it: You 
have no Remembrance of yourſelves, ſuch a thing was 
done to you; and conſequently, from /e//-knowledpe, 
never can approve it afterwards. Now, is it not plain 
that in every other caſe, there can be neither good nor evil 
to you, from things done in ſuch circumſtances ; Why 
not alſo in this? 

According to the Laws of our nation and the whole 
world, a perſon who is under age, called in Law an in- 
fant or minor, is incapable of making bargains, of buy- 
ing land, or alienating inheritances : But if ſuch things 
happen, the Law wiſely pronounces them pull and void. 
The Goſpel of Chriſt, that infinitely reaſonable and wife 
inſtitution, requires the ſame ; namely, that we ſhould 
be come to ſuch maturity of years as to rzgerſiand. To 
be taught by the word and ſpirit of God: That we be 
capable torreceive Grace: Capable of chooſing ; of giving 
our Conſent and Approbation to all the duties of Religion: 
If otherwiſe, they can be of no uſe to us; there can b& 
no benefit in doing them, nor no reward for * 

et 
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64 A Srxrtovs AppRkss to 
Let this be further cleared by a confideration on the 
Lord's Supper. When Infant Baptiſm was firſt intro- 
duced into the Chriſtian Church, ſome in Aftica (for 
there it firſt began) thought wy juftly, that as Children 
were _— thereby received members of the Church, 
they ought to receive the Lord's Supper, and were accor- 
dingly admitted. Can any man in the world ſay theſe 
Children diſcerned the Lord's Body? Or dare they af- 
firm, they ate and drank dammation to themſelves ? Can 
it be alledged, they Remembred the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
and ſhewed forth his Death? or dare it be ſaid they 
were guilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt? No, 
they were neither better nor worſe. They did nei- 
ther good nor evil. The wiſe God would neither 
puniſh nor reward them for it. It was a mere nullity. 
In like manner Baptiſm is a wiſe and noble ordinance of 
Jeſus Chriſt, calculated wholly for Perſons grown to years 
of reaſon, and the age of underſtanding what they do. 
But if men, without any authority at all from God, will 
adminiſter it to Babes; without Choice or Deſire, Conſent 
or Approbation, without thoſe qualities neceſſary” for 
perſons to be baptized, (as they they themſelves confeſs 
in the adminiſtration) it is moſt certainly null and void 
to all intents and purpoſes. | 
Befides our Lord, in all perſons to be 'baptized, re- 
quires Repentance towards God and Faith in himſelf, Now 
no man ever could ſay, that Children did or could Re- 
pent, before they had committed actual ſin, or could Be- 
Jieve in Chriſt of whom they had not heard: Then, if 
we are to take our Religion from the Scriptures of God, 
that Baptiſm, which is without Repentance and Faith in 
the perſon baptized, can have no religion at all in it. 
The Papifts have baptized inanimate things, as Church- 
Bells, Swords, and Enfigns, and procured Godfathers 
and Sureties for them. Is this Baptiſm? Yet they had 
as much right to chriſten theſe things, as to baptize Chil- 
dren as an ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt. Have not men 
as much authority from God to Chriſten their ſhips, as 
to give Chriſtendom to their infants? One is abſurd, ſo 
vis the other: One is null and void, fo is the other, be- 
cauſe they are both incapable ſubjects. 1 
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Moreover, if you ſay Baptiſm was adminiſtred to you 
in your infancy, as an ordinance of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, it muſt be ſome where required by the expreſs 


precept and authority of Jeſus Chriſt. But, we ſay, there 


is not a word in all the New Teſtament, which requires 
any ſuch thing. There is a total and profound filence in 
this matter. There never was a man, or any body of men, 
that ever ſaw one line in all the book of God, which re- 
quires either your Parents or Miniſters to adminiſter Bap- 
tiſm to you in Infancy. It is neither required of you 
nor your parents, neither of miniſters nor the church of 
Gol. They do it of their own authority, not by the 
authority of God, Conſequently, as to a religious du- 
ty, 'tis null and void to every intent and purpoſe. It 
cannot he a religious duty in you, 4ecauſe you Knew no- 
thing of it: Neither is it a religious duty in Parents, in 
Sureties, or Miniſters, becauſe God has required no ſuch 
thing at their hands, 

Let us propoſe one Conſideration more, i. e. The man- 
ner or form in which it is generally done in Infancy, 
Baptiſm is Dipping, or an Immerſion, and fignifies 79- 
thing Elſe. But are not infants Sprinkled, not Baptized ? 
Are not their faces Aſperſed, not their whole bodies Im- 
merſed ? Is not a little water perfuſed upon the Babe's 
face, and not the body put into the water? In common 
ſenſe, this is not Baptiſm :-*Tis as much another thing, 
as any two things can be different. "Tis quite another 
action, and bears no real reſemblance to Baptiſm at all. 
in 25. & ſeg.] therefore it is void and null. 

ow, as that which, with the greateſt impropriety of 
words and ſenſe, is moſt unjuſtly and untruly called In- 

fant Baptiſm, was not 8 
of the Great God; not according to the directory of the 
Great Redeemer; not according to the authority and 
practice of the twelve Apoſtles, nor the uſage of the Pri- 
mitive Churches. What then? As Infants are unfit and 
unrequired ſubjects; as the manner of performing it now 
upon them has no ſemblance at all to Chriſtian Baptiſm; 
as it is done without their Choice, Defire, or Know- 
ledge, it is a mere nullity, nothing, and void in itſelf. 
They who are thus faid, arbitrarily ſaid, to be baptized, 
are 


according to the decree. 
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are nevertheleſs, according to the religion of Chriſt, un- 
baptized perſons in truth and fact. Ts 
Are you now grown to diſcreet age? Are you capable 

to receive the teaching of God's Word? Do you feel 
Compunction in your heart for fin? Do you believe in 
Jeſus for Remiſſion and Eternal Life ? Then, my Friends, 
in this caſe, and with thoſe experiences, it is your fin to 
neglect Baptiſm. It is now become your indiipenkble 
duty to ariſe and be baptized. 

Let allthoſe who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, 
ariſe and manifeſt that love, by doingall things whatſocver 
he hath commanded them. Let all thoſe who own Jeſus 
Chriſt ſupreme head of the Church and ſovereign Law - 
giver, who has all power in heaven and earth, ariſe and 
obey all his Laws. Let all thoſe who receive their reli- 
gion from the Bible, embrace with faithfulneſs every doc- 
trine therein revealed, and every duty therein appointed, 
Let all thoſe, who hope for Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
think and do, live and practiſe as his diſciples. Let them 
beware of falling under the Charge of Being almoſt Chri- 
ſtians. And let them not regard any Nicknames which 
malice or prejudice, error and miſtake, ſhall beſtow upon 
them: For bleſſed are you when men ſhall revile you, and 
ſhall ſpeak evil of you falſely for my ſake. 


VIII. To diſpoſe you to yield obedience to Chriſtian 
Baptiſm, conſider there is an abſolute neceſſity laid on 
you to Own and Profeſs Jeſus Chriſt before men, 

Pleaſe to look at, with a ſerious attention, thoſe ever 
memorable words of our Lord, in Matth. x. 32, 33. Whe- 
foever therefore ſhall confeſs me before men, Him will I con- 
feſs alſo before my Father which is in heaven: But whoſoever 

all deny me before men, Him will I alſo deny before my 
Father which is in heaven. What can poſſibly be the 
meaning of theſe words, but that it is not ſufhcient for 
men to believe with the heart in Jeſus Chriſt ; but that 
an open conteſſion with the mouth muſt 2% be made un- 
to ſalvation ? | | 

You will ask what is it to confeſs Chriſt before men ? 
It is publickiy to aſcribe your ſalvation, from firſt to laſt, 
unto his merits and grace alone. Declaring your Faith 
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in him openly by word and deed. Not in a private or ſe- 
cret, concealed or cowardly manner, owning yourſelves 
his followers ; but avowedly in the face of the ſurround- 
ing world. Not to be fearful of men, neither of what 
they will ſay or do againſt you : Neither courting the 
ſmiles, or terrified at the frowns of any perſons whatſo- 
ever. From Conviction and Conſcience ſubmitting to 
his ordinance of Baptiſm, as the initiating or introducto- 
ry ordinance of a Public Profeſſion, thereby joining in fel- 
lowſhip with ſome of his Churches, living in communion 
with his people, and performing every act of Evangelic 
duty and ſpiritual worſhip. To do theſe things in a coura- 
geous and open manner, is to confeſs Chriſt before men. 
Now, is your inward faith in Jeſus true and fincere ? 
Why are you {till content to be defective in fruits? That 
is, why does it rot become viſible? Why does it not lead 
you into the known ways of him you call your Saviour ? 
Why don't your Faith and Charity give encouragement 
to others, by your Example; and glory to God by your 
pay obedience? Conſider well the advantages-promi- 
ed to the public profeſſion of your faith. If you make 
an open confeſſion of the ſame in Baptiſm, and own 
Chriſt all the days of your life in a real and lively pro- 
feſſion of his religion, He will confeſs you before his Fa- 
ther which is in | In the great and notable day 
of judgment, he will publickly own you were his faith- 
ful followers, and his real ſervants, who did a// things 
that he commanded, and in the manner he required. To the 
whole aſſembled world will the ſupreme Lawgiver and 
righteous Judge ſpeak in your commendation, and re- 
ceive you to his glory. 

On the other ſide, I Hoſocver [ball deny me before men, 
Him will J alſo deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
What is it to deny Chriſt before men? Certainly it can 
mean nothing Elſe, but to act contrary to his Rules, to 
profeſs any thing repugnant to his Will, to oppo/e his Doc- 
trine, or to n2g/ef his ordinances. Or, to deny him, is 
to conceal our belief of his Doctrines or Ordinances : 
To omit to practice them through ſhame, cowardice, or 
worldly intereſt : To neg/e# them through a fearfulneſs 
of men ; that to be what he requires, and to do what he 
pa- 
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appoints, would prejudice our temporal intereſt, open the 
mouths of many to reflect upon us, or ſtretch forth their 
hands to hurt or kill us. Nay, not to do whatſoever the 
Lord has commanded, when you know them ; as well as 
once to have done them, and to apoſtatize from truth and 
duty; is to deny the Lord Jefus Chriſt before men, 

All thoſe perſons who thus deny him, whoever they 
are, or whatever they otherwiſe profeſs, the righteous 


and wiſe, the great and impartial Judge will deny them 


before his Father which is in heaven. Whoever difowns 
his ways here, he will difown they belong to him here- 
after. If you will not know him, as he requires you to 
know him, he will in Judgment declare he never knew 
you. Will not this final diſapprobation be with the ut- 
moſt wrath and indignation? Will you not be pronoun- 
ced apainſt, as workers of iniquity? What an awful 
thing, to fall into the hands of the conſuming God 
What everlaſting terrors will enſue, to be rejected of the 
ſupreme felicity, at the laſt day! What a mighty argu- 
ment, what a tremendous reaſon this, that you ſhould 
immediately ariſe, begin aright to take up the open pro- 
feſſion of Jeſus Chriſt in holy Baptiſm! How dreadful 
will be the condition of thoſe who neglect to make this 
public acknowledgment of the great Redeemer? How 
heavy their condemnation, who deny. a perſonal and vo- 
luntary ſubmiſſion to his Ordinance? Is there any of you 
whoſe Religion carries you out to think effectually on 
the everlaſting futurity? Are you led to meditate on the 
impartiality and exactneſs of eternal Judgment? Do you 
ever really confider, that the laſt decifive ſentence will 
be pronounced on all men according to their deeds, com- 
_ mitted or omitted, without reſpect of perſons? Permit 
me to repete it; Does your knowledge of Religion lead 
into a lively belief of the approaching Judgment ? 

t Judgment where you muſt appear? 'That tribunal 

of God before which you muſt ſtand? Do you ſincerely 
believe this? Then how dare you neglect this public ac- 
knowledgment of Jeſus Chrift? Don't you plainly ſee, 
to confeſs him before men, is given as the character of ſuch 
who ſhall be acquitted ? And to deny him, is given as 
the deſcriptive character of thoſe who ſhall be — 
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ned? What can you poſlibly do in the way of Safety 
and Comfort, but immediately to ariſe, and confeſs the 
Name, the Religion and Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt be- 
fore men? He that has all power in heaven and earth, 
the final Judge of the living and the dead, has told you, 
the glory which awaits you, if you rightly confeſs ham 
before men: And he has with egal Charity told you the 
everlaſting rejection you ſhall meet with, if you do not 
confeſs him. Agreeable to this open confeſſion which 
he deſires you to make, and this open denial he wiſhes 
you to avoid, he ſpoke theſe words in Mark xvi. 16. 
He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he 
that believeth not ſhall be damned. That is, Whatſoever 
perſon believeth im Chriſt with his heart, and with his 
mouth ſhall make confeſſion of his faith in Baptiſm, ſhall 
be ſaved. Therefore to believe in Jeſus and to own that 
faith, by taking up his Religion in Baptiſm, is the de- 
ſcriptive mark or character of ſuch as he will own for his 
before his Father and the holy Angels. But he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned. If a man do not believe, 
he is not required to be baptized. If there is no faith 
in men they cannot confeſs it; becauſe they have no faith, 
the Religion of Jeſus denies them Baptiſm; therefore to 
be without faith is alone the deſcriptive character of ſuch 
who ſhall be condemned [See p. 17.] If you, there- 
fore, have only ſuch knowledge of Religion, as ſuffers 
you to think very little and very ſeldom of the great day 
of Retribution and the World to come, it is ho wonder, 
to confeſs or deny Chriſt is indifferent to you, No 
wonder, you are content to drag on an indolent, thought- 
leſs and unprofitable life, in every omiſſion of duty. It 
is not ſurprizing, that with the ſtupidity of a lazy and 
careleſs conſcience, you put your future ſtate upon all 
imaginable uncertainties. But if you will only look in- 
to the World to come: If you will conſider the nature 
and proceſs of the final Judgment: If you pleaſe to 
weigh what the Scriptures ſay of that . who ſpall 
and, and who ſhall not fland; who fhall be acquitted 
and who condemned; who fhall be ſaved and who damned. 
You may make a pretty exact gueis, what will be your 
own lot, ſentence and place there, | The 
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The everlaſting Judge declares, that, if you confeſs 
him before men, he will own you for his followers at 
that day. He declares again, That he that believeth 
and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. Theſe are the words of 
Truth, ſpoke by him who cannot lie, by him who decides 
the everlaſting ſtate of mankind. What then have you 
to do? To believe in Jeſus Chriſt with all your hearts, 
and to be baptized as the proper way of confeſſing the 
ſame. Doth not the fincere and undeceiving word of 
eternal Truth make this the character of ſuch as ſhall ſtand 
in Judgment, and be received to Glory ? What remains 
for you to do? Why, ariſe and be baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


IX. To awaken you to yield obedience unto Chriſti- 
an Baptiſm, conſider it is one of the means appointed for 
the remiſhon of fins, | 

Muſt there not be ſome important meaning in ſuch 
expreſſions as theſe? Mark i. 4. John did preach the Bap- 
ti/m of Repentance for the remiſſion of fins, eis dq#5iv 
c hf. Unto the remiſſion of fins. i. e. To obtain the 
remiſhon of ſins from the Lamb of God, who conveyed 
this neceſſary bleſſing thro' the means of their Repen- 
tance, their Faith, and their Immerſion in water. To 
the ſame effect are thoſe words in As ii. 38. Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Teſus Chriſt, 
for the remiſſion of fins. Peter exhorts thoſe awakened 
perſons to repent: 'To have a fincere grief of heart, and 
a thorough change of purpoſe, to live no longer in fin, 
and to be dipt in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. That is, to 
excerciſe Faith in his name, and ſubmit to Baptiſm as an 
inſtitution founded on his authority, aſſuring them they 
ſhould receive the remiſſion of fins, through the means 
of Repentance, Faith, and Baptiſm. To this may be 
added, Acts xxii. 16. Now why tarricſt thau? Ariſe and 
be baptized and waſh away thy fins, calling on the name of 
the Lord, anineoai Tas Ep lag gu. Be waſhrd from 
theſe thy fins, which can admit of no proper meaning 
but this: Be found in the fincere uſe of the means God 
Has appointed for the remiſhon of fins; namely, deep 
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Repentance, earneſt Faith in the blood of Chriſt, and a 
conſcientious ſubmiſſion to Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
Agreeable to this plain doftrine of the everlaſting Go- 
ſpel of unerring Truth, we meet with ſuch emphatic 
terms as theſe, which can have no proper explanation 
without reference to Chriſtian Immerſion, viz. 1 Cor, 
vi. 11. But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, but ye 
are juſtified in the name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and by 
the Spirit of our God. The ſanctification and the juſtifi- 
cation of thoſe perſons are here mentioned in proper and 
diſtinct terms: What therefore can taaſbing mean, but 
their immerſion in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is both a means of their ſanctification; dying unto 
fin, and of their forgiveneſs through the righteouſneſs of 
the Redeemer ? Conſequently, Repentance, Faith, and 
Baptiſm, are the- inſtruments ordained of God to receive 
his promiſed benefits. In Eph. v. 25, 26. the Apoſtle 
uſes theſe words, Chriſt Iaved his Church and gave himſelf 


for it: That he might ſanctiſy and cleanſe it with the 


waſhing of water by the word. i. e. Jeſus Chriſt gave 
himſelf an atonement to God to expiate the fins of his 

eople: But, in order to convey the manifold benefits of 
bis ſacrifice to them, he ſent his word, aſſiſted by his 
Spirit, to call them to Repentance, to Faith, and to 
Baptiſm; by which threefold means they are pardoned 
and ſanctified: Or rather, through which threefold way, 
a ſenſe of their forgiveneſs and ſanctification is conveyed 
into their ſouls. The ſame Apoſtle writeth in this man- 
ner, in Tit. iii, 5, 6. Not by works of righteouſneſs which 
we have done, & according to his mercy he ſaved us by 
the waſhing of Regeneration and the Renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt; which he ſhed on us abundantly through Ne- 


' ſus Chrift our Saviour. This Bath, Lader or waſhing of 


Regeneration, cannot at all, with any propriety of ſenſe, 
be underſtood of the Regeneration of the mind, becauſe 
this, and the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt are expreſly 
diſtinguiſhed, Beſides the Renovation of the heart into 
the image of God, is according to the immutable method 
of ſalvation, to precede the immerſion of the body, the 
waſhing of Regeneration. Wherefore the /edding up- 
on us the Holy Ghoſt, the 2/cert of the Divine Spirit 

to 
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to renew our natures into holineſs, is to be immediately 
followed by our immerſion or deſcent into the Laver of 
Regeneration; as that wiſe and noble means of ſhewing 
forth our real death unto fin, and rea new birth unto 
righteouſneſs. Now the Renovation of our ſpirits by 
the omnipotent agency of the Holy Ghoſt, (which con- 
fiſts in Repentance, Faith, and other Graces) is to be 
followed by Chriſtian immerſion, as an obediential ac 
of the proper ſubject, are the means by which God hath 
choſen to fave us, by our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
To this we may add, Heb. x. 22. Let us drato near t; 
God with a true heart, and in full aſſurance of Faith, 
having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and 


our bodies waſhed in pure water. In this text the Apo- 


ſtle propoſes two reaſons, why Believers are to draw near 
to God without-hypocriſy and without doubting. Be- 


cauſe their hearts are «ppayTigpdyor, Rantized or Sprink- 


led from an evil conſcience by the blood of Chriſt, which 
taketh away the conſcience of guilt. And, ſecondly, 
Becauſe their bodies were Avopiver, wwe or immer- 
ſed in pure water. i. e. Their bodies were dipt in-clean 
water, 4s one of the means, God hath appointed to con- 

the ſenſe of remiſſion into their ſouls, which the 
death and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt had procured for 
them. 

In oppoſition to what is advanced concerning Baptiim 
being an ordained means for the remiſſion of fins, ſome 
are pleaſed to ſay: I know God has given me his Spi. 
« rit. I know-I have the remiſſion of fins through the 
blood of the crucified Lamb, I experience the ſpi 
<< ritual life. I am filled with the love of God. I can 
draw near to him with aſſurance. Baptiſm can there- 
fore do me no good. Would it procure me any ad- 
« yantage, I would not omit it any longer, not another 
« day.” 

, This objection is ſufficiently eonfuted by the whole 
tenor of this Book, which, I hope, has unexceptionab!y 
proved Baptiſm to be the Neceſſary duty of all Beltevers, 


and that they cannot omit it without ſin: But as there 
is ſuch a ſtrain of Antinomiuniſm and Impiety in this 


way 
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way of talking, it may not be amiſs to ſpend a few 
thoughts upon it. | | 

You ſay, you have received the Spirit of God and 
the remiſſion of ſins. Who told you ſo? Why the Spirit 
himſelf. Thro' what means did you hear his witneſſing 
voice? You muſt anſwer by the word of God. Does 
the Holy Spirit teach you to omit Baptiſm? Then don't 
he inſtru you to be diſobedient? Don't he guide you 
into error? And lead you to neglect a duty, which the 
inſtitution of Chriſt hath made neceſſary for you? 
Would it not be blaſphemy to affirm theſe things of the 
Spirit of God? Therefore that ſpirit which moves you 
to live in the neglect of Chriltian Baptiſm, is not the 
Spirit of God: It is the ſpirit of a party, of prejudice, 
of the world, or of ſome perſons whom you have in ad- 
miration. 

Moreover, conſider if you have received the ſpiritual 
life and know the remiſſion of your ſins, then according 
to the plain ſenſe of the Goſpel of God, you are be- 
come the proper and immediate ſubjects of Chriſtian 
Baptiſm. For it is a duty, inſtituted on purpoſe for ſuch 
as youu only, to perform. Sce As x. 47, 48. If fo, is 
there then any poſſible way of manifeſting your love to 
God, who firſt loved you, without you % a// thing: 
whatſoever he hath commanded you ? Is it poſſible to 
mov yourſelves the children of God except you follgco 
im in all things, he has preſcribed to you, as children? 
Is it poſſible to ſay you have the Spirit of Chriſt without 
you d the things he hath ordained? No. Then the 
Omiſſion of Baptiſm, your incumbent duty as Belicvers, 
proves, in fact, you are ungrateful and diſobedient. 
Two inſtances of character, not belonging to the chil- 
dren of the Moſt High. 

Further, Do you imagine Baptiſm will do you no 
good? Where then is yeur Foith in Jeſus Chriſt, who 
nſtituted it for great and beneficial ends? Can you be- 
lieve the wiſe and holy. Jeſus could ordain an uſeleſs 
thing ? Can you believe he who was commiſſioned from 
heaven, could teach a thing as necef/ary, which you reckon 
Irdfferent ? Do you believe you know more than he? 
or, Can you ſuppoſe yourſelves iyifer than him? Yet this 

in 
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in truth. is your Faith, if you live in the Omiſſion of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm: You have no Faith in the promiſes 
which aſſure Remiſhon and Salvation to Baptiſm as a 
means. So that if you continue to adhere to this no- 
tion, you as much ſhew you want the Faith of God's 
- ==. as you want the love and dutifulneſs of his chil- 
ren. 
Amazing indeed! Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted Bap- 
tiſm for Penitents and Believers alone: Therefore you, 
being Penitents and Believers, have no occaſion to be 
baptized. Aſtoniſhing! Becauſe this is an ordinance 
obligatory upon all who receive the ſpiritual life, and 
know the love of God to their ſouls: Therefore you 
who experience theſe things, argue yourſelves free from 
the univerſal obligation. Would you not pity and blame 
the unhappy man, who, becauſe Chriſt inſtituted the 
Sypper, to remember his Perſon and Death, his Suffer- 
ings and Righteouſneſs, ſhould pretend to remember him 
in his own mind, therefore imagine he was under no ne- 
ceſſity to receive the Bread and Wine? What do you 
think of thoſe men, who, becauſe God hath command- 
ed the rich to give to the poor, yet being rich, hold 
themſelves under no obligation to give? Would you 
ſcruple to call that man wicked, who, | becauſe God has 
commanded thofe who believe in Chriſt to maintain 
good works, ſhould imagine himſelf a Believer, yet 
reckon he was under no bond at all to maintain them? 
Nay, there is not one thing in all the circle of divine duties, 
but on this fooliſh and wicked principle may be ſet aſide, 
and every pretender to Religion get looſe from the obli- 
gation to obedience. . 
To proceed. From thoſe texts of infallible ſcripture, 
we have quoted on this head, doth it not plainly appear, 

Baptifm is firmly eſtabliſhed in the everlaſting Goſpel, 
as the means of Remiſſion and Salvation in union witli 
fincere Repentance and true Faith? They are, for cer- 
tain, inſeparably joined in the order of ſalvation. 

If any ſhould be aſtoniſhed at this aſſertion, and pre- 
fame to think it is making more of Baptiſm than it de- 
ſerves; let this be recommended to their conſideration: 
Could vou have known from the light of nature, God 
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would pardon the Penitent? No. For this you are o- 
bliged to Revelation. Who could have known he would 
forgive the fins of the Believer in Chriſt, if he had not 
told us ſo? Do not all men confeſs, there are no merits 
in Repentance and Faith, to deſerve the promiſed bleſ- 
ſings? Do we not certainly know they are only means 
appointed for the reception of thoſe benefits? Is it not 
exactly the ſame with Chriſtian Baptiſm? Are not Re- 
miſſion and Salvation promiſed to it as a means? Wh 
then ſhould you either heedleſly or wilfully deſpiſe it, 
ſeeing it ſtands on the ſame foundation as Repentance 
and Faith, and is one of thoſe links in that chain of 
means by which we aſcend to Glory ? 

Hath not God by his ſovereign authority commanded 
men every where to repent and believe in Chriſt ? And 
unleſs they do ſo, can they be faved? No. Hath not 
the ſame authority required thoſe very individual perſons, 
who repent and believe, to be baptized? For what? for 
the Remiſſion of ſins: As a thing which reſpefts tbem- 
ſelves; as a means, through which ſovereign Grace conveys 
an important, neceſſary benefit: But was it purely for o- 
bedience ſake, it would principally have reference unto 
God. If therefore there 1s no hope of pardon without 
Repentance and Faith in Jeſus, neither according to the 
Goſpel, is there any Remiſſion of fin without Baptiſm, 
If the Almighty grant you Remiſſion, living in con- 
tempt and diſuſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm, it is more than 
you know: Becauſe you negleC that means, which his 
Wiſdom and Grace hath fixed to the end of time. If 
v are not found in the impartial uſe of all means, made 
neceſlary to ſalvation, - one ought to imagine it is not 
reaſonable to expect it: But if you conſcientiouſly uſe 
all the means, you may have a lively and aſſured hope of 
ob*aining the end. 

We ſay again, There is nothing in Repentance and 
Faith to merit the divine grace, or deſerve the forgiveneſs 
in Chriſt's blood: Vet no man in his right mind can pre- 
ſume to expect Remiſſion and Salvation without thein. 
Neither is there any thing meritorious in Baptiſm, to 
claim the Remiſſion of fins for the work done, yet no 
man who knows the Goſpel, dare take upon himſelf to 


ſay 
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ſay, He may de/fignedly negle® this ordinance, yet have 
the Remiſſion of fins. | | 
According to the infallible word of the God of truth, 
Baptiſm is one of the means of Remiſſion and Salvation: 
It is one of the things in that infinitely wiſe method of 
grace, which God hath publiſhed to the fallen world, 
wherein he will accept returning ſinners: And it is one 
of the bleſſed inſtruments, whereby we are aſſured to 
receive great and neceſſary mercies. Would you, there. 
fore, dear Souls, impartially uſe all the means of grace? 
Suffer yourſelves to be baptized, becauſe the ſupreme 
God and judge of all has fixed this as a means. Do 
you deſire to receive the Remiſſion of ſins? Submit to wor 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, becauſe tis made a means of convey- fail 
ance of that important, endleſs benefit. Would you do 3 


walk ſurely and unexceptionably, irreprovable and ſtiar 
blameleſs in the preſcribed way tofalvation? Yield your- not, 
ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt in holy Baptiſm, as thoſe that are C 


alive from the dead, becauſe 7 Baptiſm you are ſavelſl you: 
( not the putting away the Filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer whe 
of a good Conſcience ) by the Reſurreftion of Feſus Chriſt. is al 

Remember, Oh Chriſtians ! for ever Remember, 'The tion 


ordinances of the Goſpel are neceſſary and unalterable ord; 
parts of that Goſpel. They are not inſignificant Cere- the 
monies, nor unavailing Rites. They are not unmean- hou 
ing Uſages, nor unprofitable Cuſtoms : But, in all Right \ 
Receivers, are really accompanied with the divine ble. obli 


ſing and preſence, to make them Efectual unto every end has 
for which they are Inſtituted. Remiſſion of ſin and Sal- you 


vation as one end, is promiſed to the Believer, who i3 an! 
baptized: Can you rationally expect this benefit ? Can of 
you in faith and a good Conſcience pray for it, without wil 
you ſubmit to Baptiſm ? "That Lord to whom you pray me 
for Pardon, is the very ſame Lord who inſtituted Bap- dai 
tiſm for all his followers: How can you liſt up your to 
hearts in prayer, when you know you wilfully neglect poi 
Baptiſm ? Can you, with a ſure and undoubtipg Conlc'- you 
ence, hope for Pardon, when you negligently, or wit ing 
intention, omit one of the means appointed to convey it 5 
into your ſouls? Ariſe therefore, why tarry you ? and d Lo 


baptized, and be waſhed from theſe your ſins, calling a Te 
the 
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the name of the Lord. Think juſtly. Meditate with im- 
partiality. And as well may you expect pardon from 
Chriſt, without Repentance, without Faith, as without 
Baptiſm; for theſe three things are unchangeably Eſta- 
bliſhed in the method of grace to the End of time. The 
word is gone out of the Almighty's mouth, and ſtands 
firm as long as the world endures. Not one Tittle, not 
one Iota of it ever ſhall fail. Do not therefore learn your- 
ſelves the Impious Thought, to think Bapti/m indiferent. 
Teach not yourſelves the Infidel Opinion, Bapti/m vill 
do you no good. Is it not at leaſt a Tittle of the divine 
word? The Command then never fails. Why do you 
fail in obedience ? The Inſtitution ſtands firm. Wh 
do you deny ſubjection unto it? Is this acting the Chri- 
ſtian part? Is this fulfilling your diſcipleſhip ? No, gt is 
not. 

Conſider well, I beſeech you, zo alternative is allowed 
yon; but you are under moral obligations to receive the 
whole ingrafted word with meekneſs which, as a means, 
is able to ſave your ſouls. Where is your meek Recep- 
tion of the ingrafted word, unleſs you ſubmit to er 


ordinance of Chriſt ? Fully comply in every point wi 


the method of his grace, and the ſtanding orders of his 
'houſe ? 
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Whatever the Lord Almighty wills, That you are | 


obliged to attend to. Whatever his unerring Wiſdom 
has appointed as an inſtrument to convey a bleſſing, are 
you not bound, under the penalty of death, to uſe it as 


an inſtrument? If you neglect the uſe, or the proper uſe 


of this inſtrument, are you not a Deſpiſer of his 
wiſdom, or a preſumptuous Rejecter of his promiſed 
mercy, becauſe you chooſe not to receive it in the or- 
dained way? Is it not the mf? reaſonable of all duties, 
to obey the will of the Good God, and in the very ap- 
pointed manner too? Surely yes. Why then ſhould 
ou be an heedleſs or wilful violator of his will, forfeit- 
ing the promiſed bleſſings? 
To conclude. I intreat you, with all the bowels of 
Love and Charity, to make the Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament, the light of your feet, and the guide of 
your conſcience in all the paths of duty, Tis 2 _ 
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you are to 


* 8 
n g, Ke. | 
Sacxe: Book the Great Redeenier- and Lawglver hath 
placed, in everlaſting Record, all yout obligations to God 
Aud one another. Againſt any one of theſe things, how 
4 how, immoral to take up the leaſt prejudice ! 
ow wiſe and great to follow the Lord Fully ! Is not the 
5 Eee in faith to the whole Counſel of God, the per- 
Men of yout nature, ard the only means to that fe- 
Heilt you & to enjoy ? Are not theſe the inſtru- 
ments to brain that bleſſedneſs in, the preſence of God, 
Where there is fulneſs of glory, and at his Right Hand 
where there are pleaſutes for ever more? Hath not theGreat 


e his will to you in this everlaſting- Book, 


Bis only begotten 8on? Is not Jeſus the ſon of the 
igheft, the. Laſt Lawgiver? Never to be ſucceeded by 
mother, whoſe Laws never change neither in their na- 
Tue nr the Manier of obedience. Here you are to 
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